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Sparks 


Skyway Progress 
Studebaker First Quarter 
Old Timers Sought 
First Driver’s License 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 


VIA THE telephone Ken Elliott tells 
of Studebaker sales activities. 


OO BUSY in the home office tu | 
go to South Bend last week 1) 


had a phone conversation with Ken 


Elliott, vee pee in charge of Stude- | 


baker sales, who had returned from 
a swing around the n 
markets with the Skyway 
of cars just announced by Stude- 
baker. 
_ We talked, the conductor trying | 
hard to tell how it feels to address 
an unseen audience, as he did re- 
cently on a CKLW broadcast, the} 
sales director trying just as hard | 
to tell how enthusiastic the dealers | 
and distributors had been about} 
the new models. At last, I fell be- 
fore the onslaught of Elliott’s 
spirit and we talked about the 
automobile business, his automobile | 
business. 
In the first place, the new Stude- | 
bakers have been done with con-| 
siderable restraint in the use of | 
splashy gadgets and Christmas- | 
tree chromium. Chromium has been 
| used, it is true, but mildly. The re-| 
sult is dignity and functional | 
beauty. 
“Whose idea was that?” I asked.| 
(See SPARKS, Page 23, Col. 1) 


























The Top Ten 

PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 

Reported in AN Today: 

1941 

Pos. 








1940 
Pos. 






Make 




































I—160,215 Chevrolet 132,5941— 1 
2—116,125 Ford 88,503 — 2 
3— 76,292 Plymouth  66,962— 3 
4— 55,473 Buick 13,816— 4 
5— 50,170 Pontiac 32,846— 6 
6— 42,146 Oldsmobile 28,688— 7 
I— 34,522 Dodge 33,243— 5 
8— 23,221 Chrysler 15,453— 8 
9— 17,088 Stude. 15,070— 9 
10— 15.040 Mercury —‘13,513—10 
Total All Makes 
655,978 526,049 
; ant ys of all 
Por ee Page ts. this issue. 











ation's best | 
Series 


| models” 


; the Navy 


Changes Will Aid 


Defense Situation 


U.S. Conciliators Hopetul| 
In GM-CIO Contract | 
Negotiations | 

On Labor Front | 


NAM lists anti-strike Page 
recommendations ............... 8 
Arbitration group offers aid ..... i 
Coal strike hits steel ............ 1§ | 


| 
DETROIT.—To make avail- | 
able to defense additional | 
skilled man power and ma-}| 
chinery, General Motors an- | 
nounced late Friday that it} 
will eliminate 1943-model changes | 
and carry 1942 models through 1943. | 
(Meanwhile, negotiations con- | 
tinued on contract revisions be- 
tween General Motors and _ the 
UAW-CIO with settlement of dis- 
putes hoped for early this week. | 
CIO has filed intentions of striking, | 
but federal conciliators were hope- 
ful that this may be avoided.) | 
Alfred P. Sloan jr. GM chair-| 
man, notified the Office of Produc- | 
tion Management that the corpora- | 
tion's tool shops may be considered | 
available for defense purposes for | 
production of necessary machine | 
tools or of defense materials. 
Pending the obtaining of govern- 
ment orders leading to the most 
effective utilization of these shops, 
they will complete unfinished work | 
in process on account of 1942 mod- ! 


lels to be introduced this coming 


summer, much of the design change | 
in connection with which will effect 
elimination of critical materials. | 

These shops are now partly en- | 


gaged in the manufacture of tools| will be operating for the first time | additional skilled workers and ma- | 


and parts for defense projects, and | 
as a result of this policy additional | 
(Continued on Page 10, Col. 3) 


Ist Chrysler Tank 
Due Apr. 24; Car 
Sales at New Peak | 


DETROIT.—Declaring Chrysler's | 
first Army tank (hand-made) will | 
be delivered Apr. 24, President K. 
T. Keller told stockholders here 
last week that Chrysler Corp. car 
and truck sales have averaged an, 
all-time peak of 33,000 units per 
week during the past three weeks, | 
with production averaging about 
30,000 units per week. | 

Reporting that the corporation is | 
already experiencing some _ diffi- 
culty in obtaining needed mate- | 
rials, Keller declared that he ex- | 
pected “some curtailment” in pro-| 
duction before fall. He added, 
however, that “we will produce | 
more than 1,000,000 of the 1941 
which compares with 
around 900,000 during the 1940- | 
model run. 

Keller reported that the corpora- | 





tion’s expanding defense pro} «ts | 
latest is the manufacture ot 40-} 
millimeter anti-aircraft guns for} 


has already boosted the 


corporation's payrolls to an all- 
time high of 87,000 persons. He 
expects a further boost of about | 


(Continued on Page 22, Col. 5) | 
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What It Means 


The 20 percent reduction in 
1942-model output is expected to 
affect various makes as follows: 

"41 Model *42 Model 

Output 

Estimated 
. 1,292,001 
356,664 
285,883 
243,367 
erry 57,935 
. 2,235,850 
543,639 
297,994 


Estimated 
Chevrolet* 1,033,601 
Buick 

Pontiac 
Oldsmobile 
Cadillac 
GM Total ... 


Plymouth* 
Dodge? 
Chrysler 132,353 
De Soto 85,901 
Chrysler Total 1,059,887 


Ford* 
Mercury 
Lincoln 
Ford Total ... 


Studebaker?’ .. 
Packard 
Hudsont 
Nash 
Willyst 
Miscellaneous*t 


228,707 
194,694 || 
46,348 
1,788,682 || 
434,912 || 
238,396 
105,883 
68,721 
817,912 
651,036 
83,522 
17,623 
752,181 
103,235 
58,240 
77,280 
68,000 
20,414 
284,944 


910,225 
129,043 
72,800 
96,599 
85,000 
25,517 
356,179 





aes 
TOTALS... .5,001,100 4,000,883 | 
*Includes trucks. 

N.B.: The 20 percent reduction is 
applicable to a corporation's total 
production; therefore the curtail- 
ment in various divisions of a 
corporation may vary. Also, output 
of Army vehicles are not to be 
curtailed in any manner. 


Ford Assemblies 
Will Get Under 
Way on Tuesday 


DEARBORN. - 
wi 
Motor Co.’s Rouge plant Tuesday 
(Apr. 22), when final assembly lines 


since the Apr. 2 strike. 





! 
| 
| 


Output | 


285,332 || 
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CM Will Carry Its 1942 Models Through 1943 


MODEL OUTPUT CUT 20 PCT. 


— Dropping of 1943° 


4. Million Units Allowed 
_ Under U.S. Agreement 


Industry Volunteers Reduction, Starting Aug. 1, 
To Conserve Manpower, Defense Materials; 
Effects on Dealers, Prices, Used Cars 
By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 

DETROIT.—Voluntarily agreeing to a 20 percent reduc- 


ition in 1942-model production, beginning Aug. 1, car and 


truck manufacturers will slash approximately 1,000,000 


| units from their 1942-model schedules, leaving a total of 


about 4,000,000 units as compared with 5,000,000 vehicles for 


the 1941 - model season. The‘ 
‘curtailment, accomplished in) 
'a Washington “surprise” con- 
| ference Thursday with OPM Direc- 


tor William S. Knudsen, is expected 


These were the developments: 
Granting that material short- 
ages and 


place the °42 
10 in the 
and well 


season among the top 
history of the industry 


| ahead of the average of 3,400,000 
| units for the past 10 years. 


While Knudsen’s three - para - 


graph announcement of the cur- 
| tailment mentioned 
| percent,” it was considered unlikely 


“an initial 20 
that any further reduction would 
be forthcoming until the present 
setup was given a fair trial and 


- Full production | until war conditions dictated other- 
ll be resumed again at the Ford | W1se. 


General Motors announced 
Friday that, to make available 


chinery for defense work, the cor- 


The company also announced that} poration has decided to drop plans 
assembly lines in 15 of the 16/for 1943 models. The 1942 models 


Ford branch plants, which were 

forced to stop for lack of parts 

after the Rouge plant was closed, 

will start rolling again on Apr. 28. 

Prior to the work stoppages, Ford 
(See FORD, Page 8, Col. 5) 


| Automotive Washington 


By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 
WASHINGTON.—-Following an- 
nouncement of the 20 percent 
production curtailment for 1942 
models, agreed upon by the auto- 
motive industry with OPM iead- 
ers, several questions arose as to 


the manner in which the cut 
would be applied. Most im- 
portant was: 

“Must a corporation com- 


posed of a number of individual 
units, such as General Motors 
with its Chevrolet-to-Cadillac 
line, Chrysler, Ford and others, 
apply the 20 percent reduction 
equally to each one of these 
units, or can it make the re- 
duction effective in any way it 
sees fit?” 

In answer to this question, 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS was told by an 
official spokesman for OPM: 
“So far as I can see, the way in 
which a company effects the re- 
duction is its own affair. What 








will be carried through the 1943 


season. 


| to release about 100,000 workers | 
and a raft of materials for vital 
| defense needs. 


slackened consumcr | 
|demand do not interfere, the pro-| 
| jected 4,000,000 units for the 1942- 
|model year would 





late | 


| 


| erally 


(See complete story on page one). | 
Dealer reaction to the curtail-| 


ment (see full details in adjoin- 
(Continued on Page 22, Col. 3) 





Knudsen wants is to get the 
acilities, materials and man- 
power that are being used to 


make the approximately 1,000,000 
units covered by the reduction 
and put them to national de- 
fense uses. I can’t see that it 
would make any difference to 
OPM whether General Motors, 
for example, cut Buick or Pon- 
tiac, Chevrolet or Cadillac, just 
so long as the total GM output 
was brought down 20 percent. 


Left Up to 
Companies 


“SO FAR as I know there has 
been no official ruling on that 
point here and I can’t see why 
any is called for. The industry 
knows what’s wanted. How they 


get it would seem to be a pro- 
duction and management prob- 


lem peculiarly their own.” 
In the case of a company 
(Continued on Page 22, Col, 1) 








Dealers Believe 
Curtailment May 


Cut Wild-Trading 


On Dealer Front 






Md. dealers unhurt Page 
Pe 8 
Georgia dealers elect ............ 3 
Used car data available .......... 20 
DETROIT. — Elated over the 
motor industry’s. patriotism, a 
cross - section of the nation’s 
dealers, surveyed by AUTOMOTIVE 


News, expressed hopes Friday that 
the 20 percent curtailment in 1942- 
model production might prove a 
boon to the retail end of the 
business. 

Those replying to AUTOMOTIVE 
News’ wire, asking their reactions 
to the curtailment, were of the 
opinion that dealer profits under 
the reduced-output setup could be 
as great as at present, provided 
wild-trading is halted. Following 
are the reactions: 

L. Clare Cargile, president, Na- 
tional Automobile Dealers Assn.: 
“NADA strongly supports every 
effort to promote national defense. 
While curtailment has been gen- 
anticipated, this concrete 
step should emphasize to dealers 
the urgent necessity of making the 
proper profit on present sales to 
build up the reserves needed in 
the immediate future.” 

: 2s = 


Hi. M. Symons, Buick dealer, 
Cheyenne, Wyo.: “Curtailment of 
production would reduce selling 
pressure by factories and should 
automatically cut wild-trading, re- 
sulting in a better net profit per 
unit. I feel that there is a fair 
chance that dealers would increase 
profit rather than reduce them.” 


a * * 
Lynn Snow, president, Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn.: “Theo- 


retically the elimination of wild- 
trading should offset effects of the 
(Continued on Page 23, Col. 4) 


Automotive Leaders Form 


Safety Assn. for Detroit 

DETROIT. The automotive in- 
dustry took on the problem of De- 
troit traffic safety last week. 

A joint statement of Edsel Ford, 
K. T. Keller, C. E. Wilson, Hugh J. 
Ferry and Clarence A. Avery an- 
nounced the formation of a “Traffic 
Safety Association of Detroit,” with 
Donald Slutz, present city con- 
troller, resigning this post to be- 
come director of the new associa- 
tion. 
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True Story Survey Shows 
Defense-Changed Markets 


NEW YORK. 
the opinion that a re-analysis of 
market appeals is necessary under 
the new defense boom, is clearly 
indicated in a new nine-city study 
made for True Story magazine, 
which shows that wage earners, 
as a tremendous market group, 
are now buying 64 percent of all 
automobiles sold as against their 
purchase of only 40.3 percent in 
1937. 


Also, these wage earners are 
buying 65.5 percent of all automo- 
bile accessories sold as against 
their purchase of only 59.4 percent 
in 1937. 

Moreover, wage earners are now 
spending 57.8 percent of all dollars 
being spent for automobiles 
throughout the United States and 
75.1 percent of all dollars being 


33% Tax Boost 
Is Being Mapped 


By Government 


WASHINGTON.—-A new tax pro- 
gram, designed to add $3,500,000,000 
to the government’s annual income, 
was proposed by the Administra- 
tion Thursday- with both Republi- 
can and Democratic leaders ap- 
proving. 

Details of the program remained 
to be worked out, but Secretary of 
the Treasury Henry Morgenthau jr., 
was authoritatively reported to 
have advocated raising all present 
tax rates—income, excess profits, 
excise, etc.—from 25 to 50 percent 
higher than existing levels. The 





Big Load 


WASHINGTON. — Heavy new 
tax burdens for the ordinary 
man, as a result of the plan to 
raise $3,500,000,000 additional in 
the next year, will be equivalent 
to about $26.50 for every man, 
woman and child in the country, 
and the overall federal tax bill 
of $12,667,000,000 would be equiv- 
alent to nearly $96 a person. 





present individual income tax rate 
is 4.4 percent; the corporation in- 
come tax is 24 percent. 

In addition to boosts “all along 
the line,” the treasury plan was 
said also to include several addi- 
tional excise taxes, such as levies 
on washing machines, radios and 
other so-called luxury objects not 
now taxed. 

Whether the treasury program 
is adopted in detail, most sources 
considered that a big jump in the 
income -tax levies, possibly ac- 
companied by a reduction in ex- 
emptions, was a foregone con- 
clusion. Increases in the liquor and 
other excise taxes, in the excess- 
profits tax and in the estate and 
gift taxes were considered likely, 
too. 

Although one source said that 
the treasury plan did not include a 
general sales tax, others indicated 
such a possibility could not be 
ruled out definitely, however much 
this method of taxation has been 
frowned upon by the administra- 
tion. 
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Confirmation of|spent for automobile accessories. 


Inasmuch 
True Story 


as the publishers of 
believe that defense 
benefits are not limited to the 
obvious, direct defense centers 
alone, the study calls made were 
divided among cities in three dif- 
ferent area classifications. First, the 
study covered centers in areas re- 
ceiving direct defense orders. Sec- 
ond, those containing purveyors of 
parts or raw materials. And third, 
those containing manufacturers of 
consumer goods. 


Consequently, the publishers’ be- 
lief in the spread of defense bene- 
fits is confirmed by Toledo, a direct 
defense center, having 40.5 percent 
of its families “better off”. . . there- 
fore, excellent prospects for auto- 
mobiles and automobile accessories. 
Whereas Canton, O., a purveyor 
center, has 79.1 percent of its fam- 
ilies “better off.” And in consumer 
centers such as Fort Wayne, Ind., 
54 percent of the families are “bet- 
ter off.” 


Furthermore, 2,000 calls in the 
nine cities studied were carefully 
allocated to most accurately reflect 
occupational and living standard 
structures. On the advice of local 
industrial and public service execu- 
tives interviewed beforehand, calls 
were broken down percentagewise 
in sections of each city so that the 
total sample represented a _ true 
cross-section of the living stand- 
ards existent in each. 


Thus, Truc Story has found that 
56.5 percent of all American fam- 
ilies are now “better off,” and they 
are spread all over the nation. In 
turn, this total volume was divided 
into eight broad groups’ which 
show, for example, that 69.4 percent 
of the purchasers of _ electrical 
equipment are now wage earners 
and 68 percent of all the clothing 
sold is being bought by wage 
earners. 

Cities covered in the survey were 
Syracuse, N. Y., Pittsfield, Mass., 
Trenton, N. J., South Bend, Ind., 
Fort Wayne, Ind., Reading, Pa., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Canton, O. 
and Toledo. 


De Soto Dealers 
Used Car Sales 
At Record High 


DETROIT. — Keeping pace with 
record-breaking sales of new De 
Sotos, used car deliveries by De 
Soto dealers across the United 
States swept to new weekly highs 
during the four consecutive seven- 
day periods ended Apr. 12, it was 
reported last week by J. C. Ullery, 
director of used car merchandising 
for De Soto. 

During the week ended March 
22, dealers’ used car sales climbed 
to a mark 3 percent better than 
those of the week ended June 29, 
1940, previous top week in the or- 
ganization’s history. While during 
the seven-day period ended Apr. 12, 
used car deliveries were up 22 per- 
cent. 

Last month, said Ullery, was the 
best month in De Soto’s history, 
from the standpoint of used car 
deliveries, exceeding May, 1940, pre- 
vious top month, by 7 percent. 


a 


ELLIOTT, Studebaker vice-president in charge of sales, cuts the 


ribbon that launched the low-priced Studebaker Champion on its third year of 
production. The occasion was the Champion’s birthday party which was held 
recently at the end of the production line in South Bend. At Elliott’s left is 


Paul G. Hoffman, president of Studebaker. Others are, left to right, R. A. 
Hutchinson, vice-president and general manager of Studebaker Export Corp.; 
H. S. Vance, chairman of the board; Bob Drain, WSBT announcer, and J. I. 


Pavey, mayor of South Bend 





BACK TO WORK. Workmen swarming the overpass at Gate 4 of the Ford 


Motor Co.’s Rouge plant as work 
UAW-CIO strike. 


was resumed 


ast week after the 10-day 


Production at the Rouge will be back to normal next 


Tuesday (Apr. 22), and 15 of the 16 Ford branch plants will be in production 


on Apr. 28. 








Pontiac Hosts Sales Managers 


Of Dealers at Factory Conclave 


PONTIAC.—D. U. Bathrick, gen- 
eral sales manager, and Pontiac 
Motor, will be hosts to 48 dealer 
sales managers and eight of the 
company’s district managers, at a 
two-day merchandising conference, 
beginning today (Apr. 21). 

These 56 men, Bathrick points 
out, are the winners in the recent 
nationwide “Ring The Bell” sales 
campaign, and the trip to the fac- 
tory is one of the awards for being 


Aluminum Curb 
Easing Will Aid 
Motor Industry 


DETROIT.—Relaxing of restric- 
tions on shipments of low-grade 
aluminum last week improved the 
outlook for the motor industry, 
most of which is vitally concerned 
with supplies of aluminum for 
pistons. A supplementary order was 
issued by the U. S. Price Stabiliza- 
tion Division, raising percentages 
of 1940 average monthly shipments 
which users in the various B-class 
preference ratings can obtain. 

For example, class B-4, in which 
some persons believe the automo- 
bile industry may be placed, was 
increased from 60 to 90 percent; 
class B-7 from 30 to 60 percent 
and class B-8 from 10 to 50 percent. 

While automobile manufacturers 
must be prepared for almost any 
turn of events, at this point it 
seems more likely that low-grade 
aluminum (suitable for use in cast 
pistons) may be available, even for 
1942 models. There are reported to 
be heavy stocks of aluminum in 
hands of producers. Some newer 
and lower-grade alloys have been 
perfected which are okay for pis- 
tons. These facts, together with the 
likelihood, heard in private discus- 
sion of the subject, that car pro- 
duction may be curtailed by as 
much as 33 percent starting in the 
late fall, suggest that the aluminum 
situation may not be as critical 
now as it appeared two months ago. 

One interesting provision of the 
new order issued by the PSD is 
to the effect that no smelter of 
aluminum shall degrade any metal 
so that it becomes low-grade alu- 
minum. This forbids alloying of 
virgin or primary aluminum with 
copper, zinc, nickel, manganese or 
similar metal to make a so-called 
low-grade alloy, or in other words, 
making an automotive alloy out of 
near-pure metal. 


Chrysler Newport to Pace 
500-Mile Indianapolis Race 


DETROIT. -— One of the largest 
crowds that ever assembled for a 
sports event in the United States 
will have a chance to see the “car 
of the future’’ at Indianapolis on 
May 30, when Chrysler’s aerody- 
namic Newport will pace the first 
lap of the annual 500-mile race. 

A. B. “Tobe” Couture, chief ex- 
perimental engineer of the Chrysler 
Corp., will drive the car and in it 
will ride race officials. 

For a fresh automotive viewpoint, 


read George M. Slocum’s ‘‘A Word in 
Edgewise."’ 


the top dealer sales-managers and 
district managers in the country. 


The dealer sales manager group 
is made up of the winning 24 new 
car and 24 used car sales managers 
from the company’s 24 zones. The 
eight district managers are sales 
representatives who did the best 
job in their respective sales volume 
classifications from the standpoint 
of percentage in excess of quota 
attained in the contest. 


In addition to advertising, sales 
promotion and service, other sub- 
jects to be taken up will be train- 
ing of retail salesmen, sales meet- 
ings and retail selling tools. A 
banquet will be held Monday eve- 
ning. 

The group will be taken through 
the Pontiac and Fisher Body plants 
Tuesday morning and special buses 
will take the party to Briggs sta- 
dium in the afternoon when the 
Detroit Tigers play the Chicago 
White Sox. 


The following will 


two-day conference: 

New car sales managers and their 
zones: L. L. Cline, Oklahoma City; 
John Baker, Buffalo; Leon Myers, Cin- 
cinnati; S. Kurlander, Cleveland; E. 
O. Lund, Chicago; Allen Otto, Port- 
land; Wm. Haggerty, Pittsburgh; N. 
C. Christensen, Minneapolis; Dan Lowe. 
Pontiac; Roy Lee, Memphis: T. C. 
Zehmer, Washington; Mint Holeman, 
San_Francisco; Brodie Koontz, Dallas: 
J. E. Peacock, Atlanta; Ross Edwards. 
St. Louis; Bob Clapp, Los Angeles: 
C. C. Smith, Charlotte; J. B. Gutting, 
Kansas City; G. Z. Hunsicker, Phila- 
delphia; George R. Warwick, San An- 
tonio; Howard Brockbank, Denver: 
Fred Prunier, Boston; Geo. L. Hergott, 
New York; Alvin Lentz, Omaha. 

Used car sales managers and their 
zones: I. C. Coffey, Oklahoma City; 
C. A. Chaplin, Buffalo; B. P. Roach. 
Cincinnati; G. Kimbel, Cleveland; A. 
A. Miller, Chicago; Jess Lowther. 
Portland; U. V. McGinnis, Pittsburgh; 
Ted Moses, Minneapolis; R. H. Means. 
_oatiac; R. pa Thompson, Memphis; 

s ° gerton, ashington; i 
Walker, Sea ‘es. - 7 

en Dean, Dallas; - G._ Crossen, 
Atlanta; Ray Williams, St. Louis; J: 
H. Bolin, Los Angeles; L. E. Turner, 
Charlotte; E. C. Pigeon, Kansas City: 
H. Trenery, Philadelphia; A. M. 
Carle, San Antonio; W. R. Cunning- 
ham, Denver; William Rowell, Boston; 
C. F. Haflinger, New York: A. E. 
i. Omaha. 

ight field district managers an 
their zones: Ss. Welece Paine 
T. L. Graham, St. Louis; §. J. Kittler, 
Chicago; _R. -._ Thompson, Kansas 
City; A. F. Ives, Pontiac; J. C. Liddy, 
Pittsburgh; L. D. Hurd, Omaha: J. 
N. Brennan, Dallas. 


attend the 
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Automotive Sales Rise Sharply Among Wa 


s0wns for Plymouth’s spring show 
ambassador; Mrs. John Roosevelt naa nt Se 


set modeled on the aceenae Frothingham. Debs and 5U 


gram each night. 


SALES 


Nash to Maintain 
Record Output in 





Second Quarte| 


DETROIT.—O. L. Arnold, as. | 


sistant general sales manager 0! 
Nash division, told dealers of th: 





eS 
— 





vo many 
5 


what i: 


Detroit region last week at one ¢'|jcal cut-t! 


the series of “Victory Dinne, 
celebrating the biggest first quy. 
ter sales in Nash history, that y, 
drastic action was expected froy 
Washington to force curtailmey 
of automobile production. 


For the second quarter, he sajj 
Nash schedules call for approxi. 
mately 10,000 units in each of th 
three months, which would } 
close to 100 percent over the sam; 
period last year. This will wind y; 
1941 model output with new mod! 
expected in August. 


Defense production, he stated, ; 
going ahead at full speed and tt: 
company is taking all orders th: 
the government asks and will co. 
tinue to cooperate to the full: 
extent of facilities. 


Hydra-Matic Now 
Included on 459 
Of Olds’ Outpui 


LANSING.—How advertising ca 
stimulate public interest has agai: 
been convincingly demonstrated t: 
the Oldsmobile management, «- 
cording to D. E. Ralston, gener 
sales manager. 

“Oldsmobile for the past sever: 
weeks has featured the many ai. 
vantages of Hydra-Matic drive i: 
its nationwide advertising car. 
paign,”’ said Ralston. “Motorist: 
have accepted our statements ani 
responded with demands for 1%: 
Oldsmobiles with Hydra - Mati 
drive in greater volume than ¢ 
any time since this sensational fe:- 
ture was introduced. 

“The number of Oldsmobiles with 
Hydra-Matic drive now in the 
hands of owners is rapidly nearin: 
the 100,000 mark. Approximately 
percent of all Oldsmobiles built 
are equipped with this feature.” 

Meanwhile, Ralston announce 
publication of a booklet, “Question: 
and Answers about Oldsmobile: 
Hydra-Matic Drive,” which is bein; 
distributed to the public. 





Plymouth Names Ayer 
To Sales Executive Staf{ 


DETROIT.—Appointment of Ra} 
Ayer as sales executive of Plym: 
outh is announced by Joseph E 
Bayne, Plymouth general sale: 
manager. 

Ayer comes to his new post @ 
Plymouth’s home office from the 
central sales staff of A. vanDerZee 
vice-president of Chrysler Corp. Hi 
has been with Chrysler Corp. sinc 
1935, when he assisted in formatior 
of the Central Service division, ant 
later served with this unit in vari 
ous executive capacities both @ 
headquarters and in the field. 





Boney Joins MEWA 


CHICAGO.—William H. Boney, f0: 
the past 16 years with Beard & Stom' 
Electric Co., Houston, Tex., has joine 
the staff of Motor and Equipmen 
Wholesalers Assn.. where he will hat 
charge of the MEWA special catalof 
service. 


Anne Phillips, daug 
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“0 many dealers continue to ask 
S what is the best attack against 
local cut-throat competition, so per- 
haps it may be a good idea to re- 


view some of the techniques that 








v|dealers throughout the history of 








:|this industry have used with effect. 











‘Plans that have made it possible 
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‘1 The Tide 
:|Turneth 


“I feel that they have to protect them- 
‘Iselves by bringing along a lawyer. | 


‘| friend or brother-in-law who knows | 


| Spotlight 


}of their operation to the owner. 
| They have thus gained a marked 
‘degree of customer acceptance for 


fr many of them to continue 


,|gerenely on, in spite of all local 
-|ompetitive conditions. Methods 


that help a dealer to keep on top 
of the situation, maintain a good 
ylume, and make a profit on that 


* * 


In the first place, in spite of 
your many reasons to believe 
otherwise, all people are not 
“shoppers.” Recent records of 
appraisal bureaus prove this to 
be a fact. This is true even in 
towns where many dealers claim 
to have gone hog wild, and ad- 
yertised $200 “over book.” All 
these claims confuse people. They 
hardly know where or what car 
to buy. They don’t like to sit in 
a closing room for half an hour 
with somebody trying to brow- 
beat them. So these people take 
the easiest way out by going to 
a dealer in whom they have con- 
fidence. Going to a dealer from 
whom they know they will get 
a fair deal—a deal that will stand 
up under any kind of scrutiny. 
They want to buy from a dealer 
who never takes advantage of 
the customer even though the 
opportunity presents itself. 


* * * 


* 


IHEY don’t want confusion when | 


they perform the simple act of 
buying a car. They don’t want to| 


They don’t want to bring along a} 





used car values, or an expert who) 
knows the legitimate cost of ac-| 
cessories, finance and insurance. 

* * * 


So the tide will turn. It has 
turned already in a good many 
towns. Automobile buyers want 
to do business with dealers in 
whom they have confidence. They, 
as always, will become repeat 
customers with dealers who treat 


them well. 


* * 


Turning On 


A Some many outstanding deal- 
ers have counteracted the ef- 
fect of price competition by having 
for years turned the spotlight of 
public opinion on the importance 


their dealerships. 
* * * 

But there is an opportunity for 
any outstanding dealer to be on 
top of the market constantly by 
simply doing the necessary things 
to learn where the market is. 
There is no use dispatching your 
salesmen or sending form letters 


By John 0. Munn 


Dealers’ or salesmen's comments, questions 














or requests may be 
Munn in care of Automotive News, Detroit, 
@ will be kept in confidence if requested. 









Finding Persons 


Who'll Buy 


OR instance, if you are located 

in an average town of say 13,000, 
there are probably only 900 per- 
sons in your town who ever bought 
a new car or who ever will buy a 
new car. When you consider your 
own particular price class, 
number of 900 prospects is again 
considerably lowered. Then, these | 
new car buyers come into the mar- 
ket on the average of every three 
years so there are not more than 
300 buyers in any one year. Those 
300 people will embrace 85 percent 
of the total of new car buyers for 
the year. The other 15 percent will 
come from used car buyers step- 
ping up to new car ownership and 
people who never owned a car be- 
fore. This 15 percent you cannot 
identify in advance and you will 
have to depend on floor play, | 
friendly owners, or salesmen to 
bring them in. So, out of the popu- 
lation in your territory there is 
only a certain specific percentage 
of persons going to buy cars each 
year. = 

These buyers can be identified 
by keeping a record of their buy- 
ing habits year after year. The 
dealer can determine not only 
how frequently they buy, but | 
whether they remain loyal to one | 
line or change to another. When 
a dealer has this record he can 
dispatch his salesmen or apply 
sales effort 60 days before the 
record indicates the prospect is | 
going to buy. With this market 
information the dealer keeps 
these people off the street, and 
keeps them from shopping from 
dealer to dealer. He has the op- 
portunity of pre-approaching 
them before they have made up 
their minds. The dealer not only 
has had the advance opportunity 
to sell the car he handles, but | 
the chance to sell the advantage 
of patronizing his dealership. | 








New Car Prospects 


Are Fewer 
ET me tell you one existing 
fallacy of many systems of iden- 
tifying the market. Automobile 
dealers will buy registrations of a} 
given year and the ordinary dealer 
will find these registrations a great 
deal larger than the formula I have 
indicated above. He will forget that | 
among the registrations there are 





‘fully 75 to 80 percent of them, if | 
| they are cars of two years or older, | 


which were bought as used cars. 
Few of these, therefore, are new} 
car prospects and so should be| 
eliminated from the new car sell- | 


ing effort. 


* * 


Almost every dealer has some | 
prospect-locating system. Too 
few of them work it consistently. | 
Some of the systems are costly 
in money or man power. 

* * * 


| 


Select Deals 


Carefully 


F new car production is cut down 
next fall, then a dealer will need | 


that | § 





a carefully worked out prospect- 
locating plan so that he will have | 
a greater selection of prospects. 
Such a dealer can carefully select 
his deals and make a real profit 
on each. If there are to be plenty | 
of cars next fall, then such a sys- | 
'tem will be invaluable. Because, | 
with the entire market identified, a 
dealer can be in on all deals and 
|thus have a greater selection in 
|choosing the deals on which he| 
can make money and still get) 
satisfactory volume. I know of 
some wonderful results obtained by 
dealers with a desirable prospect 
locating system. Just recently I re- 
|} ceived a letter from a dealer in a 


or even paying for newspaper ad- 
vertising that reaches everybody 
in the community. That costs 





Are YOU 


Training 
Mechanics? 


and it is largely wasted 
effort. In our field the buying 
power is easily identified through 
the necessity of automobile own- 


money, 


" ie icense plates. | town of 17,000. He has tough com- 
Of — =. "aoe license | petition. All cars are represented. 
plates are a method of the state He happens to be one of the deal- 
collecting revenue and identify- | ers who has two competitors even 
ing cars for legal purposes. Reg- | in that size town selling one of the 
istrations serve automobile deal- | cars he handles. He gives a system 
ers and other merchants in that like this the credit for making 

ey identify the people who / $54,000 last year. He got to the 


they 


have the money to buy. prospects first. 








OVER 3,000 CARS sold in two years 
is the record made by Downtown Motor 
Sales, Los Angeles, Hudson’s largest 
dealer west of Detroit. No wonder 
Earl Reynolds, new car sales manager, 
is so enthusiastically celebrating the 
= birthday of Downtown Motor 
Sales. 


Oldsmobile Starts 
National Mechanic 


Training Program 


LANSING.—A national mechan- 
ics training program sponsored by 
Oldsmobile and participated in by 
the company’s ‘6 zones and its en- 
tire dealer organization, was an- 
nounced last week by J. J. Dobbs, 





| Oldsmobile’s general service man- 


ager. 

“The program is planned to train 
new men to fill the positions left 
vacant by automobile mechanics 
moved to defense industries,” said 
Dobbs. “The demand for skilled 
mechanics is greater today than 


lever before and because of present 


defense activities this demand 
promises to increase. Oldsmobile 
will outline a program to its field 
organization and dealer body ex- 
plaining where to obtain these new 
men and how to train them.” 

The announcement service meet- 
ings will be national in scope and 
will be conducted by Oldsmobile 


| managers in all zone cities. Dealers 


and service managers will attend 
the zone meetings. Followup meet- 
ings will be held by zone service 
managers in all dealerships. 





'Coltrin Sueceeds Martin 


As Akron Assn. Secretary 


AKRON.—R. L. Arnett, president 
of Akron District Automobile 


| Dealers Assn., announces that 


Charles E. Coltrin had been elected 
secretary-manager by the associa- 
tion’s board of directors. Coltrin 
replaces Paul E. Martin, who has 
been called into the United States 
Army. 

Coltrin was associated with a 
firm of public accountants doing 
tax and financial statement work 
before coming into the automobile 
business. After several years in the 


|retail business Coltrin entered the 


wholesale end of the business for 
a large automobile manufacturer 
where he was associated for seven 
years in various capacities. The 
latest of these positions was district 
manager in the Akron territory, 
having been here for 3‘ years. 









Non-Strikers 
Dispute Picket 


Decision 


SAN FRANCISCO.—Regarded 
as a pivotal test to determine 
just how much pressure organ- 
ized labor may apply to achieve 
its objectives, the Howard Auto- 
mobile Co. salesmen picketing 
case has been appealed to the 
U. S. supreme court by the deal- 
ership’s employes. The case was 
brought about by tactics of the 
AFL car salesmen’s union. 

By a 4-to-3 decision, the Cali- 
fornia supreme court last Oc- 
tober upheld the right of unions 
to picket for a closed shop re- 
gardless of the wishes of the 
employes involved. 

Employes of the Buick dis- 
tributor here claim they have no 
labor dispute with the company 
and have asked the U. S. su- 
preme court for a ruling. 
























Georgia Dealers Elect Smith 


Annual Convention Studies 


Problems Facing Industry 


ATLANTA. (UTPS). Walter 
Blanchard, general manager of 
National Automobile Dealers’ Assn., 
and Wayne Hearn, automotive 
sales counsellor, were principal 
speakers at a meeting of the 
Georgia Automobile Dealers’ Assn. 
held here Thursday and Friday at 
Hotel Ansley. 

The meeting was presided over 
by Henry Darling, of Augusta, 
head of the association. The morn- 
ing session was taken up with re- 
ports of the president and other 


officers of the association, and 
with the appointment of com- 
mittees. 


Blanchard and Hearn made their 
talks at the afternoon session of 
the convention. Attorney General 
Ellis Arnall, of Georgia, was the 
principal speaker at a banquet that 
evening. At this time officers for 
the coming year were elected and 
installed. 


A highlight of the afternoon's 
session was a roundtable discus- 
sion of problems affecting the in- 
dustry, under the leadership of 
Blanchard, in which problems con- 
fronting the industry were dis- 
cussed and questions answered. 

Hal Smith, Atlanta, was elected | 
president; Fred S. Morton, Way- 
cross, first vice-president; Frank 
Graham, Atlanta, second vice- 
president; R. L. Wade, Atlanta, | 





Loan Company 
Hits Competition 
With Club Service 


CHICAGO.—Competition by auto- 
mobile clubs with installment con- 
cerns in the fields of financing and 
insurance has drawn fire from the 
General Finance Corp., which 
maintains headquarters here. 


The answer of the company is 
to offer touring, road, towing and 
other services to those who finance 
and insure their automobiles 
through General Finance and the 
Mid-American Insurance Co. Such 
customers also automatically rate 





membership in the Automobile 
Touring Assn., and its local af- 
filiates. 


Another coup by General Finance | 
is to issue an elaborate road atlas 
published by Rand McNally Co.,| 
covering the United States, Canada 
and Mexico. Enclosed in the map| 
are separate folders giving dis- 
tances to various large cities and 
a list of hotels, cabin camps and| 
restaurants. Automobile dealers 
and their salesmen are being sup- 
plied with all of this material. 


The company presents selling 





tion with the atlas. 


106 Dealers Added 


SOUTH BEND.—Figures released by 
Ken B. Elliott, vice-president in charge 
of sales of Studebaker Corp., show 
that, throughout the country, 106 new 
dealers joined the Studebaker selling 
forces during March. 


talks of its finance plan in connec- | 








treasurer, and L. L. Austin, Atlanta, 
secretary. 

Directors are A. K. Dearing, 
Savannah; J. R. Gunn, Bainbridge; 
J. H. MeMurris, Columbus; C. D. 
Randall, Griffin; George Couch, 
Atlanta; R. C. Dunlap, Macon; 
Jack Tuggle, Rome; John Williams, 
Valdosta; Dan Jacobs, Gainesville, 
and Henry Darling, Augusta. 

Harry Sommers, Atlanta, was 
named director of National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. 


Rice Is Named 
By K. C. Dealers 


KANSAS CITY. — The Kansas 
City Motor Car Dealers Assn. held 
their annual election Apr. 7. Harry 
F. Rice of the Downtown Buick 
Co. was elected president. N. S. 
O'Neill, of the Greenlease-O’Neill 
company was made vice-president. 
H. D. Bullock is executive secre- 
tary. 

Other members of the board of 
directors are A. K. Simpson, of the 
Union Finance Co.; John R. Cun- 
ningham of the Brace Motor Co., 
(Oldsmobile); Ray Brelsford of 
Broadway Motors (Ford); M. P. 
Lawler, of Lawler Nash Co.; Rol- 
and Record of Jackson Motors, 
Inc. (Dodge and Plymouth); Jack 
Sight of Sight Bros. Chevrolet Co. 
and E. H. Norrington of the Mc- 
Clure-Norrington Chevrolet Co. Mr. 
Norrington is the outgoing presi- 
dent. 

L. C. Cargile, president of the 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
was the guest speaker. 

He predicted many changes in 
the “shining gadgets” because of 
demand for certain metals in de- 
fense program. He feels the de- 
mand for automobiles will be in- 
creased due to the larger pay en- 
velopes as a result of the defense 
employment and perhaps a de- 
crease in production due to the 
withdrawal of skilled craftsmen 
from the motor industry to be used 
in the armament production work. 


K. C. Dealers Lose 
$156,000 Volume 


KANSAS CITY.—March new car 
sales here by other than author- 
ized Kansas City dealers reached a 
total of 195 units. March, 1940, saw 
187 new cars sold by “foreign” 
dealers. . 

At an average of $800 per unit, 
$156,000 in gross volume was lost 
by Kansas City dealers. 





Grand Rapids Dealers to 


Hold Weekly Meetings 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—Grand 
Rapids Passenger Car Dealers 


| Assn. monthly meeting last week 
jat the Pantlind hotel recorded a 


100 percent attendance. At this 
time they decided to meet once a 
week because of the new problems 
resulting from the defense prow 
gram. 





taken at the official start of the Great Lakes navigation 
huge automobile-carrying cargo ship, 


THIS PHOTO, 
season, shows the S.S. Crescent City, 
about to swing out into the Detroit River with a load of new De Soto auto- 


mobiles for Cleveland. Alongside, waiting to take the Crescent City’s place 
at the dock, is the S.S. Graham C. Woodruff, another big carrier of automobiles. 
With the official navigation season just launched and the national defense and 
automobile industries booming, Great Lakes mariners report they’re ready for 
their heaviest season of water-borne commerce of all time. 








Founded in 1925 as Automotive Daily News | --G word tw e E 


Automotive 











The Newspaper of the Industry wonye me 
Published Every Monday at | RUMBLES One good thing about 
DETROIT, U.S.A. ONA making a long auto- 
Cable Address—AUDANE, Detroit RAMBLE! mobile drive is that, 
2751 East Jefferson Ave. Telephone Fitzroy 7070 separated from the 
New York—51 E. 42nd St. Washington—Chandler Bldg. Chicago—307 N. Michigan Ave. | telephone and the other annoyances 
Murray Hill—6-0104 National 4303 Franklin 2508 lof the day, you get a chance to do 
ee . : : 
George M. Slocum, Publisher some high-powered thinking. For 
Chris Sinsabaugh, Editor "4 RB. srignice. Syne oe itemer some reason, it seems that I can 
Bernard J. Wemhoff, Managing Editor olin M. Selph, Advertising Man concentrate better when drivin 
Harry A. Williams, Associate Editor | Edward Kruspak, Eastern Manager ae cl Seago oo 
R. Ww. Crowly, Used Car Editor Willard R. Cotton, Western Manager my own car an e e 
else is driving me. The psycho-ana- 
RESIDENT CORRESPONDENTS |lysts probably have an explanation 
Akron—Rex McConnell tndianapolis—Farl Bullock Portland, Ore.—F. K. Haskell | for this fact and I assume that my 
Austin, Tex.—Alex Louls Kansas City—H. I1. James Providence—Joseph Whittaker a toe . If that is 
Atlanta—J. H. Reed Lincoln, Neb.—Geo. Kline Richmond, Va.—T. D. Eaton case 1S an average one. aU is 
Birmingham, Ala—Geo. Watson _—_ Little Rock—Lynn Hubbard Salt Lake = Bae Liddle true my conclusion is that most 
Boston—Jim Sullivan London—tLeicester Cotton San Antonio—B. C. Reber . an : i : is done 
Buffalo—Geo. E. Toles Los Angeles—Slim Barnard San Francisco—Leon Pinkson of ngage th y° ng 1s aie 
Butte, Mont.—Ronald Flamm Louisville—Lew Ullrich St. Louis—Sam X. Hurst in t ese high pressure days 1s done 
Chicago—Mel Adams Milwaukee—Wisconsin Bureau St. Petersbare—-Al Merritt riding to or from work or on the 
Cincinnati—Jack Warrington Montreal—Roy Carmichael Seattle—D. M. Trepp on at . : a . er- 
Columbus, 0.—?. C. Garrard Nashville—Clyde Grissam Spartanburg, S. C.—1L. D. Bray occasional longer tag erage P hh 
Concord, N.H.—Guy Langley New Orleans—Fred Cumbus Syracuse—J. Burr Bell haps this is another eather in the 
Denver—Ira Alexander New York—Bethune Jones ae we ee cap of this industry and we may 
Des Moines—Ethel Daniels Oklahoma City—E. W. Fair Vancouver—F. Hi. Fullerton . iin a 
Harrisburg, Pa.—Geo. Shelley Pittsburgh—Margaret Russell Washington—Wm. Ullman be needing all the feathers we can 
Hartford, Conn.—C. B. Barr Portland, Me.—O. J. Magee Wilmington, Del.—Wm. Brodie get, to maintain our present pro- 
(Other Cities Covered by Universal Trade Press Syndicate) duction schedules without govern- 
. a ake ic tbat maa 


ment interference, before many 


Subscription ONE YEAR $4; TWO YEARS $6, including annual Almanac | )oons have passed. 
* ab 


Edition, for United States and Canada, also Mexico, Cuba and Panama. 





To other countries, one year $6.00. Single copies 10c. Advertising Rates: * 

See Standard Rate and Data, or write for rate card. No Free List! I have driven through a dozen 
scuttle soa eee : 

states in the past few weeks, mostly 

Entered as second-class matter Post Office, Detroit, under Act of Mar. 3, 1879 s ’ 3 

Copyright 1941 Slocum Publishing Co. Printed in U.S. A. in the east and southeast, but I 

Member of Audit Bureau of Circulations have not been in one in which 

—— | there were fot signs of defense 

AUTOMOTIVE OUR PLEDGE preparation apparent on every 


hand. It is no longer uncommon 
to pass from one to a dozen Army 
vehicles—-I have even seen fairly 
heavy guns and armored tanks and 
tractors on the highways. These 
heavy vehicles are going to give 


One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
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of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best aan a of te ceed te aoe = 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to sprea : : 
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the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, a as a $5-to es i. stich Ch os 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which ee ae ee ee rys- 


ae ie ler will soon be building over paved 
is timely, authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1983). highways in this country. It is one 











thing destroying the roads of your 





DETROIT, APRIL 21, 1941 own country in peace time and quite 
another when you are deliberately 
Our Industry’s Beau Geste ee ee 
o first producer of consumers’ goods to curtail output * ¢ 8 
in the interest of the greater public welfare, the automo-| Through the south one cannot 


mobile industry accepts willingly the Washington edict that, ik cee ..- eee ch eee 


after Aug. 1, it shall cut 20 percent off its production iN | of black citizens and even a good 
order to conserve materials and labor for the arming of the | many white ones. Perhaps one who 
nation. No gun was shoved in its ribs, for last fall it pledged a = = glass —" = > 
itself and its members to do that very thing when the zero | 2VCT#se._fimerican sa not point 

; . .. |Slum districts should not point 
hour came. So last Thursday’s action on the part of this| to the living conditions in another 
industry was a beau geste of its sincerity in this patriotic} section. But what I have in mind 
duty. Its action should be a lesson for slow-moving industries | is that it seems a rather strange 


is : analogy that we are tossing billions 
to study and do likewise. around like snowballs to change 


In this case the wind is tempered to the shorn lamb in| the living conditions of Europeans 
that the cut will not go into effect until Aug. 1, about the|when so many of the voters in 
end of the model year for many, so there still remains more | this democracy live on a lower scale 
than three months in which dealers will be able to take ad- i Bee ee Oe he 
vantage of the present bull market. Unquestionably, this} down to these levels it is probably 
market is abnormal, it’s a seller’s market brought about by | difficult to distinguish between 
fear of increased taxes later on and the belief that seems to| “worse and worser.”, 
exist in places that the ’41 car is better built and made of}  tatkea with a good many auto- 
better materials than will be the ’42. We are not among} mobile dealers and others directly 
those who think that way. In the long run dealers should] and indirectly dependent on our 
not lose anything, for it is argued that dealer profits could|imdustry. The first question they 


2 : . ask anyone from Detroit is whether 
be the same under the curtailment, JF wild-trading were] 4. not we expect that new car 


stopped. production can be maintained on 


Ersatz in Relief Role present levels in the face of grow- 
ing demands for materials for the 


” ODERN production is an amazing web. Its patterns| defense industry. They all seemed 
are so unpredictable. Now, of course, will appear sub-|¢ncouraged by my perhaps overly 
stitutes, such as plastics in place of metals, and then syn-|9Ptmistic reply that there was no 
thetic materials of many kinds, and from this necessity will} of which indicated any immediate 
come new styles and new shapes, many of which will turn|curtailment. Of course most of 
out to be even more desirable.” So says a paragraph in the| them probably did not know that 
Saturday Evening Post editorial. “Shapes of Necessity,” in| 3 "ively to be wrens aa = 
the current issue, which is devoted to analyzing the automo-| Nowhere could I find any signs 
bile situation and the conservation of special metals ordered | of a slackening in demand for new 
by the government. cars and everywhere there was an 
The SEP is not alone in its thinking when it predicts that | NV¢tsing, de fy aedins te cele 
out of this necessity ‘‘will come new styles and new shapes, | prices. Everyone agrees that there 
many of which will turn out to be even more desirable.’’| is no excuse for dealers engaging 
The automobile industry itself has come to this way of think-| '? 4 Rpeoend trading orgy. No one 
ing since forced to look around for substitutions. It has cues te ae wa ea cae 
found that other materials can be used in place of nickel,| gram but when you pick up the 
aluminum, zinc and magnesium, and that plastics can hej local newspapers you can see that 
used to advantage in many places, and eventually may be-| the same tragic policy, is | being 
come body material. It will be remembered that in the first | oi iinea te no ar eon 
World War the Germans were forced to use what were then| tion. Everyone agrees that if there 
regarded as inferior substitutes and were termed “ersatz,” | ever was a time when something 
the term being applied in a sneering way by the Allies. But |(?"/@ be done about it it is now, 


' , : ; : : 4. |and that if a Moses could come 
in most cases ersatz worked out exceedingly well — it was) fonyard to lead them he would 
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Automotive News Cartoon by Ogg FitzGera 


Any Ice Today? 


In This Corner 
‘Hydraulic Drive ......’ 








The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 
be observed upon request. 





Hydraulic Drive ‘tories continue high, with sale 


rospects seasonally i 
Mr. Aracid Hoffman, editor of|" ¥ on 


, ; ; Central Texas agricultural con- 
Pennsylvania Motorist, advises me| ,.,- js oll 7 
that you may have information ditions are favorable notwithstand- 


relative to the report that hydrau- | _ me peaating of crops. - 
lic four-wheel drive has been tried | CT@lly speaking, people are going 
in your city. jalong in the even tenor of their 


I understand that the person who ways, apparently oblivious to any 
is working on this in Detroit is|P0Ssible consequences to their in- 
using a separate turbine on each dividual lives, now or in the fu 
wheel of the car. Any information | ture, account of the European war 
you can give me relative to this | It definitely reflects that the aver. 
person’s name and address, as well! age person thinks in_ restricted 


as results of tests, would be appre- | . 7 : ’ , 
ciated.—Gil Robin, Pittsburgh. | °"™S-—J- N. Mitchell, Waco, Tes 


Epitor’s Note: Further informa- | 


tion on the hydraulic four-wheel Sak ge Years Age 


drive you mention can be ob- 

tained from Frank O. Emmitt, (... from Automotive News files) 
Packard-Grand River Co., 10340 
Grand River Ave., Detroit. No Fifteen Years Ago . 
information is available on re- | ape ae ay, « = nS 
aulte nate |} Alrways was celebrated on Apr, Jo 
sults of tests. | in the year 663 trips were undertake! 
jon the Chicago line, 649 being con- 
Bet | pleted . . .Edward G. Wilmer, chair- 
man of Dodge Brothers, was electeé 
There is a little bet on between tee ge company. sneouee 
a a) mm 6 6 6 me a . 
a few friends about a motor ecar| ican factory for the Edward G. Budé 
that was supposed to be made ap Co. of Philadelphia and _ Detroit 
about 18 or 20 vears son_| 8 Organized in Germany for the manu 
ait or he ng Be eis facture of steel automobile products 
y; é er heard of such]... First award for economical truck 
a car and was referred to you] °Peration has been made by the Sovir' 
for this information. The name was| Truck Gat '2 the General Motors 

a Marion Hanley. " 


— ip me if there was Ten Years Ago 
such a car? would appreciate this} Samuel Woolner jr., former preside 
information very much.John Her-| of the Kelly-Springfield Tire Co. au 
big jr., Louisville. president of the Rubber Assn. | 
- a . America, died at the age of 64..- 
biTor’s Note: The Marion-Hand- | Twenty - millionth Ford left the 3 
ley was introduced in 1916. fpmbly line in Detroit, 28 years afte 
the formation of the company ..-. 
c Kelly retired as vice-preside!’ 
Central Texas in charge of commercial activities ‘ 
the Houdaille-Hershey Corp. m4 
New car deliveries in March rae tage Wes ticrdup. award 
‘ a oe De a = 7eneral Motors Export group, awardeé 
showed a substantial increase Over|the Order of the White Lion of tl 
February. Unquestionably, the in- feeie of Czecho-Slovakia. At, th 
peek 5 s a oe ime Mooney was in charge 0 . 
creas Y 
' e, in Central Texas, is at- Overseas Operation group of the Ce 
tributable to the extremely close | Poration. 
margin above cost at which the Five ¥ 4 
new cars have been sold. New c: ce oe Se 
a sold. New car'| Reports compiled by NADA show 
entories are being gradually re-| that in 1935 dealers éstimated a tote 














* * + 


found that ersatz often proved to be superior to the material | have the dealers following almost |@U¢ed, and new car sales prospects | pen rel oe tt 
it had replaced. to a man. : are fair to good. | earnings being ‘slightly. less than | 

Our industry, since the White House edicts, has found | a : _ Became ear sales through March | Corp. ene eee . Bore ee 
by experimenting that the forced changes will not work any} avrosorve News is (for the at rie etn a - Se ey ee “eee ten 
great hardships on them, which should be encouraging news| time in its history) America's only | — ger creck terms. Inven- ing is one of three men named ! 
to automobile dealers who have feared that these changes | weekly trade paper in the motor} dustry” more completely, more of bronze, medal ‘amd SLO). for. sce 
would result in an inferior 1942 product. We have no such) Vehicle industry! This places on) thoroughly and more independently | {84,tesearch . Ruling made thf 
fear ourselves and, like the Post, we think than “many of |/Svnsivitty to cover tne news sia peste wn cree ict he a. Ht athe an” rd 
which will turn out to be even more desirable.” ‘views of “America’s greatest ‘in- lutely fresh! GMS. i et obese | yiton af the “Saker Garnier Act 


ICC's ruling 
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F COURSE they do their buying in town, 

? these upper-half farm families...but they’re 

sold where they live, out beyond the city 

limits! That’s where they first see the ads 

“~~ that tempt ’em...persuade ’em... build up 
their confidence in a product. 


Are they reading ads about your merchandise? 


If it’s advertised in Country Gentleman, they are. For 
outside city limits Country Gentleman is America’s 
favorite magazine! Its circulation exceeds COLLIER’S 
by 185%"... LIBERTY by 373% ... LIFE by 283% ...THE 
POST by 156% ... GOOD HOUSEKEEPING by 664% ... 


WOMAN'S HOME COMPANION by 93% ... LADIES’ HOME 
JOURNAL by 100% ... McCALL’S by 123%! 


Are you making the most of a real sales opportunity? 


Country Gentleman brings ’em into town, but from 
there on, Mister, it’s up to you. 

Why not take advantage of the advertising that 
manufacturers are doing for you? 

— Stock the merchandise that’s advertised in Country 
Gentleman!...Tie in with your own local ads, so people 
will know where to buy that merchandise! 

—And display that merchandise where they can 
see it! 
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Gili DOGO 


IN THE TOP OF 


THE TOP HALF OF AMERICA 
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LEGISLATION |_— 





State Law Mills Giving Motorists Substantial Gains 
Sizes, Weight, Uniform Code, 


Diversion Receiv ing Attention 


DETROIT. — At the end of the 
first three months of the legislative 
year, 18 regular and one special 


(Utah) state sessions have ad- 
journed sine die. Several states 
will shortly close up legislative 


shops. The volume of bills is run- 
ning ahead of former years. 

Substantial gains to highway 
users have been secured in the 
field of size and weight limits. 
Three more states have given the 
people the opportunity to vote at 
the next general election on con- 
stitutional amendments dedicating 
highway user revenues to road 
purposes. 

Threatened gasoline tax increases 
in several states have not materi- 
alized thus far. Truck license fees 
have been revised in a few states. 

Compensation for motor vehicle 
accidents, local sharing, toll roads, 
legislative study commissions, and 
restrictive limitations on highway 
transportation are live issues in 
more states than usual. 

There is active interest in de- 
fense highway needs and traffic 
problems. 

Size and Weight Limits 


Of outstanding importance is the 
trend towards reising size and 
weight limits in harmony with the 
recommendations of American 
Assn. of State Highway Officials. 
Removal of highway bottlenecks 
was initiated by Tennessee which 
increased its gross weight limit 
from 24,000 to 30,000 pounds. Texas 
followed by abolishing its 7,000- 
pound load limit in favor of scien- 
tific standards using the formula 
of 700 (L plus 40) with a maximum 


Truck License 
Fees Revised 


Upward in Tex. 


AUSTIN, Tex.—A new scale of 
truck license fees went into effect 
last week as Gov. W. Lee O’Daniel 
placed his signature on a Dill 
passed by the Texas legislature. 

A companion measure to the new 
38,000-pound gross weight truck 
law, the license fee bill revised the 
charges assessed against vehicles 
in the higher weight brackets. 

The fee per 100 pounds or frac- 
tion thereof is scheduled as follows: 


Gross Weight Pneumatic Solid 
in Pounds ires Tires 

B= Ge wesc D MMi ices $ .50 
6,001- 8,000 ....... Beebe is aikv iets 60 
8,001-10,000 ....... ie a cacen -70 
10,001-17,000 ....... Rane ss 80 
17,001-24,000 ....... GEES 3a0s'si oc 90 
24,001-31,000 ....... Wo ees a 1.00 
31,001l-and up....... TOR «aoe 1.20 


Trucks run by diesel or butane 


gasoline motors carry a 10 percent} 


additional fee. 
The schedule of fees on trailers 
or semi-trailers follows: 


Gross Weight Pneumatic Solid 
in Pounds Tires Tires 
2 ee Pane oseais $ .40 
6,001- 8,000 ....... ix 4oo ace 00 
8,001-10,000 ....... .50....... 60 
10,001-17,000 ....... Me kas .80 
17,001-and up....... Dieses .90 


gross weight of 38,000 pounds. 
Georgia adopted the AASHO 
recommendations. 


A new Vermont law substitutes 
650 pounds per inch of tire width 
in lieu of a 16,000-pound axle limit. 
Limits conforming more closely to 
the AASHO recommendations and 
regional standards have been en- 
acted in Arizona, Indiana and 
North Dakota, but similar bills died 
in North Carolina, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Washington and Wyoming. 
A South Dakota law permits over- 
length and over-weight operations 
in order to furnish transportation 
facilities to communities where 
service has been abandoned by the 
railroads. 

Remedial action in current legis- 
latures focuses attention on the 
remaining bottleneck states such as 
Kentucky and Alabama whose leg- 
islatures are not in session this 
year. 

Anti-Diversion Amendments and 

Local Sharing 

Proposed constitutional amend- 
ments to protect the integrity of 
revenue from highway user taxes 
have been introduced in 19 states. 
Legislatures in Iowa, Oregon and 
West Virginia have adopted reso- 
lutions submitting such amend- 
ments to vote of the people for 
ratification. The Wisconsin resolu- 
tion, which like that in Iowa had 
previously passed the 1939 legisla- 
ture, has passed the lower house, 
but may not get through the senate. 
Anti-diversion constitutional 
amendments were allowed to die 
in Arkansas, Georgia, Indiana, 
Maryland, New Mexico, Washing- 
ton and Wyoming and are still 
pending in Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maine, Massachusetts, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhode Island, Texas and 
Wisconsin. The Nevada legislature 
passed a bill designed to legalize 
certain highway activities con- 
strued as prohibited by the anti- 
diversion constitutional amend- 
ments. 

A large volume of bills would 
increase the sharing of local gov- 
ernmental subdivisions in highway 
funds. Some of the bills would re- 
lax or fail to provide for proper 
supervision of the expenditure of 
highway funds by cities and coun- 
ties. In a few states measures 
would permit local subdivisions to 
divert the money to non-highway 
purposes. 

Indiana legislature increased by 
approximately $3,000,000 the allot- 
ment of highway funds to cities 
and counties. Bills increasing local 
sharing are receiving serious con- 
sideration in Illinois, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Vermont and Wis- 
consin. Similar bills died in Arizona 
and Oregon. 

Motor Fuel Taxation 

Although there have been no in- 
creases or reductions enacted to 
date, “emergency” or additional 
gasoline taxes have been extended 
in New York, North Dakota, Ohio 
and West Virginia, and probably 
will be continued in Massachusetts 
and Minnesota. Bills for increased 


(Continued on Page 16, Col. 1) 





UNALTERED in appearance, these two Buicks are virtual Blitz Buggies. 


Underneath the regular Fisher body the Smart Safety 


Engineering Co. of 


Detroit, has placed %-inch armor plate, and the windows are of 9-ply laminated 
bullet-resisting glass strong enough to withstand a barrage of Thompson sub- 
machine guns, 357 Magnum Mausers, Lugers and 351 rifles. A new century gun 
port, built to accommodate any of the above guns, provides ample offensive 
strength for occupants. The cars are mounted on the Special series chassis. 
The added weight has reduced top speed very little and test showed adequate 
performance, it’s reported. Four of the cars were built on order for the Mans- 


field (O.) police department. 
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At Nash ‘Victory Dinners’ . . . 





BEFORE the Nash dealer “Victory Dinner” at Milwaukee last week, these 


men gathered for a chat. Left to right, George W. Mason, 
Kelvinator; William F. Blees, general sales manager; H. G. 
Emery Pomery, Minneapolis distributor, and 0. 


manager ; 
assistant general sales manager. 


resident, Nash- 
Little, advertising 
L. Arnold, Nash 





AT DETROIT dinner. Left to right, Charles Abbott and Howard Bauer, | 
Arnold, Nash assistant general sales manager; 


Detroit Nash distributors; O. L. 


Chris Sinsabaugh, editor of Automotive News, and Ed Keller, Toledo Nash 


distributor. 





IN LOS ANGELES. Left to right, James E. Seever, wholesale manager, 


Nash-California Co.; Mrs. Seever; A. R. B 
Nash-California 


Spencer Honig, president, 


regional manager. 


Nash fleet sales manager; 


oscow, 
Milton N. Larsen, Pacific 


Co.; 





Chain Store Tax Proposed 
In Florida Legislature 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Rep. Cha- 
vous has introduced a new chain 
store license tax bill. He estimates 
it would raise $3,000,000 annually 
for old age assistance. 

Proposed measure, which was 
referred to the finance and taxa- 
tion committee for recommenda- 
tion, contains tax charges ranging 
up to $2,400 a year. It sets up a 
single store’s license tax at $10. 
This would increase, according to 
the number of stores in a chain, 
to $250 each on chains of 15 to 20 
stores and $800 each on stores in 
chains of 100 or more. Rep. Cha- 
vous explained that the size of a 
chain would be determined by the 
number of stores in the United 
States. 

A number of automobile bills 
have been introduced in the house. 
Some of the measures provide for: 


License tags at $10 each for cars 





Pa. Anti-Diversion Bill 
Gathers Heavy Support 


HARRISBURG, Pa.— (UTPS).— 
Approval of a “good roads” consti- 
tutional amendment at the present 
session of the legislature became 
probable last week as additional 
members of the senate and house 
indicated their readiness to sup- 
port the pending bill. 

The bill provides that all motor- 
ist tax money shall be spent ulti- 


mately for highway purposes and | 


it imposes restrictions on tempor- 
ary loans and transfers from the 
motor license fund. Such borrow- 
ings still would be possible for 
limited periods of time but pro- 
visions are made for prompt and 
certain repayment of the loans. 


of less than 2,800 pounds, and $15 
each for cars over that weight. 
oe prices range from $5 to 

Labeling of cars used for taxi- 
cabs, U-drive-it or for-hire busi- 
ness when cars are offered for 
second-hand sale. 

Emblems on license tags for ad- 
vertising the state of Florida. 
Florida Chamber of Commerce en- 
dorsed this proposal. 

Regulating and licensing factory 
branches and representatives of 
automobile manufacturers. 

Setting 60 miles an hour as 
maximum speed for motor vehicles 
on state highways. 





Mo. Legislators Urged 


To Lift State Barriers 


KANSAS CITY.—The roads and 
highways committee of the Mis- 
souri House of Representatives has 
recommended for passage a bill to 
permit out-of-state trucks to oper- 
ate into Kansas City and other 
border cities without payment of 
permit fees under the Missouri 
public service commission. In ad- 
dition to providing exemptions to 
out state vehicles, the bill has a 
reciprocity agreement, in that bor- 
dering states extend the same ex- 
emptions to Missouri owned trucks. 

The committee also approved for 
passage a bill giving authority to 
the highway department weight 
officers, to make arrests in case of 
law violations. Another bill places 
the state highway under provisions 
of the state workman’s compen- 
sation law, so they could be com- 
pensated in case of injury or the 
families could recover claims for 
accidental deaths. 





‘Delaware Senate 
Adds Approval 
— ToFairTrade Act 


| DOVER, Del.—Both branches of 
the Delaware legislature haye 
passed a fair trade act, authorizing 
minimum resale price contracts be. 
tween manufacturers and retailers 
and at this writing the measure re. 
quired only Gov. Walter W. Ba. 
con’s signature to become law. 


The bill was passed by the sen. 
ate, following previous approval by 
the house, in which it was intro. 
duced by Rep. Abner Woodward. 

Such legislation has _ previously 
been placed on the statute books 
of 44 states. A bill to add Vermont 
to the list of states with such laws 
| was defeated earlier this year jp 

the lower branch of that state's 
legislature, while similar measures 
also have been current year issues 
in Texas and Missouri. 


One of the provisions of the 
measure given approval by the 
Delaware legislature states: 

“Wilfully and knowingly adver. 
tising, offering for sale or selling 
any commodity at less than the 
price stipulated in any contract en. 
tered into pursuant to the pro- 
visions of this act, whether the per. 
son so advertising, offering for sale 
| or selling is or is not a party to 
| such contract, is unfair com- 
petition and is actionable at the 
suit of any person damaged there- 
by.” 


| 


Ontario Raises 
Gross Weight 


Limit on Trucks 


TORONTO.— Amendments to the 
Highway Traffic act just passed 
by the Ontario legislature have in- 
creased the gross weights of trucks 
from 2,000 to 4,000 pounds depend- 
ing upon the type of equipment. 

On four-wheel trucks, the gross 
weight has been increased from 
20,000 to 22,000 pounds, on six- 
wheel trucks from 30,000 to 34,000. 
|; on tractor-semi units from 35,000 
to 38,000 and on _ tractor-tandem 
semi-units from 40,000 to 44,000 
pounds. 

At the same time, the act was 
changed to permit the weighing of 
tractor-semi units as one vehicle 
so that operators will no longer 
be fined for loading one end of a 
combination heavy, while the other 
is light. 


Advantages Cited 
In Pa. Truck Bill 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS).-— 
Enactment of the bill to modernize 
truck weight and license provisions 
of existing state laws will afford 
substantial relief to farmers, 
tradesmen and small businessmen 
operating light delivery trucks, S. 
F. Niness, vice-president of Penn- 
sylvania Motor Truck Assn., told 4 
recent meeting of truck operators 
here representing every county in 
the state. The measure, house bill 
690, recently passed the house and 
is now in the senate. 

Denying that the bill was an 

attempt by a small minority to 
accomplish a selfish purpose, Niness 
pointed out that one of its pro- 
visions will directly benefit the 
Owner or operator of the small 
delivery truck. 
; “It will correct the long-standing 
injustice against operators of these 
lighter vehicles through revision of 
the ‘R’ and ‘S’ tag classifications, 
Niness said. “License tag fees for 
these smaller trucks would be re 
duced, it was pointed out, by setting 
up these tags on the basis of true 
carrying capacity.” 


Iu the Hopper 


Added Fuel Tax Asked 
KJALLAHASSEE, Fla.-Senator A. 0, 
Aanner has introduced a_ bill callin? 
for re-enactment of the law levyiné 

| the seventh cent of the Florida gas 
line tax. 
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Bill Passed Exempting Dealers - 
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From Used Car Inventory Tax 


ANNAPOLIS, Md. 
dealers emerged unscathed in the 
session of the legislature here, 
which ended Apr. 1, according to 
a bulletin of Automobile Trade 
Assn. of Maryland. 

The bulletin stated every bill in- 
troduced, that was harmful to the 


automobile dealer’s business, was 
defeated. 
A summary of the most im- 


portant bills that passed, but still 


subject to approval by the gov- 
ernor, follows: 
SB 27 ~ Providing that license 


tags may be issued by the clerks 
of court in certain counties of the 
state if requested by the county 
commissioners of those counties. 

SB 31 -Providing that chauffeur 
licenses shall expire every two 
years instead of every year. 

SB 51-- Provides regulations of 
installment sales of all commodi- 
ties, including automobiles. 

SB 52—Provides for the licensing 
of banks, finance and trust com- 
panies with provisions for investi- 
gating any complaint of a buyer 
having reason to believe that any 
law was violated in connection 
with an installment sale. 


SB 62-—-(Section 166, article 56) 
At present, the commissioner of 
motor vehicles shall suspend the 
operators or chauffeur license of 
anyone who has a judgment ren- 
dered against him for damages on 
account of personal injury or death 
or property damage in excess of 
$25 resulting from the ownership, 
maintenance or operation of a 
motor vehicle until such judgment 
is satisfied. Senate Bill 62 strikes 
out the words “in excess of $25.” 
SB 100—(Section 154 of article 
56)—Provides that motor vehicles 
used by farmers may be operated 
on that part of a public road 
which is adjacent to their farm 
without being registered by the 
commissioner of motor vehicles. 
SB 253—(New article 95'+)—-Pro- 
viding for a uniform trust receipts 


(Sections 159, 159A and 
160 of article 56)-Sections 159 and 
159A amends the present law 


whereby in Baltimore city (as well 





70 MPH on Pa. Turnpike 
Okayed by Gov. James 
HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS). 

—The maximum speed limit on 

the 160-mile Pennsylvania Turn- 

pike between Harrisburg and 

Pittsburgh was set at 70 miles 

an hour under a bill signed last 

week by Gov. Arthur H. James, 
who warned that’ excessive 
speeds must not make _ the 

“dream” highway a “nightmare 

of fatal accidents.” 

Speed limits of all vehicles are 
increased on the turnpike, while 
the maximum on state highways 
remain at 50 miles an hour. 

“I would hesitate to sign this 
bill,” the governor said, “if the 
bill did not contain a very im- 
portant saving clause. I refer 
to the portion which gives full 
authority to, and places full 
responsibility upon the turnpike 
commission not to permit speeds 
which prove to be excessive.” 





Maryland|as in the rest of the state) 


only 
the personal property tax on auto- 
mobiles need be paid in order to 
transfer title or secure tags. Sec- 
tion 160: Nothing in Section 159, 
159A or 160 however, shall be con- 
strued to prohibit a registered mo- 
tor vehicle dealer from transfer- 
ring, assigning, or reassigning an 
assignment of title to any motor 
vehicle taken in trade by said deal- 
er as a partial payment on the 
purchase of another motor vehicle 
provided the title to the motor 
vehicle so purchased is issued in 
the same name as the title to the 
motor vehicle traded in, and the 
commissioner of motor’ vehicles 
shall execute all such applications 
for transfer, assignment:.or reas- 
signment of titles made by a reg- 
istered motor vehicle dealer pro- 
vided said dealer has given to the 
commissioner proper notice of the 
receipt of said vehicles as required 
by Section 155 of this article when 
said applications are submitted 
upon proper forms furnished by 
the commissioner. 

SB 421— (Section 196, article 56) 

Repeals the entire motor truck 
weight law and substitutes in lieu 
thereof the following: No motor 
vehicle or _ physically connected 
combination of motor’ vehicles, 
mounted on pneumatic tires, shall 
have an axie load in excess of 600 
pounds per inch of the aggregate 
width of its tires or more than 
22,400 pounds in any event; pro- 
vided, however, that with respect 
to any vehicle containing coupled 
axles spaced less than 50 inches 
apart measured horizontally be- 
tween their center lines, the load 
for each of such coupled axles 
shall not exceed 18,000 pounds. 


SB 431—-(Section 71A, article 21) 

Provides that a recorded con- 
ditional sales contract is void as to 
third parties, three years after 
date of recording unless refiled or 
re-recorded. 


SB 435—(Section 12, article 81)— 
The present law reads as follows: 
The stock in business of every 
person, firm or corporation en- 
gaged in any manufacturing or 
commercial business in this state 
shall be valued and assessed at its 
fair average value during the 12 
months preceding the date of 
finality, or the portion of such pe- 
riod during which such stock in 
business was held. New bill adds 
to the above the following: But in 
the computation of the fair aver- 
age value of the stock in business 
of registered motor vehicle dealers, 
the value of used motor vehicles, 
titled in Maryland and taken in 
trade by such dealers as partial 
payments on the purchase of other 
motor vehicles, shall be excluded. 


House bills that passed include: 
HB 454. (Section 194, article 56)— 
Provides that Sealed Beam head- 
lights, now illegal under present 
law when approved by the state 
board of motor vehicle headlight 
inspection, are legal in Maryland. 

HB 486 (Section 196, article 56) 

Amends the present law where- 
by the “emergency handbrake” is 


changed to “hand or parking 
brake.” 
HB 784 Provides that the title 


to a car, worth less than $300, in 
the name of a deceased person, 





A QUARTER of a century with various divisions of General Motors Corp. 


was celebrated in Lansing last week by J 7 ‘ 
Presentation of a diamond ring, suitably engraved 


general sales manager. 


L. Myers, Oldsmobile’s assistant 


and bearing the Oldsmobile crest, to honor Myers’ outstanding service record, 
was made by S. E. Skinner, Oldsmobile’s general manager. Photo shows, left 


to right, D. E. 


Ralston, Oldsmobile general sales manager, Myers and Skinner. 





> One 
OPFICIAL 
PALERAIER 


a 


CHRYSLER “NEWPORT,” which will lead the field in the opening lap 


of the Indianapolis speed classic on Memorial Day. 
Jacobson, vice-president in charge of Sales, 
Wallace, president, and A. B. ‘‘Tobe’’ Couture, 
Chrysler Corp., who will drive the car at Indianapolis. 


Left to right, Charles L 
Chrysler Sales division; David A 
chief experimental engineer, 





NA MLists Recommendations 
For Anti-Strike Legislation 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Although express- 
ing basic opposition to enactment 
of any compulsory legislation to 
forbid strikes and lockouts in de- 
fense industries, the board of direc- 
tors of the National Assn. of Manu- 
facturers has declared that “if 
voluntary means of settling dis- 


putes without stoppages in defense | 


production are tried and fail and 
legislation then seems necessary, 
we believe such legislation should 
provide: 

“That at least a majority of the 
employes of any unit in which a 
strike is intended must have, by 
properly safeguarded secret vote, 
indicated their desire to go out on 
strike. 


“That the government may main- | 


tain appropriate actions in the 


may be transferred to the person | 


entitled to such car, without ad- 
ministration through the Orphans 
court, if the deceased person left 
no other estate requiring legal ad- 
ministration. 

Most important bills killed in- 
clude: SB 34—Regulating and limit- 
ing the number of hours of per- 
sons driving commercial motor ve- 
hicles. 

SB 64—Providing that a motor 
vehicle, whether wholly owned or 
financed, being operated by any- 
one convicted of drunken driving, 
shall be impounded and kept under 
lock and key for six months. 

SB 103—Prohibiting the use of 
any motor vehicle to transport 
other motor vehicles as is the prac- 
tice of convoy companies deliver- 
ing new cars. 

SB 240—Providing for an ex- 
tension of the garage tax to in- 
clude service stations and areas 
where gasoline or oil is sold. 

SB 407—Provided that no dealer 


shall sell any used motor vehicle | 


unless such vehicle is inspected (at 
a 50 cent fee) by another dealer or 


garage, appointed by the commis-| 


sioner of motor vehicles. 


HB 96—Providing for compulsory | 


motor vehicle insurance, which, ac- 
cording to the experience of other 
states where such a law is in ef- 
fect, substantially reduces the sale 
of used cars. 

HB 106—Providing that the min- 
imum age of operators be 18 in- 
stead of 16 years, the passage of 
which bill would take out of the 
market, sales and service to people 
between the ages of 16 and 18 
years. 

HB 107-—Requiring each gasoline 
pump in Maryland be 
with a filtering device, the lowest 
price of which would be $69. 

HB 129 Increasing the fees on 
commercial hiring vehicles. 

HB 194 
wages and maximum 
each employe. 

HB 218 Prohibiting the 
portation of gasoline by motor ve- 
hicles. 

HB 263 
vehicles from 
of the state between noon on Sat- 
urdays to six o'clock Monday 
mornings. 

HB 373 
recorded in the office where the 
lien was recorded of every con- 
ditional sales contract, chattel 
mortgage or lien, 
be paid, under a penalty, not ex- 
ceeding $25. 


hours for 


Establishing minimum | 
trans- | 


Prohibiting commercial | 
using any highway | : 


Requiring a release be | 


|ecourts of the United States to pre- 
lvent or terminate any strike or 
lockout in violation of such act. 

“That suitable means should be 
provided for the prevention of 
jurisdictional disputes. 

“For making mandatory the vari- 
ous recommendations we have set 
forth herein for the voluntary set- 
tlement of disputes without stop- 
ping production.” 

The association recommended 
that those charged by the govern- 
‘ment with the responsibility of 
mediating between employers and 
employes should adopt a clear na- 
tional policy, similar to that 
adopted by the National War Labor 
Board during the last war, ap- 
proved by outstanding representa- 
tives of organized labor and organ- 
ized industry. This national policy, 
in the opinion of the NAM board, 
| should: 

“State that before strikes or 
lockouts occur, there should be a 
record of negotiation between the 
parties over a reasonable period of 
time. 

“State that employers, employes 
or their respective organizations 
| should not attempt in their mutual 
| relationships to take advantage of 
the national defense emergency. 
| “Declare that both employers and 
employes should make every rea- 
sonable effort to amicably settle, 
by mediation and conciliation, dif- 
ferences which may occur between 
| them. 
| “Provide that the term ‘national 
defense’ shall include any business 
which affects national defense pro- 
|duction whether or not such rela- 
|tionship is directly with the U. S.” 
|. The board offered the Labor 
| Mediation Board the wholehearted 
| cooperation of the NAM and its 
|employment relations committee in 
facilitating uninterrupted defense 
| production. 





| Truck Examinations 
Urged for Canada 


EDMONTON, Alta. — Pointing 
|out the beneficial results of similar 
examinations in the United States, 
the Alberta Motor Transport Assn. 
has recommended that persons in- 
|tending to start in the trucking 
|industry in this province be re- 
| quired to show public necessity and 
| convenience. 

| “This method of examination has 
| been in operation in every state 
jin America and has been a factor 
in regulating and stabilizing the 
industry,” the AMTA stated. 
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LEGISLATION 


Md. Legislative Session Leaves Dealers Unscathed 


Opposition Rises 
Against Proposed 


Wis. Measure 


MADISON, Wis. - - Automobile 
dealers and loan company Officials 
last week opposed the Larson bill, 
No. 271A, at a hearing before the 
assembly committee on judiciary, 
The measure would prohibit finance 
companies from requiring automo- 
bile purchasers to insure with firms 
designated by them when the 
buyer already carries adequate in- 
surance. 

A. C. Hall, Milwaukee automo- 
bile dealer, testified before the 
committee that the insurance busi- 
ness now being done by finance 
companies is most satisfactory to 
the dealer and to the customer. 

The assembly engrossed bill No. 
457A, which would revise the driv- 
ers’ license law and require auto- 
mobile drivers to obtain new li- 
censes by Nov. 1, 1941, and renew 
them every four years. A require- 
ment that drivers’ court convictions 
be recorded on their license cards 
was stricken from the bill. 

The senate killed the Gawronski 
bill, No. 219S. The measure would 
have cut the cost of automobile 
license fees in half. 

Recently introduced is the Ber- 
quist bill, No. 611A, which would 
require every motor vehicle, when 
operating on a highway, to be 
equipped with four fenders capable 
of “preventing the throwing of 
missiles.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 


was producing approximately 26,000 
units a week, a company spokes- 
man revealed. It was expected this 
same domestic production pace will 
be reached as soon as all the 
assembly branches are back _ in 
operation. 

“By the end of April the flow 
of new cars and trucks to Ford and 
Mercury dealers will be back to 
normal,” it was said. 


The assembly branches outside 
the Rouge, with the approximate 
number of men returning to work 
in each, are: Atlanta, 550; Buffalo, 
1,100; Chester, Pa., 1,900; Chicago, 
2,300; Dallas, 1,450; Edgewater, N. 
J., 2,500; Kansas City, 1,750; Long 
Beach, Calif., 800; Louisville, 1,200: 
Memphis, 1,450; Norfolk, Va., 1,400; 
Richmond, Calif., 1,200; St. Louis, 


650; Somerville, Mass., 900, and 
Twin City (St. Paul), 1,300. 
Several other Ford plants in 


Michigan are scheduled to re-open. 
Village industries located at Phoe- 
nix, Northville, Flat Rock, Ypsi- 
lanti and Milan will resume opera- 
tions Monday (Apr. 21), bringing 
back to work approximately 2,000 
men and women. The Green Island 
(N. Y.) parts plant will start work 
the same day. 


The Ford wheel plant at Hamil- 
ton, O., and the wood products and 
station wagon plant at Iron Moun- 
tain, Mich., are scheduled to re- 
open later. 


; Meanwhile, three men were in- 
jured in a series of skirmishes 
with foundry workers at the Rouge 
plant, but the plant continued to 
operate. Both company and union 
officials admitted the tension be- 
tween factions in the foundry 
workers and expect minor clashes 
until the NLRB election is held in 
May. 
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Chevrolet’s Quality Dealers are more 
than retailers of cars and trucks. They 
not only sell. but also serve. 

Just as Chevrolet is the leader in a 
vreat Industry. so the Chevrolet dealer is 
, leader in the business life of his com- 


munity. and is in a position to be of 


service to his community not only by 
supplying the community ’s transpor- 
tation needs. but by taking an active part 
in civie affairs. 

In countless communities. Chey rolet 
dealers are contributing to the commen 


vood, They serve as well as sell. 


CHEVROLET MOTOR DIN EISION, General Vators sales Corporation, DIECTROTE. MILOCHEG AN 
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Double Taxation on Used Cars Abolished in Colo. 


Car Caravan Levy is Raised; 


Truck Size Boost Bill Loses 


By Ira Alexander 
Staff Correspondent 
DENVER. — Nearly every phase 
of human activity was affected in 
one way or another by the laws 
passed by the 33rd Colorado gen- 
eral assembly, which came to an 
end during the past week. The 
automobile industry was affected 
as follows: 


Double taxation on sales of cars, 
upon which old cars are traded in, 
was abolished. Henceforth the dif- 
ference allowed in price for the old 
car and the price of the new auto- 
mobile will be subject to the state 
2 percent sales tax. 


Taxes on the caravaning of mo- 


Automobile Owners Seen 
Favoring Inspections 


HARTFORD, Conn.—Contradict- 
ing the claims of those who are 
supporting bills in the state legis- 
lature for repeal or drastic amend- 
ment of the present compulsory in- 
spection law, the Inspection Com- 
mittee of the Highway Safety 
Commission reports that “a vast 
majority of car owners and opera- 
tors” favor the inspections and that 
“this public support is increasing.” 


Reporting to the Motor Vehicles 
Committee of the legislature, the 
committee declared that accidents 
had been reduced through the in- 
spection system and that 30 per- 
cent of all Connecticut cars have 
had defects serious enough to 
warrant rejection at the inspection 
lanes. 
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tor vehicles were increased. Under | 
the old law caravan cars were 
taxed on a wheel basis, making 
the tax about 90 cents per car. 
The new law places a tax of $5| 
on each car in the caravan. 


Gasoline stations were exempted 
from the state chain store tax, and 
the 2 percent service tax was 
re-enacted. 


In the labor field a bill was} 
passed establishing a 30-day “cool- 
ing” period before a strike may 
become effective. In regard to un-| 
employment compensation, the law 
still covers only employers of eight 
or more persons. Employes who | 
quit voluntarily, or are discharged | 


for cause or refuse to take suitable | cisht-ey 


GM Drops’43 


employment found for them, will | 
be penalized. The “Little Wagner” | 
bill failed to pass to Colorado leg- 
islature. 


The Colorado Unfair Trade Prac- 
tice Act was amended to strike the | 
penalty clause relative to forfeiture | 
of corporate charters for three vio- 
lations. 


A bill was also passed making 
it possible for automobile dealers 
to use the same dealer’s license 
plates on either passenger cars or 
trucks. 


A bill, that sought to take away | 
state car inspection from garages | 
and place it in the hands of the’ 
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specially fitted laboratory D 
T. Youngren, right, Oldsmobile’s chief engineer, as n 
linder Oldsmobile engine in operation for the 112-hour ‘‘torture test. 
Wolfram, assistant chief engineer, is shown at the left. 


shows H. 


where an automobile engine is capable of maintaining a speed of 90 


hour for 112 hours, or more than 10,000 miles, is pictured above. 


tests to prove 








the stamina of Oldsmobile engines are made in_ this 
in Oldsmobile’s experimental department. 
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Model Changes; 


Will Carry Through ’42 Cars 
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defense work may be undertaken 
so that it will be possible to bring 
these shops into full capacity oper- 
ation on defense production, and to 
continue employment at full time 
of all men now working. Sloan's 


letter to the OPM follows: 


“In considering ways and means 
state motor vehicle department,, whereby we might accelerate prog- 
was defeated. Another bill that | ress on the national defense proj- 
went down to defeat was the one| ects that General Motors has un- 
that sought to increase the size of | dertaken, looking not only to the 
trucks operating on Colorado high-| present but to the future, we have 
come to a definite policy. The pur- 





It is impossible to grind all the tapered rollers for a TIMKEN Bearing to the same exact 
diameter. Within certain limits it doesn't matter what the diameter of the rolls for a bear- 
ing is if all the rolls for any one bearing are of the same diameter. To obtain identical size 


rolls we resort to selective gauging and the machines that do this job automatically are 


pictured above. 


The rolls, placed in a hopper, feed automatically one by one into a collet or master. The rolls 
will protrude at varying lengths from this collet depending on their diameter. The amount of 
this protrusion determines which electrical contact an actuated arm will make. Those contacts 
open magnetically controlled gates through which rolls pass to get to their proper containers. 


Naturally, the collet must be free from foreign matter, otherwise rolls could not be graded to 


their correct micro-inch diameter. That is why the roll gauging department pictured above is 
air filtered, why all rolls are first cleaned in a specially designed washer and why every con- 
ceivable precaution is taken to assure correctly sized rollers day in and day out. 





THE TIMKEN ROLLER BEARING COMPANY, CANTON, OHIO | 


pose of this letter is to advise you 
as to same. 

“We propose to eliminate the 
yearly automobile change of pas- 
senger cars that we normally make, 
applicable to the year 1943. This 
means that the 1942 model, which 
goes into production this summer, 
will be continued through 1943. 

“As you know, this is the time 
when we would ordinarily start our 
engineers, designers and draftsmen 
working on plans for 1943. This 
change of policy at this time offers 
the possibility of accentuating the 
defense program on two vital 
counts that appear to me to be 
most important limiting factors, as 
things stand at the moment — first, 
administrative and technical man- 
agement, and second, tooling capac- 
ity. 

“On the first count, there would 
be released a very considerable 
amount of managerial technical 
talents that could be diverted to 
production and engineering prob- 
lems involved in national defense. 
As you know, we have highly or- 
ganized engineering departments in 
every division. This means that 
there would be promptly available 
a reservoir of qualified and experi- 
enced technicians who could be 
used wherever defense needs might 
demand. 

“On the second count, we spend 
on an average model change from 
$35,000,000 to $40,000,000. This in- 
volves tooling, almost entirely. 
Probably 90 percent of this capacity 
could be diverted to defense pur- 
poses. In terms of production there 
would be involved approximately 
15,000,000 man hours. 

“These two specific contributions 
do not, by any means, represent all 
that might be accomplished as the 
elimination of such a comprehen- 
sive program has an important 
effect throughout nearly all of the 
corporation’s activities.” 

* * * 


GM-CIO Parleys 


Continue 


By Harry A. Williams 
Associate Editor 
DETROIT.—Negotiations between 
General Motors and UAW-CIO on 
a new contract were at a stalemate 
late Friday and R. J. Thomas, 
president of the union, announced 
that a five-day notice of strike 
would be filed immediately with 
the State Labor Mediation Board. 
It was also announced by the 
union that none of the plants work- 
ing on defense work would be 
struck. GM officials, however, have 
indicated that they believe it wil] 
be impossible to separate regular 
from national defense work. 
James F. Dewey, federal labor 
mediator, indicated that negotia- 
tions would be continued over the 
weekend and he was hopeful that 
an agreement would be reached to 
avert the impending strike. 
Meanwhile, the House naval com- 
mittee, in Washington, gave unani- 
;mous approval last Thursday to a 
| measure to curb strikes by requir- 
|ing a 25-day cooling off period and 
by freezing closed or open shop 
arrangements which now are in 


ss Tulsa Dealers 


Voice Opposition 


ToHeavier Tax 


OKLAHOMA CITY. -~ Legislative 
proposals to place automobiles on 
ad valorem tax rolls instead of 
collecting the usual tag fees as in 
the past will increase more than 
120 percent the tax cost for the 
first two years of a new automo- 
bile, leading state dealer associa- 
tion men claim. 

Officials of the Tulsa Automobile 
Dealers Assn. have already begun 
laying plans for stern opposition 
to the proposal. Robert L. Ledter- 
man, president, has declared the 
proposal unconstitutional and 
states the dealers “will do every- 
thing possible to stop it because 
automobile license fees are already 
higher in Oklahoma than in ad- 
joining states. 

“We are willing for the state to 
raise its tax money, just so the 
attempt isn’t made to raise it all 
from the automobile business or 
the oil industry.” 

How the proposed change in the 
tax structure would affect the 
buyer of a new automobile is jl- 
lustrated in the tax cost of a car 
that lists at $965, with no extra 
equipment. 

The license tag cost for such a 
ear for the first year of operation 
is now $19.25. But if this tag cost 
is eliminated in lieu of an ad 
valorem tax against the car, in 
addition to a flat fee for the state, 
the tax cost for the first year 
would be $44.56, which is $25.31 
more than a license tag now costs. 


The $44.56 consists of $39.56 ad 
valorem and a $5 fee. The ad 
valorem revenue would go to the 
county, the fee to the state. These 
tax costs are exclusive of the 
$19.66 the purchaser would pay in 
excise tax on the new automobile 
costing $965. 

In the second year of life of that 
$965 automobile, the tax cost would 
be less in either case, but if the 
straight tag tax is eliminated and 
the ad valorem system substituted, 
the ratio is still high. 


The figures are all based on the 
assumption that if the ad valorem 
system is adopted, cars would be 
assessed in accordance with the 
rate book in national use by deal- 
ers; and on estimate of Dan Rowe, 
Tulsa county assessor, that this 
year’s tax rate for the city of 
Tulsa would be approximately $41 
per $1,000. 


Out of Hopper 


N. H. Headlight Bill Killed 
CONCORD, N. H.— (UTPS). — The 
controversial automobile headlight-dim- 
ming bill which had been approved 
by the senate, has been killed by the 
house in the state legislature here. 
* * - 


Mo. Road Bill Signed 

ST. LOUIS. — Gov. Forrest Donnell 
has signed the $46,750,000 state high- 
way department appropriation bill, 
providing funds for the construction 
and maintenance of state highways 
during the 1941-42 biennium. 

o 2 * 


Tex. Driver Bill Passed 

AUSTIN, Tex.—The Texas _legisla- 
ture has finally passed a new driver's 
license law, providing that private 
automobile operators pay a 50-cent fee 
biennially and commercial operators 4 

$1 fee annually. 
= 








* 


_ Fuel Tax Raise Defeated 
AUGUSTA, Me.—A proposed one-half 
cent increase in Maine’s present four- 
cent gasoline tax rate has been re- 
jected in the state senate here. 








effect. The bill 
House floor. 

In the meantime the steel in- 
dustry averted a strike last week 
with a blanket raise of 10 cents 
an hour granted to all employes 
by the four big steel corporations. 
United States Steel, Bethlehem 
Steel, Republic Steel and Youngs- 
town Sheet & Tube were the com- 
panies involved. 

The Appalachian coal wage-hour 
dispute still was deadlocked last 
Friday after nearly three weeks 
negotiations. The strike is affect- 
ing 400,000 workers and it is be- 
lieved that drastic action may be 
taken soon to bring about a settle- 
ment if the strike is not terminated. 
Steel production was curtailed last 
week due to a shortage of coke. 


was sent to the 
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rankly, it beats us! 


curately polls public opinion—shows that those 
3,000,000 copies are read each week by a total 
audience of more than 20,000,000 people. 


® NO QUESTION ABOUT IT. The sky beats LIFE for 


coverage of the great mass of American people— 
But LIFE’s net paid circulation now tops 


3,000,000. 


And scientific research—like that which so ac- 


It is no mere accident of publishing luck that LIFE 
has become the most stimulating, eagerly anticipated 
reading event of the week for all these people. 


LIFE earns this enthusiastic, ever increasing audi- 
ence because it offers these millions truth and reality 
about the fast-moving world they are trying to com- 
prehend—and does it in an exciting way they /ike 
and understand! 


They find, too, that LIFE’s advertising pages 
ably complement the editorial pages, in carry- 
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ing useful, lively, informative news pertinent to 
modern American living. That is undoubtedly a 
big reason why car manufacturers have increas- 
ingly recognized LIFE’s selling force as the fol- 
lowing record shows: 


LIFE’s PASSENGER CAR ADVERTISING RECORD 


44.90 pages 


156.37 pages 


252.50 pages 
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DEFENSE 


Survey Shows Defense Production Able to Expand 6 


Machinery and Floor Space | _ 
Available for More Orders 


NEW YORK.--Nearly 17,000 
manufacturers have reported, in a 
survey completed last week, that 
they are prepared to expand the 
nation’s defense production by 


Aluminum Plant 


To Start May | 


CINCINNATI, O. Operations in 
its new $800,000 aluminum and 
magnesium foundry and aluminum 
paint plant, will start May 1, ac- 
cording to officials of Aluminum 
Industries, Inc., here. 

This will be the first unit to be 
completed in the company’s exten- 
sive building program, which will 
include, in addition to the foundry 
and paint plant, a large machine 
shop and an office building. All of 
the new buildings are being erected 
on a 35-acre site recently pur- 
chased by the company. 

The foundry with its estimated 
capacity of 2,225,000 pounds per 
month, will be devoted entirely to 
the production of magnesium and 
aluminum alloy castings of the 
sand, permanent mold and semi- 
permanent mold types, for aviation, 
automotive and other basic defense 
industries. Likewise, the enlarged 
capacity of the new paint plant 
will be required to meet the added 
demands of the defense industry 
for the company’s Permite ready- 
mixed aluminum paints. 


Navy Contract Awarded 

ST. LOUIS.—Busch-Sulzer Brothers’ 
Diesel Engine Co., manufacturers of 
engines for ships, power plants and 
other heavy duty purposes, has been 
awarded a $5,911.829 naval ordnance 
contract. 


several billion dollars annually 
over anything previously predicted. 

They say they have the ma- 
chinery and floor space and need 
only more employer and govern- 
ment orders. 

They are expected to employ 
mass productive methods through 
a revolutionary plan of communal 
pooling, already embracing’ 184 
communities and _ predicted for 
operation in more than 1,000 com- 
munities within the year. 

These facts will be presented 
next week to William S. Knudsen, 
OPM head, by the National Assn. 
of Manufacturers. 


Plymouth Builds 
1,000 Cars For 
Army Officers 


DETROIT.-~ Chrysler Corp. an- 
nounced Thursday that work is now 
under way on a new order for 1,000 
Plymouth cars, specially adapted 
for the U. S. Army. 


Construction of these vehicles, 
described as officers’ cars, will be 
completed at the main Plymouth 
factory here. More than 200 of 
these special sedans have already 
been completed and preliminary 
shipments are on the way to vari- 
ous Army corps areas. 

Specifications for these Plymouth 
staff sedans include lustreless, non- 
reflecting olive drab finish, special 
“blackout” lights front and rear, 
six-ply tires and heavy-duty air 
cleaner equipment. 


Pete Wemhoff's Fourth Dimension 


offers news of automotive advertising. 
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HERE’S no resting on past 
laurels for the Bendix Drive. 
Billions of sure, effortless starts 
in millions of cars have long 
proved the reliability of the Ben- 
dix Drive. And its preference by 
a good share of the industry is 
flattering evidence of that proof. 
Yet the desire to stay the best 
gives constant impetus to im- 
provements. Thus, those who 
specify the Bendix Drive are sure 
not only of time proved relia- 


bility but also of newest im- 
proved advancements. 

So today there is a Bendix 
Drive for engines from the very 
smallest to the very largest in- 
cluding every type of starter 
control — foot button, clutch, 
or accelerator pedal, dash 
button or with Startix, com- 
pletely automatic switch key 
starting. Specify the Bendix 
Drive and be assured of owner 
satisfaction. 


ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION 
BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION 
ELMIRA, NEW YORA 


ENDIX DRIVE 








FIRST SHIPMENTS went out last week from the Plymouth factory on a new 
Shewn here examining the first lot of these special officer’s cars are, foreground, 
Suttles, QMC, 
Paterson, 


sedans. 
president, and Maj. E. A. 
partment. At extreme left is A. H. 
technical inspection staff in Michigan 


‘rican 









Key Executives 
Of Car Industry 
Aid U.S. Defense 


WASHINGTON. -—- Many repre- 
sentatives of the automotive and 
related industries are included 


among dollar-a-year men working 
in the Office of Production Man- 
agement here, it is disclosed by 
analysis of a list of 140 such men 
made public Apr. 9. 


The names of William S. Knud- 
sen and several other key execu- 
tives were not listed, it was ex- 
plained, because they are also 
members of the Advisory Council 
on National Defense, created under 
a 1917 law, and under which they 
receive no salaries. 


Among those listed as serving in 
the production division of the 
OPM were: E. F. Johnson, Gen- 
eral Motors Corp.; Edmund 5S. 
Chapman, Chrysler Corp.; Fred 
Jones, owner, Ford dealer; W. L. 
Batt, president, SKF Industries; J. | 
D. Biggers, president, Libbey- | 
Owens-Ford Glass Co.; H. W. Bry- 
ant, Youngstown Sheet and Tube 
Co.; F. B. Cliffe, General Electric 
Co.; William L. Finger, Rubber 
Manufacturers Assn.; George L. 
Hocker, Bethlehem Steel Corp.; 
Carl M. Lynge, Bridgeport plant, 
General Electric Co.; A. J. O’Leary, 
Lukens Steel Co.; Norris M. Perris, | 
Aluminum Manufacturers, Inc.; 
Frank E. Spencer, Crucible Steel | 


Co. of America; A. A. Wagner, 
Jones & Laughlin Steel Corp.; 
Mahlon I. Fawcett, Westinghouse | 


Co., and Latham E. Osborne, West- 
inghouse Electric and Mfg. Co. 


Dollar-a-year men in the OPM’s 
labor division include E. D. Bran- |; 
some, Vanadium Corp. of America; 
Carl S. Coler, Westinghouse Elec- | 
tric; William Conover, United | 
States Steel Corp.; Milton Olander, 
Owens-Illinois Glass Co., William 
K. Hopkins, Union Oil Co., and 
Lewis S. Thompson jr., Standard 
Oil Co. 


Serving in the purchase division 
are Donald G. Clark, director of | 


purchases, Gulf Oil Corp.; Hamil-| 


ton H. Howard, American Can c.: 
Mead M. Messick, Montgomery 
Ward & Co., and others. 


Priorities division workers in- 
clude Charles E. Adams, president 
and chairman, Air Reduction Co., 
and A. L. Viles, who during the 
NRA days served as chairman of 
the code authority on rubber tire 
and rubber a 


wn Get Wales Role 
In Production of Planes 


BUFFALO.--Trucks are expected 
to play an important role in pro- 
duction activities of the new Curtiss 
Aeroplane division plant now being 
constructed at the Buffalo airport. 


Originally, it had been planned to 
produce planes separately at the 
new plant and the present Curtiss 
plant here, but under a revised sys- 
tem, fuselages will be built at the 
present plant and transported by 
truck to the new center for final 
assembly, Burt W. Weber, company 
counsel, declared 





tar 
- - 


order for 1,000 special U. S. Army 
D. S. Eddins, Plymouth 
who directs the work of approving motor vehicles for the U. S. war de- 
Plymouth works manager, and L. H. Leininger, chief of the Army's 
automotive plants. 





D. S. EDDINS, Plymouth president, explains to the Army’s experts some of 
| the newest apparatus poe installed to speed checking perfect wheel align- 
ment of 1,000 new special U. S. Army sedans, now in production at the Plymouth 
| factory. Examining this an setup with Eddins are L. H. Leininger and 

Maj. E. A. Suttles, QMC, who — the work of approving all motor vehicles 
| produced in this area for the U. S. war department. 


Arbitration Assn. Offers 
Services to Defense Board 


| 

| NEW YORK.—With the consent|and investigations in strikes as- 
| and cooperation of the motion|signed to it by the Secretary of 
| Siete “Big Five,” the American] Labor. 


Arbitration “Assn. placed at the dis- 
posal of the National Defense Me- 
diation Board the use of its 31 


Whitney pointed out that the of- 
fer of the tribunals and _ their 
staffs, if accepted by the media- 
tion board, will in no way inter- 
fere with the regular arbitrations 
for the settlement of movie and 
other similar trade disputes. 


In addition to the use of the 
tribunals, the American Arbitra- 
tion Assn. offered the services of 
its industrial arbitrators through- 
out the country to act as fact find- 
ing agents for the defense board. 
should such services be requested. 

The association also called in 
conference last week 25 leading 
national and local trades associa- 
tion executives, who pledged their 
cooperation in helping government 
agencies prevent business disputes 
from interfering with the national 
defense program. 

In a unanimously passed resolu- 
| tion the group resolved to make an 
immediate survey in order: 

To ascertain the present facili- 
ties for settling disputes in indus- 
tries belonging to trade associations 
and to find out which companies 
with war contracts were unpro- 
tected by an arbitration system as 
a means of avoiding disputes, be- 
tween firms engaged in national 
defense preqnenem 








|; government agency in settling la- 
| bor controversies. 

The proposal, announced last 
|week by C. V. Whitney, the as- 
'sociation’s president, in his annual 
report to the board of directors, is 
now under consideration by the 
| defense board in Washington. 

The purpose of the plan is to 
| provide the defense board with 
established facilities in key cities 
where 


it could conduct hearings 


U.S. Price Control 
Agency to Avoid 
Use of Big Stick 


DETROIT. ears a legal big- | 
stick in the background, Price! 
Control Chief Leon Henderson ex- | 
pects to rely on ample production 
and public opinion to keep prices 
in line during the present emer-| 
gency. 

Henderson, named 10 days ago 
by President Roosevelt to head the 
federal agency designed to avert 
inflation and price gouging, said 
his new office was casting a dis- 
approving eye on price increases 
in paper, cotton textiles, steel, coal, 
drugs, chemicals, building supplies, 
machinery, equipment, hides, 





Canada War A ppointment 

VANCOUVER, B. C.—H. R. Cotting- 
ham, branch manager of the Ford 
Motor Co. here and president last year 
of the Vancouver Board of Trade, has 


leather and eee ae Me been appointed as one of the two rep- 

metals many nee - ferrets 6 se 5 s % British Columbia on 
2tals. the National Committee on Wartime 
Henderson said that the new] Preduction. 

division had enough legal authority - -~— —— 

to enforce its decisions. He said Dete oU 

that these powers include the gov- efe nse Ups . Activity 


| DEPEW, N. Y.—Gould Battery 
here is working at capacity 
rd \ | making batteries for U. S. submarines 
sition plants, to issue transportation | and British and American airplanes. A 
priority orders and to release sur | 72 ar ago the plant had 250 employes. 
hh ; lities |Now it has 400, and further iners 
plus commodities n empl oyment are expected 


Co. 


ernment right to place compulsory levels 
- eve 


orders at its own prices, to requi- 
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Full Operations Expected 
By Fall in All Four Plants 


DETROIT.—Months ahead of 


schedule, General Motors is now 
in production on its $61,000,000 
machine gun order, Charles E. 
Wilson, president, announced last 
week. 

Machine gun production lines are 


in operation in GM plants in Sagi- | 


naw and Flint, Mich., and a stock 
of the completed guns is being 
puilt up, ready when called for by 
the United States Army. 


“These latest additions to Amer- 


ica’s rapidly rising mountain of de-! 


fense materials are a sample of 
what the automotive industry can} 
do in producing non-automotive | 
defense products,” Wilson said. | 
“They were not built in our regu- 
lar production plants nor with our 
regular production machinery, but | 
they are evidence of our mass pro- | 
juction skill and know-how.” 

| 


GM machine gun assignment, the | 
first such order given outside the | 
small arms industry in the East, is 
allotted to four corporation plants 
in Michigan, Ohio and New York. 
Fifty-one other companies through- 
out the East and Middlewest are | 
furnishing parts and materials. 


All four plants expect to be in) 
full production by late fall, turning | 
out .30 and .50-caliber Brownings. | 
Saginaw Steering Gear division 
plant has been running on a pro- 
duction basis for about two weeks 
in a new five-acre, glass-walled | 
building. 

AC Spark Plug division opera- 
tion at Flint started its final as- 
sembly line functioning on a pro- 
duction basis on .50-caliber ma- 
chine guns last week. Frigidaire 
plant in Dayton, O., now moving 
into a new building, will get into 
production in June on_ .50-caliber 
guns, while the .30-caliber type will 
begin to come off the line at Guide | 
Lamp division's plant in Syracuse | 





by mid-summer. 
At peak operations the four 
plants will employ about 10,000 


workers, most of them developed 
by GM trainee programs. 

The $61,000,000 GM machine gun 
assignment was made by the War | 
department last September. Typi- 
cal of what getting ready for pro- 
duction involved was the job at! 
Saginaw, where draftsmen and_/} 
tool designers put in 62,000 man- 
hours turning out 8,000 tool draw- 
ings. It required 231,000 more man- 
hours of labor to make these jigs, 
fixtures and gauges. 

When the Saginaw plant is oper- 


Henderson Edict 
Bans Increase 


In Steel Prices 


| WASHINGTON.—Despite the 10-, 
icents-an-hour wage boost which 
javerted a major strike in the steel 
| industry, Price Control Chief Leon 
| Henderson last week issued an 
‘order freezing steel prices at the 
levels which prevailed the first! 
quarter of this year. 

“It is an effort designed to be| 
as helnful to the industry and its | 
j cl s, of which the federal | 
| gi ient is the largest, as to 
ithe economy in general,” said, 
| Henderson. “The action establishes, 
lif you like, a cooling-off period 
}during which the effect of the 
defense program upon the industry | 
and its cost factors may be ration- 
ally appraised.” 

The office of price administra- 
tion, he said, would make a thor- | 
ough study of prices and costs in 
the steel industry and adjustments 
in the new price schedule will be. 
|made if the studies indicate that 

| they are necessary. . 

Rear Admiral Samuel M. Robin- 
son, chief of the Navy bureau of 
Ships, said that a shortage of vir- 
tually all metals used in shipbuild- 
ing was being felt and predicted 
that a rationing system to restrict 
civilian uses probably would be 
applied. ; 

Meanwhile steel men are €X- 
pected to converge on Capitol Hill 
this week to put up a stiff fight 
against the Henderson edict 





ating at full production, it will con- 
tain 1,300 different milling ma- 
| chines, lathes, grinders, etc., on 
|which 1,800 separate machine 
Operations will be performed per 
gun. The .30-caliber machine guns 
have 189 parts, some of which re- 
quire as many as 66 distinct ma- 
' chine operations. 

Machine guns manufactured by 
| GM are air-cooled and can fire 
| from 600 to 1,400 rounds a minute, 
| depending on type. Effective range 
| of the .50-caliber gun is more than 
four miles. 





| 





Children Study Maps 


Of Safe School Routes 

WASHINGTON.—School chil- 
dren of Tolede follow special 
“school route” maps on their way 
to and from classes to escape 
the traffic hazards of heavily 
used streets and unprotected 
crossings, according to the 
American Municipal Assn. 

The maps, provided by police 
and school officials, outline for 
each child the most direct safe 
route from his home to his 
school. The child studies the 
map with the assistance of his 
teacher, who points out hazards 
to avoid. 





M Turning Out Guns Months Ahead of Schedule 


Rubber Consumption in U.S. 


Hits All-Time 


NEW YORK.—According to sta- 
tistics released last week by Rubber 
Manufacturers Assn., Inc., it is 
estimated that rubber manufactur- 
ers in the United States consumed 
66,821 long tons of crude rubber 
during March. This is the highest 
month’s consumption on_ record 
and represents an increase of 9.5 
percent above February and 33.1 
percent over March, 1940. 

Gross imports for March, as re- 
ported by the U. S. department of 
commerce were 87,123 long tons, an 


High in March 


increase of 17.8 percent over Febru- 
ary and 47 percent over 1940. 

Total domestic stocks are esti- 
mated by the association as of the 
end of March at 373,581 long tons, 
an increase of 5.6 percent over the 
stocks on hand at the end of Febru- 
ary and 162.3 percent over the 
stocks on hand at the end of 
March, 1940. 

Stocks in the hands of the U. S. 
government March 31 were 163,602 
long tons — an increase of 12.4 per- 
cent over February 28, stocks. 





In the woodshed behind an imposing 
Oberlin home, a young man and his 
sister work feverishly. Midst disordered 
chemical equipment, the two deftly 
arrange wires and bottles and batteries. 


Now, with trembling fingers, he makes 
the last adjustment . . . looks hopefully 
at his sister...throws the switch! Then, 
cutting the current, he pours the solu- 
tion from the crucible . . . and, to the 
joyous shouts of both, little round aug- 
gets roll onto the table. 


Charles Martin Hall has produced pure 
aluminum by electrolysis for the first 
time. It’s the evening of February 
23, 1886. 


For 28 years Charles Martin Hall de- 
voted his life to the development of 
aluminum. If alive today, he would be 
proud of his work . . . for aluminum, 


THE NEWS-PICTURE MAGAZINE OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY 


oo 
P 
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Ppecause Charlie ‘Charged’ the Crucible . . . 





lightest of the structural metals, is yet 
the heart and strength of America’s 
challenge to the Luftwaffe. 


Charles Martin Hall envisioned Amer- 
ica in material terms. And today there 
are many men in America who think 
like he did. Some are scientists and en- 
gineers . .. others executives or skilled 
mechanics ... still others salesmen, 
clerks, or farmers. As individuals their 
contribution to the nation varies. 


But as a group theirs is a steady tide of 
industrial imagination that propels 
airplanes faster, builds skyscrapers 
taller, digs tunnels deeper. Today they 
man our industrial ramparts, make 
America democracy’s arsenal; to- 
morrow ... the horizon of democracy’s 
future. 





America Spreads 
Her Fighting Wings! 





They are truly the BUILDERS of 
AMERICA. 


a 


BUILDERS OF AMERICA 


= 


This is the third in a series of advertise 
ments devoted to the men in industry who, 
through thetr mechanical skill and inven- 
tive thinking, have built dmerica. 


As a group these men are .dmerica’s prime 
market... a market for all things men buy! 
Theirs ts a combined purchasing power that 
ts the lion's share of the $32,QO0Q00,000 the 
nation is spending on defense. 


POPULAR SCIENCK MONTHLY is the 
buving euide of far more than 690,000 of 
these men because tt has consistently cov 
ered the industrial and defense news front 
Because 


from their personal point of view. 
iegices them a better understanding of then 
OUOHN place wn tndush ¥. and of tndustry as a 
hole, they read POPULAR SCIENCE 
VONTHLY with an intensity of interest 
een to no other publication, 
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Wall Street Seen Cushioning Against Any 


Another School of Thought 


Discounts Theory, However 


By Dana Stuart 
Wall St. Correspondent 

NEW YORK.—It is being said in 
some quarters that the stock mar- 
kets have discounted the worst 
possible war news and that from 
now on domestic influences will be 
the dominant influence. Whether 
that is true is only a guess. If 
it is true, it means that the shock 
of an Axis victory in the war would 
not create a panic on the stock 
exchanges. 

But those who maintain that the 
markets have made allowance for 
bad war news fail to make clear 
their belief as to whether the 
markets have made allowance for 
the possible effects on the United 
States economy of an Axis victory. 
That is, whether allowance has 
been made for the taxes that would 
be needed to meet the tremendous 
expenditures for armaments that 
might continue for years. 

Another school of thought is that 
it would have been impossible for 
the stock markets to have dis- 
counted an Axis victory when such 
a victory is by no means assured. 
Those who hold this view say the 
stock markets discount only cer- 
tainties and when in doubt pursue 
a waiting policy that results in 
periods of very inactive markets 
where price changes are small. So 
they hold that those who are en- 
tering the markets for purchase 
of securities at this time either 
believe in an ultimate British vic- 


STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 
Previous Latest Year 
Week Week Change Ago 
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good a haven for 
as anything else. 

One thing is true and that is that 
the stock market has not dis- 
counted a British victory and that 
if the tide began to favor Britain, 
prices would rise. That is, unless 
that tide was created by active 
entry into the war by the U. S. 

Meanwhile, one of the most ab- 
sorbing questions at home is that 
of taxation to meet the defense 
program. That the income tax ex- 
emptions for individuals will be 
lowered and that the percentage 
levy will be increased, appear to 
be taken for granted. That cor- 
poration income taxes will be raised 
is accepted as a certainty, with 
most companies already deducting 
tax allowances from current earn- 
ings on a much higher basis than 
the present law calls for. 

On the stock market, automotive 
securities continue to at least hold 
their own when compared with 
other sections of the list. They 
certainly are not being classified 
as “war babies” and in the long 
run that is certainly a favorable 
situation. 

And it continues to be said about 
the automotive industry: Here is a 
business that can take care of 
itself whether in times of war or 


funds these days 


tory or feel that securities are as! peace, adversity or prosperity. 





automotive industry in New England, may we express our appre- 
ciation of the fact that you have incorporated the Scully VEN T.A- 
LARM into the new “Clipper.” By doing so, you have recognized 
that the many thousands of men engaged in servicing automobiles. 
will at last be able to fill.a gasoline tank quickly and know when it 


is properly filled. 


During the last ten years, as the streamlining of the automobile 
has gained prominence, we have been working under serious diffi- 
culties. We have wasted thousands of hours in trying to fill tanks 
that would not take the full pumping speeds of our pumps. We 


have been condemned by owners for blowbacks and spillage that 





N behalf of the members of our organization which, within its 


membership, includes many of the men who pioncered in the 


were not our fault. 


Thanks for VEN'TALARM 


the good will of nearly one million men engaged in the distribution 


of gasoline. 


METROPOLITAN GARAGE ASSOCIATION 





Boston, Massachusetts 








it gives us a break. You should have 





TRUCKS FOR THE ARMY, for industry, for agricultur 
daily coming off the Dodge truck assembly lines. Dodge Army 
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! P bird’seye view of the hundreds of trucks that are 
7 ay teushs are being produced currently at the rate of 265 


a day. More than 35,000 have already been delivered and 25,000 more are on order. Other hundreds of trucks are being 


turned out every day to meet the growing domestic demands of manufacturers, 
the added millions of tons of supplies and materials needed for the accelerated 


Earnings— 


Gabriel Shows Loss 


CLEVELAND.——Operating statement 
of the Gabriel Co. for the first quarter 
ended March 31, 1911, subject to annual 
audit. shows a net loss cf $3.310 after 
all charges. For the same period in 
1940 the company published a loss of 
$13,249 after all charges. 

* * * 


Stewart-Warner Net Up 


CHICAGO. — Stewart-Warner Corp 
and subsidiaries report net profit) of 
$564.005 for the first three months of 
19411, equivalent to earnings of 44 
eents per share. after provision § for 
federal income tax and excess profits 
tax. This compares with net profit of 


$328,202, equal to earnings of 26 cents 
per share for the corresponding 1940 
period. 





| 


merchants and farmers for trucks to move 
pace of business activity. 





Ford of Canada Profits Dip 
Despite Record Sales in 1940 


Special to Automotive News 

MONTREAL.— Although 1940 sales 
volume of Ford Motor Co. of Can- 
ada, Ltd., was the highest in the 
history of the company, net profit 
on the year’s operations amounted 
to $2,584,312 as compared with the 
net profit of $3,012,571 in 1939. 
Earnings amounted to $1.55 per 
share as compared with $1.81 per 
share in 1939, according to the 
annual report. 

Net profit for the year, after 
provision of $1,950,870 for income 
and excess profits taxes was all 
derived from operations of the Ca- 
nadian factory and branches and 
no dividends were received from 
overseas subsidiaries in 1940. The 
1939 net profit included dividends 
from overseas companies. 


Gross sales and other income, 
exclusive of the investment income, 
amounted to $86,120,885 in compari- 
son with $43,734,290 in 1939. Total 
sales in 1930 were 44 percent greater 
than the highest previous amount 
of $59,840,536 reached in 1939. Sales 
of automobile units, including ship- 
ments to subsidiaries, totaled 97,- 
360, an increase of 55 percent over 
1939 when total was 62,544. 


Wallace R. Campbell, president 
of the company, pointed out that 
the marked increase in volume of 
sales in 1940 was the result of 
the demand for motor vehicles for 


| military purposes by the govern- 


ments of Canada, United Kingdom 


:, and other Empire countries. 


The report reveals that the vol- 
ume of civilian sales in Canada in 
1940 totaled $28,962,316, an increase 
of $4,608,080 over 1939. However, 
this increase was more than offset 
by a reduction of $5,941,093 in the 
value of export shipments for non- 
military purposes. The actual de- 
crease in total volume of non-mili- 





APPROXIMATELY 1,000 commissioned officers of the U. § 


trained by Chevrolet in all 
equipment this company is 
schooled in groups of from 15 to 30 


tary business, as compared with 
the previous year, was $1,333,013 or 
3.2 percent. 


Campbell states that the com- 
pany’s facilities in Canada and 
abroad were used extensively for 
war production but that this did 
not seriously affect production for 
civilian requirements until the last 
quarter of the year when produc- 
tion of 1941 models was retarded, 
which had an adverse effect on 
sales in that period. 


U. S. Rubber Stockholder 
Fighting Dividend Payment 

NEW YORK.—-The probability of 
appeals by both sides in the suit 
by a first preferred stockholder 
seeking to enjoin payment by the 
United States Rubber Co. of a 
dividend on its common stock may 
preclude issuance of checks for the 
50-cent dividend on Apr. 30, accord- 
ing to a letter mailed to common 
stockholders by the company. A 
ruling on the injunction motion 
filed in federal court at Newark, 
N. J., is expected shortly. 


The suit, claiming damage if 
such payment were made, seeks to 
restrain the payment, first by the 
company in 20 years, alleging that 
U. S. Rubber had earnings in 1935, 
1936 and 1937 from which dividends 
should be paid on the first pre- 
ferred stock before any dividends 
are paid on the common stock. 
U. S. Rubber claims no preferred 
payment was possible because 4a 
surplus deficit existed during the 
period. 


Brugge Appointed 
CLEVELAND. — Lincoln Electric Co. 
has announced the appointment of B 
J. Brugge as its welding consultant 
and engineer at Washington. 


S. Army will be 


service procedures relative to the new mechanized 
supplying Uncle Sam’s armed forces. These me? 


during the next eight months in the 


same intensive service practices outlined for Chevrolet mechanics, will returt 


to their various posts, where they 
throughout the Army. Training of 


in turn will instruct master mechanics 
these officers is under the direction of 


Chevrolet Central Office instructors at the Detroit service school. Shown above: 


left to 
T. Epstein, Presidio of San Francisco; 
Wash.; rae V._E. Perszyk, Fort Sheri 
Bragg, N. C 


right, are Lieut. John C. Burgeson, San Pedro, Calif.; Capt. Douglas 


Lieut. Albert D. Thomas, Fort Lewis: 
dan, Ill.; Lieut. Eugene J. Epple, Fort 


+ and M. J. Raymond, Chevrolet service instructor. 
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Import Ban Causes Shortage of U.S. Vehiclesin Canada 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 21, 1941 


Waiting List of Purchasers 


Kept by Many Dealers 


special to Automotive News 
TORONTO.—Government regula- 
jons limiting the importation of 
sucks and automobiles from the 
United States are making it ex- 
remely difficult for Canadians to 
ibtain American automobiles and 
ertain types of trucking equip- 
iment, a survey here shows. 


| Delivery on heavy truck units 
ianging from three tons and up 

s providing the greatest problem 
or operators and in some cases 
idivery cannot be made under four 
imonths. 

Under present government or- 
ers, importation of motor trucks 
lias been restricted to 50 percent 
if the dollar volume imported into 
ifanada during 1940. Importation of 
;utomobiles is limited to 20 per- 
jent of the dollar volume for the 
ame year. 

According to a government no- 
‘ice sent to truck dealers recently, 
mported vehicles are to be sold 
mly to operators engaged in essen- 
ial services and dealers must re- 
nrt to Ottawa the name and type 


New Seriousness 
Noted in Tone 
Of Merchandising 


DETROIT. — The deep-seated 
letermination of American busi- 
ress and industry to do everything 
sssible for national defense is re- 
lected in a new tone of serious- 
jess that pervades the whole realm 
pf merchandising, according to L. 
D. Cosart, sales manager, Dodge 
truck division. 
| Cosart returned to his desk at 
the Dodge factory yesterday after 
fn eight-week tour of the country 
luring which he held conferences 
jvith Dodge dealers in key cities 
‘om Boston to Houston to Seattle. 


“Traveling America from coast 

(0 coast today, conferring with 
nerchants, manufacturers and 
‘farmers, is a heartening revela- 
tion,” said Cosart. “Business and 
tard work are the first order of 
the day. Anything superficial is out. 
The result—craftsmen in manu- 
‘acturing plants, large and small, 
are turning out many of the high 
talibre finished products that are 
needed for national defense. Sales- 
men who merchandise domestic 
xroducts are also catching this 
erious mental attitude. They, too, 
ie digging deeper than ever for 
the facts and fundamentals of 
liomestic needs as demanded by a 
perenne public.” 


Willys to Continue 
| Activity in Canada 


MONTREAL.—Announcement is 
made that Willys of Canada, Ltd., 
vill “carry on” in spite of auto- 
mobile production quotas set by 
z0vernmental decree, and that new 
Willys passenger cars, commercial 
ervice and parts for service and 
repair will continue to be available 
4s heretofore. ; 
The company has always carried 
1 full stock of parts and supplies 
at the headquarters in Windsor, 
nt. and this will be continued 
‘sin the past so that replacement 
arts will at all times be available 
° Willys owners throughout 
‘anada. 


Chevrolet Dealer Sons’ 
School to Open Today 


DETROIT. — Thirty-two youths, 
‘Nrolled for the 12th session of the 
Post-Graduate School of Modern 
Merchandising and Management, 
‘hevrolet’s training course for deal- 
ts’ sons, will open an eight-week 
ourse here Monday (Apr. 21). 

One Canadian youth is enrolled 
. the current school, as are two 
‘rethars of previous graduates. W. 
3 Grant, Fremont, Neb., is the 
‘hird member of his family to en- 
’r the dealers’ sons school, while 
Walter M. Lowery, Mansfield, La.. 
‘the second in his family to enroll. 


of business of every operator pur- 
chasing an imported truck. 


Essential services, the govern- 
ment decree states, include, but 
are not necessarily limited to those 
for naval, army or air service, for 
the operation of mines, for the 
maintenance and construction of 
highways, for the transportation of 
oil and gasoline, and for use in 
isolated communities not ade- 
quately served by railways. 


Automobile dealers report that, 
like in the early days of auto- 
mobiles, there are more customers 
than cars and many have a wait- 
ing list. 

Importation for both cars and 
trucks is allowed under a special 
license which must be renewed by 
the end of June. Official sources, 
however, have not indicated 
whether the restrictions will be 
changed at that time. 


, EXECUTIVE CLUB officers. Albert J. Proctor, right, AC Spark Plug super- 
intendent, was elected president, and Cecil P. Nankervis, Fisher Body plaat 
engineer, vice-president of the Flint Industrial Executives Club at a meeting 
of the council last week. The club has a membership of 1,500, nearly all of 
whom are executives in automotive plants in Flint. 


|is the 50th year of operation for 


New Gasoline Pump 
the company. 


Introduced by W ayne| Also introduced is a new centurbi 

FORT WAYNE, Ind Wayne pumping unit, which combines a 

Pump Co. here has introduced a turbine action with the original 
new computing pump. Current year! centrifugal principle. 


- 


Quietness is one of the most desirable 


features of a tire and one of the most: 


difficult to achieve. Through constant 


experimentation with tread ve AS Tegel and 


tire balance, U.S. Tire Engineers have 


not only successfully developed silence 
in the U. S. Royal De Luxe, but have 


combined with it a freer-rolling and 


easier-riding tread without any sacrifice 


to Royal De Luxe’s important quicker- 


stopping, greater mileage features. 


Mr 


IA 


A | 


TIRE DIVISION 


Supreme Court 


To Hear Chrysler 
Anti-Trust Appeal 


DETROIT.—U. S. supreme court 
last week decided to hear argu- 
ments in the appeal of the Chrysler 
Corp. for review of an order of 
Federal District Judge Thomas W. 
Slick in modifying, without the 
corporation's consent, an anti-trust 
consent decree entered at South 
Bend. 

The corporation complained on 
the ground that the order gave 
General Motors Corp. a competi- 
tive advantage in automobile 
financing. 

The order originally said that 
Chrysler could not be required to 
divest itself of interest in a finance 
company if GM had not been 
similarly enjoined by Jan. 1, 1941. 
This date was changed to Jan. 1, 
1942. 

Commercial Credit Corp. also was 
granted a hearing on a similar 
appeal. 


Snow white and 


stays white 


United States Rubber Company 


6600 East Jefferson Ave., Detroit, Mich. 





re 


Aare 


16—(392) 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 21, 1941 





Sizes, Weight, Uniform Code, 


Diversion Receiving Attention 


(Continued 


gasoline taxes have been offered 
in California, Connecticut, Kansas, 
Maine, Missouri, New Mexico, Okla- 
homa and South Carolina and re- 
ductions proposed in _ Arizona, 
Michigan, Oregon, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, South Dakota and 
Texas. Several of the bills in these 
two classes have already been 


killed. The extension of motor fuel ; 


taxes to diesel fuel and similar sub- 


stances either by broadening the’ 
definition of “motor fuel” or by the! 


imposition of “use fuel taxes” has 
been enacted into law in Arkansas, 
Arizona, North Carolina, 
Dakota, Tennessee, Utah and Wy- 
oming, and such bills are pending 
in Maine, Nebraska, New Mexico 
and Texas. 
Motor Vehicle Taxation 


Indiana has repealed the unpopu- 


lar “tire” weight tax. A new law) 


increasing license fees to replace 
revenues lost through the repeal 
of the tire tax has been questioned 
on the basis of an allegedly defec- 
tive title. Mileage tax bills have 
been offered in California, Iowa, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
Texas and Wyoming, but, thus far, 
have either died or failed to receive 
support. Truck fees have been re- 
duced by new laws in Maine and 
Tennessee. Bills are pending in 
California, Iowa, Missouri and 
Texas to greatly increase license 
fees. 
Reciprocity 

Oregon has repealed its require- 
ment of non-resident motorist reg- 
istration. Wyoming law sets up a 
reciprocity commission to negotiate 
reciprocal agreements and_ the 
Georgia legislature has broadened 
the authority to make such agree- 
ments. 

An Idaho measure to restrict 
non-resident privileges failed. In- 
diana, Montana, North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Utah bills to 
broaden reciprocity died. Recipro- 
city bills are still pending in Iowa, 


Maine, Minnesota, New Hampshire, ; 


New York and Wisconsin. 
Bills in Kansas and Nebraska to 


South | 


from Page 6) 


'of state highway funds is provided 
in a pending Pennsylvania resolu- 
tion. 

_ West Virginia legislature provided 
| for a study of highway safety and 
'the North Carolina legislature di- 
rected a study of compulsory in- 
spection laws. 

California resolution would create 
a committee to study highway costs 
and the equitable distribution of 
highway user taxes between various 
classes of motor vehicles. Measures 
in Wisconsin for a road program 
i study committee and in Massachu- 
setts for a study of truck trans- 
portation are still pending. 

Proposals to investigate carrier 
regulatory laws failed in Maryland, 
Indiana and North Carolina. 

Toll Roads and Turnpike 
Authorities 
Creation of turnpike authorities 
ito construct toll roads is proposed 
in a number of states, following 
the example of Pennsylvania. Bills 
in Maine, Illinois, Missouri, New 
Jersey, Oklahoma and Wisconsin 
would set up independent corpora- 
'tions with power of eminent do- 
main, to finance construction of 
turnpikes through issuance of 
bonds, and to amortize the cost 
from toll collections. Pennsylvania 
| bills would extend the present turn- 
|pike westward to the Ohio state 
jline and authorize a “Rim Park- 
way” in the Pocono mountains. 
! Maryland legislature has empow- 
{ered the State Road Commission to 
|construct toll “motorways” from 
| Washington to Baltimore and from 
|Bel Air to Pennsylvania state line. 
' New York measure creating a 
| Westchester Cross County Park- 
'way Commission with turnpike 
powers has been sent to the gov- 
| ernor. 
| Governor of Ohio may recommend 
a turnpike authority to construct a 
$100,000,000 superhighway through 
| northern Ohio. 
| Carrier Regulation 
New carrier acts, designed to 
|secure greater conformity to fed- 
in 


j}eral regulation, were enacted 





| 





AN AERIAL VIEW of the nearly-completed Navy Service School in the heart! 


of the Ford Motor Co.’s vast Rouge plant at Dearborn. Here approximately 
1,000 Navy recruits are being trained in the technical duties they will be called 
on to perform with the fleet. They are “learning by doing’’ in accordance with 
the methods pioneered by the Henry Ford Trade and Industrial Schools. On 
the river bank in right foreground is the Administration Bldg. Behind it are 
barracks, mess hall, recreation and storage buildings. In the background are 
the stacks of the open hearth furnaces of the steel mill and the docks at 
which Ford freighters tie up. 


Connecticut Wins Top Honors 
In National Safety Contest 


CHICAGO.—Details of the traffic}in the Eastern division, in ad- 
safety programs which won top/ dition to winning the grand award; 
honors for four states and seven Oklahoma in the Southern division; 
cities in the National Traffic Safety’ Minnesota in the Midwestern di- 
Contest were outlined last week by vision; Oregon in the Western di- 
the National Safety Council, which | vision. 
conducted the contest. | Cities which won first place in 

One fact, the council said, stands | their population groups were: 
out in a study of the voluminous | Washington, among cities of 500,- 
reports submitted by participants' 000 or more population; Kansas 
in the contest—that when modern City and Dallas, Tex., tied in the 
traffic principles are applied con- | 250,000-500,000 group, as well as 
sistently, intelligently and relent- | tying for the grand award; Chatta- 
lessly, traffic accidents always are|nooga, Tenn., in the 100,000-250,000 
reduced. | §roup,; Lakewood, O., in the 50,000- 

The reports show further that! 100,000 group; Watertown, N. Y., in 
success of any state or community | the 25,000-50,000 group; La Grange, 
in reducing traffic accidents is| Ill, in the 10,000-25,000 group. 
proportionate to the size, scope and Contest rules provide that na- 
intensity of its traffic accident tional grand awards shall go to the 
program. ; state and city which, in the opinion 

It is especially important to re-|of the judges, came nearest to do- 

}member that fact right now, the | ing the maximum that could be ac- 
council pointed out, because traffic | complished practicably for traffic 


hazards have been multiplied by | safety. 


orists Substantial Gains 


State Law Mills Giving Moto 


repeal Port of Entry laws have | Arkansas and introduced in Idaho, 
been defeated. 'Oklahoma, Rhode Island and Ver- 
Arkansas, Minnesota, North Da-| mont. The Idaho and Vermont bills 
kota and Wyoming have already, died. Three Texas bills seek to 
enacted legislation extending re-| exempt private motor truck owners 
ciprocal registration privileges to | from onerous regulation in that 
non-resident members of the armed | State under the New Way Lumber 
forces temporarily detailed to ser- | case. : . 
vice in such states, and similar | Transportation of New Automobiles 


bills are pending in several other, Transportation of new automo- 





states. 

Legislative Study Committees 

A development of great interest 
to highway users is the increasing 
legislative resort to study commit- 
tees and commissions empowered 
to recommend legislation based on 
their findings. A complete study of 
for-hire motor vehicle legislation 
has been authorized by the Oregon 
legislature. In Indiana, a commis- 
sion has been set up by legislative 
action to survey the highway sys- 
tem and means of financing the 
same. 

The Oklahoma house created a 
special committee to study all the 
different statutes relating to fees, 
licenses and special funds. 
New York legislature has sent to 
the governor a measure directing 
study of the distribution of gas 
tax revenues to localities. Investi- 
gation of the use made by counties 


INDIANAPOLIS 
RACES 


ALL EXPENSE RATES 


$16.50 — $36.75 


in Coaches in Pullmans 


Only Train DIRECT to Speedway 
Just ONE Night Out 
No Driving or Parking Worries 


EARL KIRBY 


TRAVEL SERVICE 
DIME BLDG. CHERRY 3965 


The | 


biles for sale by the truckaway and 
driveaway methods is threatened 
with stringent and, in some cases, 
| crippling regulation. These propos- 
|als are usually offered in the name 
| of safety. Singled out for legislative 
|attack is the “doubledeck” method 
|of transportation. This would in- 
| clude not only “car-over-cab” (now 
prohibited in Pennsylvania and 
| West Virginia), but would prohibit 
|any two-level transportation. Bills 
to this end are pending in Colorado, 

Illinois, Iowa, Missouri and Ohio. 
Similar bills died in Arkansas, 
|Maryland, Nevada, Tennessee, 
| Utah, Vermont and Wyoming. A 
| bill repealing the West Virginia 
| law failed. 

Caravaning of motor’ vehicles 
would be subject to licensing and 
| further taxation by bills in Colo- 
|rado, Minnesota, Missouri and Ne- 
| braska. New Mexico law was 
amended to strengthen the regula- 
'tion and the Wyoming law was 
amended to exempt _ individual 
| deliveries and increase the _ fee 
|from $6 to $10 per car. A North 
|Carolina bill prohibiting towing of 


;motor vehicles was defeated. A 
| similar bill is pending in South 


| Carolina. 
Week-end Truck Bans 

One of the important threats to 
| highway transportation is the pro- 
| posed prohibition or limitation by 
law of truck operations on week- 
ends and holidays. These bills are 
generally sponsored by competing 
forms of transport. Bills for this 


purpose were killed in Arkansas, 
Indiana, Iowa, Maryland, Oregon, 
Tennessee and Vermont, but are 


still pending in Colorado, New 
York, Ohio and Texas. 
Financial Responsibility 


The difficult problem of the un 


the activities of the national de- | 
fense program. 

Every one of the 48 states and} 
1,281 cities participated in the con-| 
test, which covered the calendar 


year 1940. 
Connecticut won the national | 
grand award for states. Kansas 


City and Dallas, Tex., tied for the 
grand award among cities. 
States which won first place in 


In judging reports, 50 points are 
allowed for low death rates and 
for a reduction of the death rate 
below the average for 1937, ’38 and 
‘39. Five points are allowed for 
completeness in accident reporting 
and maintaining a permanent ac- 
cident record file, 10 for safe traffic 
planning and construction, 15 for 
effective traffic law enforcement 
and 10 each for development of 


their divisions were: Connecticut 


,child safety and public educational 
| programs. 

compensated motor vehicle acci-| Judges in the 1940 contest were 
dent has been a subject of increas-| Thomas H. MacDonald, com- 
ing legislative concern. Compul-| missioner of U. S. Public Roads 
sory insurance bills requiring proof Administration; Paul G. Hoffman, 
of financial responsibility of all| president of Automotive Safety 
users of the highway have been! Foundation and of Studebaker 
introduced in California, Connecti-|Corp.; Col. John Stilwell, president 


cut, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, Min- of National Safety Council and| 
nesota, Montana, New York, Ohio, | Vice-president of Consolidated Edi- | 


Pennsylvania, Vermont and Wis-|son Co. of New York, Inc., and 
consin. Massachusetts is the only} Leslie J. Sorenson, vice-president 
state which at present has a com-|for public safety of the National 
pulsory insurance law. t Safety Council and city traffic 

New Hampshire legislature has engineer of Chicago. 
sent to the governor a bill amend-| 
ing that state’s financial responsi- | 
bility law to relieve innocent 
parties of the necessity of filing! 
proof. A New York bill sent to! 
the governor greatly tightens the 
financial responsibility law. 

Equipment 

The trend in equipment bills is 
to conformity with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission safety rules 
and the uniform traffic code. Ten- 
nessee has harmonized its equip- 
ment requirement laws with the 
ICC and a new Delaware statute 
empowers the Motor Vehicle Com- 
missioner to do so. 

Maine legislature has enacted a 
statute sanctioning sealed beam 
headlights. New Jersey bill would 
require a headlight beam indicator. | 
Measures relating to headlights are 
also before the California, Massa- 
chusetts and Michigan legislatures. 


Kramer Appointed 
_ DETROIT.—Appointment of Edward 


first machine 


guns totaling $61,000,000. Gov. Murray 


| 
| 


CINCINNATI. Fears of price 
/advances and curtailment of pro- 
| duction or accessories with possible 
|\lowering of quality combined to 
produce record-breaking March 
sales of motor cars in this area. 
according to Cincinnati Automobile 


2 Dealers Assn. 


March new car registrations to- 
\taled 3,591 for an increase of 77 
| percent over February and 8 per. 
| cent over March, 1940. 

During the month, 
|ears were sold for a 
percent over February and 6 per- 
'ecent over March, 1940. New truck 
;sales recorded an advance of 98 
percent over February and 45 per- 
cent over March, 1940. 

During the first quarter ended 
March 31, new car sales were 22 
;percent ahead of the final quarter 
| in 1940 and 16 percent ahead of 
the first quarter in 1940. Used car 
‘sales during the first quarter were 
31 percent above the first quarter 
of 1940. 

Increased sales of used cars have 
reduced stocks to a healthy level 
for this season and prices remain 
firm. Although dealers know they 
are in a seller's market yet many 
are trading wildly for volume. 
throwing profits away. 


4,126 used 
gain of 57 


Jenkins Planning 
Record Assaults 


SALT LAKE CITY.—-Ab Jenkins 
wants to close up shop as mayor 
(of Salt Lake City again this year 
,and hie himself out to the Bonne- 
| Ville Salt Flats, where he hopes to 
| drive 200 miles an hour on a circu- 
lar track—for at least one lap- 
; in his Mormon Meteor. 

Then he wants to remodel the 
Meteor, put in two new V-12 Wright 
airplane motors, and break John 
Cobb's straight-away record of 368 
miles an hour. This attempt prob- 
ably will not be made until 1942, 
Jenkins said, as the Meteor will 
require quite a bit of remodeling 
before it will be ready for the 
attempt to break Cobb's record. 

After that, Mayor Jenkins will 
retire the orange racer to the state 


capitol, for passers-by to read the ° 


impressive list of records set by 
the salt flats juggernaut. 


Reo Gets $50,000 Order 


From Shipping Concern 


LANSING.—Keeshin Motor Ex- 
press, Inc., Chicago, has placed an 
order for $50,000 worth of Reo 
equipment for tractor-trailer 
operation, according to an an- 
nouncement by Frank N. Morgan, 
general sales manager of Reo Mo- 
tors, Inc. 

Included in this order are several 
specially engineered Reo tractors 
of 120 inch wheelbase with 288 
cubic-inch engine and 5-speed 
transmission, particularly designed 
|for long hauls and sustained high 
speed operation. These vehicles are 
painted the special Keeshin blue 
and aluminum colors. 





PRODUCED MONTHS ahead of contract schedule h 
i » here you , » of the 
guns turned out by General Motors on defense aaiven tar such 


D. Van Wagoner of Michigan fires the 


S. Kramer as_ president of Kramer) first gun, while Lieut. Richard Matheney sig AEP : - & ; 
| Bros. Freight Lines, Inc to succeed | Gear division plant from the Grdnenee tee = We ees ee] 
‘his father, the late Steve S. Kramer, general manager, and Maj. John J. Breen, ordnance officer for the Detroit 


has been announced area, look on. S-« story on page 1%, 
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—the 4th Dimension 


S Automotive Linage 


° 
lati 
i gins 
ligh Automotive advertising gains gl 
wspapers during March contin- 
to lead all other classifications, 
cording to a survey of 52 cities 
ned to ! Media Records, Inc. Ditto on 
March 2 first quarter of 1941, as com- 
3 area, ved with 1940. 
mobile Out of March’s total of 114,- 

16,998 lines of all advertising in 

ewspapers (classified included), 
wtomotive accounted for 5,906,- 
93, a gain of 5.1 percent over 
40. Automotive’s increase in the 
ist quarter was 8.2 percent, as 
of 5; ompared with 1940. 
6 per. Financial advertising was the 
truck iy other display classification to 
of 93 ow a gain in March in 582 cities, 
hile retail and general showed 
ght declines. Total display drop- 


f price 
»f pro- 
OSSible 


Ms to- 
of 77 
8 per- 


/ Used 


5 per- 


ended 
ere 22 
uarter partment stores accounted for a 
‘ad of in of 1.2 percent, and total ad- 
od car wtising was up one-tenth of 1 
* were -rcent. 


uarter 
dded 


shave Appointment of Meldrum and 
level »wsmith, Cleveland, to handle the 
emain duct advertising of Republic 
' they eel Corp. is announced by Ches- 
many rt W. Ruth, director of advertis- 
ume. g for Republic. 
The company’s product advertis- 
g campaign involves the use of 
o out 60 business and technical 
= iblications in a wide variety of 
] _ dustrial fields. New phase is in 
I ts dition to the national campaigns 
hich the agency has handled for 


nkins : > 

evar epublic during the past 11 years. 
year +. 

onne- "O 
es to Pontiac Owners’ magazine will 


circu. egin its third year with the May 
lap ssue. During its first two years 
early eight and three-quarters 
1 the aillion copies of the publication 
‘right ave gone to owners of late 
John nodel Pontiac cars. Circulation 
f 368 1as increased continuously and 
prob- w stands at more than 400,000 
1942, 0opies per month. 
will te 
leling ‘ddition 
' the Eben Griffiths, advertising man- {| 
‘d.  w#r of Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., 
will x, announces appointment of J. 
State tirling Getchell, Inc., as advertis- 
1 the'g counsel for the company's 
t by Yfadhams division in Wisconsin, 
fective June 1. The agency, which 
4s prepared Socony-Vacuum’s na- 
>y onal automotive and _ industrial 
ivertising for the last seven years, 
ern; well as several local accounts, 
Ex- ‘ill open new offices in Milwaukee 
d an 1 May 15. 
Reo Harry H. Scott will be account 
ailer ecutive, and Paul V. Carpenter, 
an- ho has represented the agency on 
‘gan, le Allis-Chalmers account, will 
Mo- sume additional responsibilities 
tthe Milwaukee office. 


‘tors Lontract 

288 Fremont (O.) wedding bells rang 
peed ipr. 13 for Virginia Koestlin of 
zned Yetroit and Colin M. Selph, adver- 
high ‘sing manager of Avromotive News 
are ind Automotive Service. Will nest 
blue 4 Detroit. 


rogram 

New items, a national magazine 
nd trade paper campaign, and 
umerous new sales promotion 
elps are part of the Inlite brake 
ning and clutch facing merchan- 
ising program announced by 
Inited Motors Service. ; 

A strong advertising campaign 
acks the program. In a list of 
tading automotive trade papers 
minant page advertisements will 
pear throughout 1941. Consumer 
dvertising, stressing the long life 
nd stopping ability of Inlite brake 
ining will appear in Saturday 
Wwening Post and Collier's. New 
ounter cards, window streamers, 
ilders, postcards, book matches 
nd a metal flange sign provide 
istributors and dealers with sales 
tomotion material to carry on the 
rogram. 


Town Hall 
the “How Advertising Can Best Serve 
uch Democracy Today” will be the topic 
= ta “Town Meeting” of advertising 
ant ‘t the Monday afternoon session of 
it’ ‘he annual convention of Advertis- 


Rises; 


‘| Add New Accounts 
By Pete Wemhoff 


ing Federation of America, to be 
held May 25-29 in Boston. Dr. 
George V. Denny jr., founder of 
the Town Meeting of the Air, will 
serve as moderator and _ partici- 
pants will be: 


Dr. George H. Gallup, director of 
research of Young & Rubicam, 
Inc.; Hill Blackett, vice-president 
of Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Inc.; 
Carle Conway, chairman of the 
board of the Continental Can Co., 
and Harford Powel, who is in 
charge of the “Baby Bond” cam- 
paign for the United States treas- 
ury department. 


Switch 


Forty-year-old Automobile Topics, 
now published in Detroit, an- 


twice a month. William C. Calla- 
han, its editor, has resigned. 

This change of policy leaves 
AtTomoTiveE News the only weekly 
national publication in the auto- 
mobile industry. 


Notes 

Hoard’s Dairyman annual cow- 
judging contest is on... Packard 
Motor Car Co. of New York, Inc., 
which operates six branches in 
Greater New York, has placed its 
advertising account with Roberts 
& Reimers, Inc. . . . Clyde Vande- 
burg, Packard’s p.a., has article 
(“Time and Detroit Can Do It”) in 
May issue of Esquire .. . Standard 
Oil of Indiana wins Chicago Fed- 
erated Advertising Club’s annual 
award for best newspaper ad cam- 
paign created in Chicago. ‘ 
Charles M. Neighbors, advertising 
manager of Babcock & Wilcox Co., 
elected president of the Industrial 
Advertising Assn. of New York, 
Inc. ...H. L. Fisher elected presi- 
dent of Rickard & Co., Inc. 


Offices Moved 
CHICAGO.—National Assn. of Inde- 
pendent Tire Dealers has announced the 


San Antonio Used Car Sales 
During March at High Peak 


Special to Automotive News 

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.-—Used car 
sales for March, as reported by the 
dealer-members of San Antonio 
Automobile Trade Assn., reflect the 
best condition in recent years. The 
report follows: 

There were 1,591 cars on hand 
at the beginning of the month, and 
sales during April totaled 1,941 
units, for a unit turnover of 122 
percent against 106 percent for 
March, a total value of $593,293, a 
turnover value of 106 _ percent 
against 95 percent for March, and 
an average value of $306 against 
$307 for the preceding month. 
There were 1,720 cars on hand at 
the end of the month having a 
total value of $583,512, and an 
average value of $332 against an 
average of $345 for February. 

February sales totaled 1,537 units 
for a unit turnover of 106 percent, 
a total value of $471,919, a turn- 


1,591 cars on hand at the end of 
the month having a total value of 
$549,148, ai.d an average value of 
$345. 

Sales during March, 1940, totaled 
1,615 units for a turnover of 117 
percent, a total value of $444,213, a 
turnover value of 103 percent and 
an average value of $275. There 
were 1,534 cars on hand at the end 
of the month. 


Johnson, Anderson Named 


Dodge Truck Managers 


DETROIT.—Appointment of two 
new district truck managers was 
announced last week by L. D. 
Cosart, sales manager, truck divi- 
sion, Dodge Brothers Corp. 

W. H. Johnson becomes Dodge 
district truck manager of the 
Mansfield and Akron territory in 
Ohio, and F. L. Anderson has been 
appointed district truck manager 
in the Greensboro, North Carolina 


oq 1.8 percent. Classified advertis- | nounces retirement from the week- 
g showed a 7.7 percent rise; ly field; hereafter it'll be issued New York to Chicago, at 30 N. LaSalle. 


Men against fire 


removal of their executive offices from 


over value of 95 percent, and an 


average value of $307. There were! region. 





( A story of day-to-day progress in automotive research ) 


Any FIRE CHIEF will tell you that 
the speed with which he can get to 
a fire is as important as the skill and 
courage of his men in actually fighting 
a blaze. Today the greatest help in 
saving vital minutes is modern gaso- 
line-driven fire equipment. Picturesque 
as was the old horse-drawn fire engine 
with its smoking boiler, it could not 
attain the speed of modern equipment 
nor could it pump the torrents of water 
required in modern fire-fighting. 

Each successive improvement in 
automotive engines and their fuels has 
aided not only the fire-fighters of Amer- 
ica but also the users of all other kinds 
of automotive vehicles. 

Since the tendency of fuel to knock 
has been a limiting factor in the design 
of more efficient engines, the steady rise 


in the anti-knock (octane) value of 


gasoline has played and will continue 
to play a vital part in this progress. 
Each advance in gasoline anti-knock 


quality can be utilized by the auto- 


motive industry to produce engines of 


still greater power, performance and 
economy. Thus the use by oil refiners 
of Ethyl’s product, tetraethyl lead, as an 
anti-knock ingredient in gasoline, con- 
tributes to the day-to-day improvement 
of automotive equipment of all types. 

Because engines and fuels are insep- 
arably related in their further develop- 
ment, Ethyl research workers are co- 
operating with technical men 
in both the automotive and 
petroleum industries. The 
Ethyl laboratories at Detroit 
and San Bernardino are 
helping to coordinate the 


developments of both = in- 





dustries and are contributing the re- 
sults of many tests and experiments 
with possible future fuels and engines. 
At the same time our service engineers 
in the field are working with many 
commercial users of engines and fuels 
in the practical application of labora- 
tory findings. 

To engineers in every phase of 
automotive development we extend 
an invitation to avail themselves of our 
research and service facilities. Ethyl 
Gasoline Corporation, Chrysler Build- 
ing, New York City. 


Better and more economical 
transportation through 


ETHYL RESEARCH and SERVICE 





rs 
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ENGINEERING - PRODUCTION - 


By A. H. Allen 
WHEN WILL we have rear-en- 
gine cars? One leading automobile 
company executive is authority for 
the opinion that engineering prob- 
lems involved are not insurmount- 





able but that the public’ is 
accustomed to having a high, bulky 
hood on the front of the car and 
will not buy cars built otherwise, 
at least not yet. It would be possible 
to design a car with engine in 


the rear over the rear wheels, with | 


hood reduced to nothing more than 
a luggage compartment and with 
rear seat moved forward ahead of 
the wheel housing so that it could 


be appreciably wider, but no manu- | 


facturer will take the gamble to 
work out such a design. The 
smaller manufacturers cannot af- 
ford to and the larger units do 
not choose to tamper with the 





ready acceptance their present cars | 


are meeting. Probably another 
sharp depression in motor car buy- 
ing would stimulate introduction 
ofa rear-engine job. 


Steel producers and users as 
well have long suspected that the 
element nitrogen was important 
in determining characteristics of 
finished steel, particularly the 
aging or change in properties 
over a period of time. Recently 
some significant research was 
done by C. L. Altenburger of 
Great Lakes Steel Corp. in De- 
troit, which seems to demonstrate 
clearly that by controlling 
amounts of nitrogen in_ steel, 
some startling changes in 
strength can be measured. Nitro- 
gen, of course, is present in air 
in large quantities and is an inert 
gas. In steel, it is present in only 
the merest fraction of a percent 
but by stepping up the content 
artificially some appreciable 
changes in steel properties is 
realized. This suggests the feas- 
ibility of “fertilizing” heats of 
steel the same as you would 
fertilize a lawn, to get certain 
desired characteristics. 

* x * 


try’s well known 
farming out or 
parts supplies (particularly in good 
times), it is pointed out that Stude- 
baker contemplates subcontracting 
60 percent of the work involved 
in production of Wright airplane 
engines in its three new plants. 
The contracts will go to suppliers 
within a 200-mile radius of South 
Bend. 


*- * * 


Gives Data On 


Defense Program 

AN OLDTIMER on the 
scene, industrially speaking, is 
Burnham Finney, now editor of 


Coming Events 





APRIL 
25-27—Del Monte, Calif. 23rd annual 
automobile dealers golf tournament. 
6 - Seattle. Washington Motor 
Transport Assn., annual convention. 


MAY 
1—Boston (Parker House). Automo- 
tive Trade and Accessories Show. 


| 
| 





| 


jin spirit and 
_ will be the arsenal of democracy.” 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 21, 1941 


URCHASING 
American Machinist, who has taken 
pen in hand to rush through a new 
book titled “Arsenal of Democracy.” 
Its 284 pages are crammed full of 
information on the extent and| 
progress of the national defense | 
program, how the automobile in- 
dustry has taken a hand in it to the 
extent of about one-tenth of the 
total, what is being done about | 
bottlenecks, airplanes, ship con-| 


struction, tank manufacture and 
all the other phases of defense. 


Finney knows intimately the 
picture in Detroit from years of 
covering the motor beat for “Iron 
Age” and “American Machinist.” | 
This has equipped him to do a 
timely and well-rounded job of 
correlating and interpreting in- 
dustry’s activity in the defense 
program in such a way that the 
layman is given an undistorted 
picture of the facts and can read- 
ily appreciate the enormity of the 
task of building 50,000 airplanes, 
or a two-ocean navy, or 10,000 
tanks. 


His concluding remarks are worthy 
of repetition. “The challenge is 
here: American industry, and by 
that term we mean our industrial 
private enterprise system involving 
both labor and management, must 
go on building our defense quickly 
and efficiently and unitedly. Then, 
in deed, America 





* * * 


$6 Boost 
In Car Steel 


BOOSTING of wages 10 cents an! 
hour by all steel companies is now 
in effect, and as yet the price 


| policy of the industry in the future | 
| has not been announced. Increases | 


will narrow the margin between | 
cost and sales price more for the | 
smaller companies than for the 
large, but the industry hitherto 
has acted as a unit on prices. 
smaller companies than for the 
Higher labor costs add about $3 
to the cost of producing a ton of | 





TO STIMULATE actual night field operations when lights are taboo, 21 men 
from 12 different encampments are learning to change and repair tires and tubes, 
while blindfolded, in a month course in emergency tire and battery repair being | 
conducted in Akron by Goodyear for the U. S. Quartermaster corps. Removing 
| tire in above photo is Private William Sallee of Ft. Custer, Mich., while John 
| Kuhns, Goodyear instructor, and Sergt. Vincent Spengler of Camp Blanding, 


Fla., time the operation. 


Economist’s Warning: 


Higher Prices, Taxes to Start 


Reducing Demand by June 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK. — Decline in the 
demand ffor civilian consumer 
goods will start after June as a 
result of higher prices and reduc- 
tions in family incomes caused by 
the draft and by higher taxes, it 
was predicted by Dr. Rufus S. 
Tucker, economist of General Mo- 
tors Corp., in addressing the spring 
conference of the Controllers Insti- 
tute of America here last week. 

Last year, Dr. Tucker said, pro- 
ductive workers were supporting 
about 8,000,000 unemployed, a small 
army, and about 1,000,000 govern- 
ment officials. In 1941 and 1942, he 
added, they will be supporting 11,- 
000,000 or 12,000,000 including an 
army of 2,000,000 to 4,000,000, a 
total of 5,000,000 defense workers 
and about 3,000,000 unemployed. 

Predicting a general rise in 
prices, Dr. Tucker said it could be 
prevented from occurring in 1942 
“by a prompt and drastic program 
of high taxes on consumers and 
credit restriction and economy in 
non-essential government expendi- 
tures. 

“The national income,” he said, 


| steel, or about $6 to the cost of|“is now officially estimated to be 
Reflecting the automobile indus-| steel in an automobile, since about | at the rate of 79.5 billion dollars 


technique of|two tons of raw steel are required 
subcontracting | for the ton and a half of finished 


Detroit | 











steel in the average car. 


a year. This figure has little rela- 
tion to the amount of goods pro- 
duced. Even without what could 


really be called an inflation it is 
likely that a large number of 
prices will rise, carrying up the 
cost of living 6 to 8 percent by 
the end of the year. Moreover, the 
share of the national income taken 
away from consumers by means of 
taxes and government loans will 
increase, thus reducing the amount 
left for voluntary purchases. 


“Consequently,” Dr. Tucker con- 
tinued, “the demand for many 
kinds of goods must decrease, prob- 
ably including most kinds of con- 
sumers’ durable goods. But for a 
few months the increased purchas- 
ing power of workers previously 
unemployed, or transferred to bet- 
ter-paid jobs, may offset the in- 
creasing burdens on the rest of the| 
population.” 


Describing the effect of the war 
of 1917-1919 on the national income, | 
Dr. Tucker said that the nation's | 
industrial output was very slightly | 
increased by war activity in 1917) 
and 1918; that the output of goods 
for civilian use was reduced; that 
purchasing power and standards of 
living of most classes except farm- 
ers were reduced while the war 
was going on, and that well-to-do 
individuals and corporations suf- 
fered relatively more than the 
wage-earners. 








Canada May Slap 
Special Tax on 


‘Pleasure’ Fuel 


MONTREAL—The Canadian 
government is conducting a sur- 
vey of the amount of gasoline 
used for pleasure purposes, and 
possibility of a special tax on non- 
business use of petroleum prod- 
ucts in the next budget is hinted. 
A reduction in the number of 
grades of gasoline on the market 
is also considered likely. 

Imports of petroleum and_ its 
products from the United States 
amount to about $50,000,000 a year 
or a substantial proportion of the 
estimated $330,000,000 adverse bai- 
ance of payments. It the dominion 
government decides upon a gaso- 
line tax it will be entering what 
has so far been regarded as a pro- 
vincial field. It is recalled, how- 
ever, that a few months ago at the 
abortive dominion-provincial con- 
ference on taxation and fiscal re- 
lationships, Finance Minister Isley 
warned the provinces that the fed- 
eral government might under the 


pressure of war needs find it neces- 


sary to invade this taxation field. 
The survey of usage of gasoline 
is expected to show the propor- 
tions used by the armed forces, 
farmers, lake vessels, business in 
general including commercial 
travelers and pleasure drivers. 


Officers Installed 


ST. LOUIS.—The following officers 
of the St. Louis Metropolitan Chev- 
rolet Sales Managers Council were 
elected and installed at a meeting at 
the Kingsway hotel by G. H. Good, 
zone manager: President, Harry Hag- 
erty; vice-president, I. L. Marting: 
secretary-treasurer, Vincent Sutton. 











For _a fresh automotive viewpoint. 
read George M. Slocum’s “‘A Word in 
Edgewise.”’ 


Truck Top Ten 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 
1941 
Pos. Make 
1—38,301 Chevrolet 
2—34,377 Ford 
3—15,504 Int'l 
4—12,579 GMC 
5— 9,070 Dodge 
6— 1,754 Plymouth 
I— 1,611 White 
8— 1,197 Mack 
9— 909 Diamond T 
10— 511 Studebaker 
Total All Makes 
117,848 90,925 


1940 

Pos. 
31,396— 1 
26,615— 2 
11,225— 3 
5,999— 5 
9,074— 4 
1,617— 6 
805— 9 
1,010— 8 
1,012— 7 
197—10 





New Commercial Car Registrations, 45 States for Feb. ’41-’40 









































Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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New Commercial Car Registrations, 13 States for March’41-40 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co.. and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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27-30—New York. Annual convention of 
American Trucking Assns. 


| *Includes 47 states 
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states for March. 
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aie AN’s Production Estimate | 
sur- (U. 8. and Canada) 
gee WEEKS ENDED APRIL 19, APRIL 12 | 
: ; Jan.1 Jan.1 

weed. Week Same Week _ to ‘to 
: Ended Week Ended A 
inted. pr.20 Apr. 19 
oe Apr.19 1940* Apr. 12 Datet 1940*  1941* 
narket GENERAL MOTORS .. 54,680 44,777 54,565 152,019 664,182 817,752 
Chevrolet? ........... 1,560 26,982 31,500 87,532 398,510 471,076 
Mkt ME pinch axe reands 8,615 6,539 8,623 24,130 103,811 131,107, 
States pontiac .............. 6,945 5,399 6,935 19,428 77,679 103,813 
a year Oldsmobile .......... 5,930 4,817 5,922 16,576 71,346 88,657 
of ithe a 1,580 1,040 1,585 4,425 12,836 23,099 
inion GRYSLER ........... 28,235 23,865 26,762 76,269 373,869 433,827. 
gaso. Plymoutht ........... 12,700 11,965 11,625 + $3,553 182,328 205,187 
eee 9,025 7,370 8945 25,114 116,669 135,056 
a pro. Chrysler ............. 3,975 2,635 3,772 10,727 42,954 55,869 
ee PEMD hv cvevseaverns 2,535 1,895 2,420 6,875 31,918 37,715 
ees 6 dani disaannae 1,175 18,482 2,450 17,815 355,128 344,423 | 
con- Fordt ................ 800 15,950 2,150 14,950 307,406 296,117, 
al re- Mercury ....------.-. 200 «1,750 «= 300 2,840 © 36,822 41,027 
= , iwikntnnvons ons 175 732 + 525 10,890 = 7,249 | 
.r the STUDEBAKER? ....... 2,920 2,408 2,788 8,108 39,456 38,220 
— 2 vASH 2,400 1,542 2,416 6,748 21,319 30,619 
soline MUDSONT ............. 2,050 1,983 1,806 5,420 25,685 25,528 
plete ee 1,450 1,649 1,438 4,044 26,650 18,766 
Se ME vise esses sce 1,125 898 $ 1,125 9,988 7,347 
i ial ywEsCELLANEOUS} 7,895 6,561 7,870 22,021 111,943 125,829) 
GOTALA. .....00000000. 101,880 102,115 100,095 298,569 1,625,965 1,842,811 | $Y 
*Revised. tIncludes trucks. %Closed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, | 


fficers Henney, Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, Indiana, | 


— International, Mack, Reo, Sterling, 

‘Good. 

Has: Plant Activity 

lon, (Week Ending Apr. 19) 

point. OUTPUT UNITS WORKING DENVER. 
ord in Buick....... steady, 8,615; five days 


Cadillac. ....steady, 1,580; five days 


Chevrolet. .steady, 31,560; five days 
Chrysler. ...steady, 3,975; five days 
De Soto.....steady, 2,535; five days 


Dodge......steady, 9,025; five days 


Se resumes after strike 
Hudson.....steady, 2,050; five days 
EMOOME 665555 resumes after strike 
Mercury....... resumes after strike 


WR Sse ccc steady, 2,400; five days 
Oldsmobile. .steady, 5,930; five days 
Packard....steady, 1,450; five days 
Plymouth. .steady, 12,700; five days 
Pontiac. ....steady, 6,945; five days 
Studebaker. .steady, 2,920; five days 
Willys. ...resumes, 1,125; five days 
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White, Bantam, etc. 


Automotive Tax Receipts 
In Denver Rise $90,000) 


— Prosperity factors 
for Denver continued to pile up 
last week with disclosure that mo- 
tor license and tax receipts for the 
first quarter of this year exceed | 
any similar period in the history | 
of Denver. Since the first of the 
year total receipts for license 
plates, state automobile taxes and 
certificates of title have amounted 
to $1,128,855, an increase of $90,452 
over the same period of 1940, Paul 
Perske, manager of the city motor | 
vehicle bureau, reports. 

So far in 1941, the city has sold | 
86,597 passenger car plates and 
5,177 truck licenses. The same 
number was not reached until early | 
in June last year. According to 
the department records, 16,980 new 
and used cars were sold in Denver | 
during the first quarter. 





| 





Next Week With 


Full Operations 


DETROIT. — Although the Ford 
Rouge plant reopened last Monday, 
no actual production was under 


way, thus keep- 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS 


ing last week’s 
output at a low 
Production Estimate 


mark of 101,880 
units. 

This is a slight 
rise over the 
previous week’s 
production of 
100,095 vehicles, 


LAST 
YEAR 


new cars 
trucks were 
turned out in 


of 1940. 


tors’ five divi- 
sions remained 
fairly steady 
last week with 
54,630 vehicles 
assembled, which 
compares with 





the previous! 


while 102,115, 
and | 


the same period | 


General Mo-| 


” Week's Output Up Slightly to 101,880; Ford Resumes 


~ Sharp Rise Seen 





Passenger Car Registrations 
One Month plus 47 States for February 


Mar. Mar. 
to Date Pos. 
Chevrolet M10, oe 1 
OMEN ihe e.4:0 a9 605070556 2 
=: 8,667 3 
Buick 6,176 4 
Pontiac 5,564 5 
Oldsmobile 4,367 6 
WOGHC: vices. 3,535 7 
Chrysler fei ee 8 
Btudebaker .....6..6 1,931 9 
Mercury iia. —— as 
PRES 6 Se 6.deR ates 1,830 10 
De Soto 1,313 12 
Hudson 1,211 13 
Cadillac 999 15 
CREE wovtwre civics 1,011 14 
DIOGEET: -o: WiedK eae Awe s 306 16 
PMEMUTIONE. Gaserscissee 283 (17 
Miscellaneous ....... 143 
BURRS s 8 éea caries 73,529 

*Loss. 





week’s total of 54,565 units and | 


44,777 units turned out in the com- | 


parable period last year. 
Chrysler divisions assembled 28,- 


| 235 new cars and trucks last week, 
jan 
| week’s output of 26,762 units and 
| 23,865 vehicles built 


increase over the previous 


in the like 
period of 1940. 

With the Lincoln plant getting} 
approximately two days last week, | 
the Ford group total was 1,175 | 
units which compares with the 


| previous week’s total output of 
2,450 vehicles and 18,432 new cars| 


and trucks turned out in the com- 
parable period last year. The Ford 
total is expected to rise sharply 
this week as Ford’s Rouge plant 


and the 16 branch plant assembly | 


lines resume. 

In the independent group resump- 
| tion of Willys puts all divisions at 
‘top speed on five days’ operation. 


13,521 Tourists Cam ps 


WASHINGTON.—During 1939, =~ re 
were in operation in the U. S. 13,521 
| tourist courts and tourist camps having 
136,175 cabins comprising 159,632 renta 
units, a U. S. census bureau see 
reveals. 





NEW YORK.—Operations in the 
| steel plants of the country dropped 
‘one point to 98.3 percent of capac- 
|ity last week, the American Iron 
and Steel Institute has estimated. 
| The decline was due mostly, ob- 
servers in the steel industry said, 
to interruptions occasioned by the 
shortage of coke and other essen- 
'tials in the manufacturing process 
brought on by stoppage of work 
in the soft coal industry. 

In previous week, output was at 
the rate of 99.3 percent of capacity 
and a month ago 99.4. Last year 
it was at 60.9 percent. 

* * * 


Operators Worried 


In Youngstown Area 

YOUNGSTOWN, O.— Steel out- 
put remained unchanged last week, 
at 97 percent of capacity, in the 
Youngstown district, but the still 
unsettled coal strike is beginning 
to cause some worry to steel mak- 
ers here. 

Unless coal miners and beehive 
| coke oven operations are resumed 
| in Connellsville district immedi- 
ately, Sharon Steel Corp. will be 














Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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and 13 States for March 





1941 1940 Unit 
1941 Pos. 1940 Pos. Gain 
160,215 1 132,594 1 27,621 
116,125 2 88,503 2 27,622 
76,292 3 66,962 3 9,330 
55,473 4 43,816 4 11,657 
50,170 5 32,846 6 17,324 
42,146 6 28,688 7 13,458 
34,522 7 33,243 5 1,279 
23,221 8 15,453 8 7,768 
17,088 9 15,070 9 2,018 
15,040 10 13,513 10 1,527 
13,697 11 8,690 14 5,007 
13,153 12 10,899 12 2,254 
11,522 18 11,963 11 441* 
10,520 14 5,427 15 5,093 
9,331 15 10,881 13 1,550* 
3,386 16 3,759 16 373* 
3,173 17 3,358 17 185* 
904 384 520 
655,978 526,049 129,929 





Coal Miners Strike Causes 
Decline in Steel Production 


forced to bank its Lowellville blast 
furnace. Shenango Furnace Co. 
may be able to operate its blast 
furnace at Sharpsville another 
week. 

United States Steel Corp. blast 
furnaces at the Ohio works and 
Farrell works are being fed largely 
from the reserve piles of coke, 
which are fast dwindling. Youngs- 
town Sheet & Tube Co. and Re- 
public Steel Corp. obtain their coke 
supply largely from by-product 
coke ovens here. They still have 
about two or three weeks coking 
coal reserves on hand and some 
coke in reserve. Struthers Iron & 
Steel Co.’s blast furnace will not 
resume until coke supply becomes 
assured. 


Revoir Named 

SYRACUSE.—F rank G. Revoir, presi- 
dent of Revoir Motors, Inc. (Hudson 
distributor), is president of Sentinel 
Corp., which owns and operntee. Syra- 
cuse’s new radio station, E. Re- 
voir is serving his fourth term as 
em of the Syracuse Automobile 

ealers Assn. 


Pete Wemhoff's Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 








New Passenger Car Registrations, 47 States for February, 1941-1940 
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Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
























































































New Passenger Car Registrations, 13 States for March, 1941-1940 
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*Includes 47 states ‘for February, 


y, plus 13 states for March. 
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Detroit Dealers Get Co 
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DADA to List Transfers 
By Make, Year, Model, Price 


DETROIT.—Believed to be the 
most comprehensive used car sell- 
ing report ever issued by a trade 
association, a new statistical serv- 
ice is being prepared by Detroit 
Auto Dealers Assn., according to 
Paul Graves, manager. 

The new service, to be titled 
DADA Statistical Report, will show 
used car transfers in Wayne county 
(Detroit) by number, make, year, 
model and average selling price. 
According to a DADA bulletin the 
new report will: 


“Show the number of each make 


Cadillac Awards 
Now Available to 
Used Car Men 


DETROIT.—An annual honor- 
ary award for used car salesmen, 
believed to be the first of its kind 
ever offered by the industry, was 
announced last week by D. E. 
Ahrens, general sales manager of 
Dadillac. 

In a departure from usual prac- 
cices, Ahrens said, the 20 top used 
car retailers will be given places on 
the Cadillac Merit Men’s roster 
this year. 

According to the program, repre- 
sentatives of dealers and distribu- 
tors who maintain exclusive used 
car departments will be eligible. 
This covers all major automobile 
sales centers. 

As members of the Merit Men’s 
organization, the best used car men 
will join new Cadillac salesmen in 
their annual convention as guests 
of the company. Conventions have 
been staged in New York, Miami 
and Biloxi, Miss., in other years. 
The 1941 site has not yet been 
selected. 


Used Car Assn. Formed 


BRIDGEPORT, Conn. — Bridgeport 
Used Car Dealers Assn. has been 
formed here with Hal Menard as 
president; Edward Borkin, secretary, 
and Louis Plotkin, treasurer. The 
Bridgeport group will cooperate with 
the Connecticut Used Car _ Dealers' 
Assn., which is encouraging the for- 
= of local units in the various 
cities. | 


\ Youll UKE 
OUR LOCATION 





HE Abington is conven- 

iently located (see map 
above ). Its attractive rooms 
and suites are Detroit’s 
greatest values. Complete 
hotel service. Dining Room. 
Free parking. Near bus and 
street car. Rooms with bath 
from $3.00. Reasonable 

monthly rates. 


TUL! 


Wm. J. BAYER * Pres. & Mgr. 


700 SEWARD * DETROIT 
§ BLOCKS NORTH OF GEN. MIRS, BLOG, 





ibe ample for the time being at 


of used cars sold by each line 
group of dealers. It will show the 
number and dollar volume of used 
ears sold by new car dealers, and 
by used car dealers. It will show 
the total number and dollar volume 
of used cars sold by each line group 
of dealers. It will show the number 
of used cars sold in the various 
price brackets, i.e., $1-$100; $100- 
$200; $200-$300, etc. 

“(1) It will (for the first time) 
give the actual value of used cars 
in Wayne county; (2) It will give 
us definitely and accurately the 
demand by make, year, model and 
price group; (3) It will enable us 
to buy used cars nearer their true 
value; (4) It will enable us to sell 
(at both wholesale and retail) to a 
better advantage; (5) It will (if 
used) enable the new car dealers 
to regain control of the used car 
end of their business; the public 
has had control of it for many 
years; (6) It should be (and it will 
be, if used) your guide to more 
profits and fewer headaches, and 
possibly heartaches; (7) It is the 
plan of your association to issue 
this report bi-monthly. On or about 
the 18th of each month, you will 
receive this report covering the 
used car selling from the 1st to the 
15th inclusive. On or about the 3rd, 
you will receive the complete 
monthly report covering the used 
ear selling for the entire month, 
the 1st through the 31st.” 





Montreal Dealers 
Report a Record 


Used Car Activity 


MONTREAL. — Used car dealers 
here are fully occupied these days 
with “turn-ins.” From the trade in 
general comes word that busi- 
ness has never been so brisk and 
prospects for a record summer are 
quite well assured. 

A particular promising angle to 
business in used cars is the fact 
that war work is being stepped-up 
considerably in Canada _ bringing 
with it a large demand on the 
part of the public for any sort of 
vehicle which will answer the pur- 
pose. This is noticeable in the in- 
quiries from the factory and plant 
worker who is looking for a car 
to carry him to and from his daily 
labor and it is in the used car 
field that he is seeking just such 
conveyance, inasmuch as price is 
an object. 

Supply of used cars appears to 


least. Few dealers interviewed men- 
tioned any shortage. On the con- 
trary there is to be found hardly 
an exception to the expressed 
opinion that ample trading stock 
is on hand. On the other hand, 
owners are taking an advantage 
of the market conditions and are 
asking higher prices for the “old 
ware” than would be customary 
if the demand was not there. This 
turn to things puts it up to the 
dealer to ask an increase to the 
would-be purchaser and this he 
admits he is doing. As one dealer 
expressed it: “We are getting a 
1940 price for a 1939 car.” 

Used car dealers express little or 
no opinion as to what effect Can- 
ada’s next budget may have on 
the used car market. The budget 
has been deferred a few weeks, 
but may be looked for in May. 

So far, used cars have been 
singularly exempt from _ imposts, 
but what the financial authorities; 
have in view for the future has 
not even been visualized by the 
trade. As cars are a necessity in 
modern means of transportation, 
it is pretty evident that both new 
and used automobiles will not have 
to bear more than their fair share 
of war taxation. 


Alexander Upped 


FLINT.--Charles F. Alexander of the 
Buick merchandising department, has 
been advanced to the post of district 
sales manager, with headquarters in 
Davenport, Ia. William C. Curry has 
been named to replace him in the mer- 
chandising department. 

Chris Sinsabaugh’'s sparkling 
“Sparks’’ column is read by the 


‘‘wide-awake"’ in industry. 











































the outside —- for about three 


N. 


Frederick Miller 


car immediately! 


“T HAD been working as a junior salesman 





mplete Used Car 





soliciting business on 
days, when a message was given 


to me, by one of the regular salesmen, to call on Mrs. Knut, with 
a demonstrator, at a certain address on Clarkson Ave., Brooklyn, 
Y.,” recalls Frederick Miller, 


Midtown Chevrolet, New York. 


“After a great deal of 
excitement, I managed to 
get a demonstrator. I drove 
to the address given, which 
turned out to be a hospital 
for the insane. Being very 
innocent and ‘green’ to the 
current jokes of the day, I 


made the rounds of the 
hospital, starting at the 
‘Information Desk’ and 


winding up in one of the 
psychopathic wards. 

“Here, a very nice, elderly 
woman physician took me 
in hand and explained that 
it undoubtedly was a joke, 
originating at our show- 
room and carried on at the 
hospital. After thanking her 
very much for putting me 
straight, I volunteered to 
drive her home, as she had 
stated she was just leaving. 
She thanked me very much 
and accepted my invitation. 


“On the way to her home, I asked her if she would like to drive 
the new car. She informed me that she was over 50 and she had 
never attempted to do anything that brave! I then offered to 
give her a lesson. Her reply was that she was too old and too 
nervous to learn to drive at this late date. 

“However, a couple of days later, she phoned to inform me that 
if I was serious in trying to teach her to drive, she would be 
willing to try one or two lessons—if she made headway, she 
would take a course from an instruction school. 

“I jumped at the opportunity, and after one lesson, she had 
so much confidence in herself, she placed her order for a new 


“This was ‘my first sale,’ which led to many others in that 
hospital through many years, up to the present time.” 





Used Car Inventories Dip 
To Year’s Low in Chicago 


CHICAGO.—-Lower used car in- 
ventories on Apr. 1 despite a 
sensational rise in new car sales 
during March were revealed in the 
monthly used car sales and inven- 
tory report of Cook county dealers 
issued last week by Chicago Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn. 


The 41 days’ supply of used cars 
on Apr. 1 hit bottom for the year 
to date, and marked the fourth 
month in a row to show a decline. 
It compared with 43.7 days on 
March 1, 44.9 days on Feb. 1, and 
54 days on Jan. 1. The supply on 
Apr. 1 last year was 40.5 days. ° 


A sobering note in the report 


Printed Werds 


Binks Catalog 
CHICAGO. — Binks Mfg. Co. an- 
nounces publication of a new 92-page 
complete industrial catalog, covering 
all types of spray painting and fin- 
ishing equipment. 
. . + 
Sylphon Seals 
KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—Published by 
Fulton Sylphon Co., is their Engineer- 
ing Bulletin No. 825 on Sylphon sheft 
Beals. 
° - s 
Clatch Book 
CLEVELAND.—Accurate Parts Mfg. 
Co. has released what is believed to 
be one of the most complete and 
comprehensive manuals on _ the_ auto- 
mobile clutch ever compiled and pub- 
lished. It is called “The Clutch.” 


New Atlas Catalog 
KALAMAZOO. — A 30th-anniversary 
catalog of Atlas machine tools and 
shop equipment has Just been released. 
o* 


Welding Circular 
CHICAGO.—A circular about welding 
positioners has just been printed, and 
is available without charge from the 
Cullen-Friestedt Co. 


a > s 


Hobbing Dota 
ROCKFORD, Ill.—‘tHobbing Data,” 
@ new Barber-Colman service catalog, 
fives information valuable to all userg 
of B-C machine and small tool prod- 
ucts. 


Tire Repairing 
NEW YORK.—tThe fourth edition of | 
the RMA manual of tire repairing has} 
just come off the press. It is a 40-page 
booklet dealing with sectional repair 
ing and contains detailed information 
covering inspection, preparation, build- | 
ing and curing of repairs. 


stated that “while there was a 
drop in inventories between March 
1 and Apr. 1, used car sales have 
slumped and inventories have gone 
up since Apr. 1.” This trend was 
not considered surprising in view 
of the leap in new car registra- 
tions from 11,673 in February to 
18,324 units in March, the biggest 
month in Cook county history. 
Effects of this new car sales up- 
turn are now being felt in the 
used car departments. 

By years, all models were lower 
in days’ supply on Apr. 1 than 
March 1 with the exception of 1932 
and older models, which were un- 
changed. 

The report presents a new feature 
in the form of an analysis of 
wholesale sales. Of the 9,821 used 
ears sold during March by par- 
ticipating dealers, 2,016, or 20.5 per- 
cent, were sold wholesale. A fur- 
ther breakdown revealed that 35 
percent of the dealers did no 
wholesale business whatever and 
that 3.8 percent of them sold 33.8 
percent of the cars wholesale. 


New Products 


New Tool Grinder 


DETROIT.—A new and larger car- 
bide tool grinder of the double-end 
type, designed so that two operators 
can grind tools simultaneously, has 
poon announced by Carboloy Co., Inc., 
sere. 

* + * 


New Infra-Red Lamps 


BROOKLYN, N. Y.—Three new in- 
fra-red heat lamps will be placed on 


the market May 15, by the Birdseye 
ute of Wabash Appliance Corp. 
ere, 

. ~ > 


New Test Pump 
ELMIRA, N. Y.—American-LaFrance- 
Foamite Corp. have announced a new, 


approved hydrostatic test pump, de- 
signed for testing fire extinguishers, 
engines, fire hose, and sprinkler 
systems. 7 

* * 


Firt Aid Kit 


PITTSBURGH. — New Foille spray 
kit for burns has been announced by 
Mine Safety Appliances Co., here. The 
kit, besides the spray, has ready-to- 
use dressings and other needed ac- 
cessories for the treatment of burns. 


USED CARS—SERVICE 





Sales Data 


Used Car Auction 
Wholesale Prices 


Sold to Dealers Only 


Make 


Chevrolet 
Dodge 
Ford 

Nash 
Pontiac 
Studebaker 


Buick 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Dodge 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 

Lin. -Zep. 
Lin.-Zep. 
Mercury 
Mercury 
Plymouth 
Studebaker 


Buick 
Buick 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Dodge 
Dodge 
Dodge 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
LaSalle 
LaSalle 
Mercury 
Packard 
Plymouth 
Plymouth 
Plymouth 
Plymouth 
Studebaker 


Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Ford 
Ford 
Packard 


Buick 
Buick 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Dodge 
Dodge 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Graham 
Lin. -Zep. 
Oldsmobile 
Oldsmobile 
Packard 
Plymouth 
Plymouth 
Plymouth 
Willys 


Buick 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Dodge 
Dodge 
Dodge 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Oldsmobile 
Packard 
Packard 
Plymouth 


Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 
Dodge 
Dodge 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Ford 
Graham 
LaSalle 
Oldsmobile 
Plymouth 
Plymouth 
Pontiac 


Chevrolet 
Ford 
Ford 
Plymouth 
Plymouth 
Pontiac 


Chevrolet 
Ford 
Oldsmobile 
Oldsmobile 
Plymouth 
Plymouth 


APRIL 3 
1941 Models 
Condi- 
Model tion 
Tudor V.G. 
Pickup V.G. 
4-cyl. Pickup V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
V.G. 
1940 Models 
Coupe V.G. 
Trunk Coach V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
Coach V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
Trunk Sedan V.G. 
Coupe V.G. 
V.G. 
2-dr. Sedan Good 
85 Cabr. V.G. 
Tudor V.G. 
Fordor V.G. 
Tudor V.G. 
85 Tudor V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
Fordor V.G. 
Club V.G. 
V.G. 
Coupe Good 
1939 Models 
Sedan V.G. 
Coupe V.G. 
Tudor V.G. 
Tudor V.G. 
Coupe V.G. 
Tudor Good 
Pickup Good 
Coupe V.G. 
Tudor V.G. 
Coupe V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
Sedan ¥.G. 
Twn. Sedan V.G. 
Trg. Sedan V.G. 
Tudor V.G. 
Coupe V.G. 
Tudor Good 
Coach V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
1938 Models 
Coach V.G. 
Coach V.G. 
Tudor Good 
Good 
Cabr. V.G. 
1937 Models 
Sedan Good 
Good 
Sedan V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
Sedan V.G. 
Coach Good 
Coach Good 
Sedan Fair 
Coach V.G. 
Panel Fair 
V.G 
85 Sedan V.G 
85 Good 
Sedan Good 
Tudor Good 
85 Tudor Good 
85 Sedan Good 
Tudor Good 
85 Tudor Fair 
85 Fordor Fair 
60 Good 
60 Tudor Fair 
85 Coupe Fair 
Panel Fair 
Truck Bad 
Sedan Good 
Sedan Good 
Sedan V.G 
Sedan Good 
Cabr. 
Sedan Good 
Coach Good 
Sedan Fair 
Sedan Fair 
1936 Models 
Sedan Good 
Panel Good 
Coach Fair 
Coupe Fair 
Coach Fair 
1% -ton Fair 
Sedan Fair 
Fair 
Tudor Good 
Tudor Good 
Tudor Fair 
Fordor Fair 
Tudor Fair 
Tudor Bad 
Tudor Fair 
Coupe Good 
Sedan Good 
Fair 
1935 Models 
Good 
Coach Fair 
Coupe Good 
Good 
Tudor Fair 
Tudor Good 
85 Sedan Fair 
Coupe Good 
Del Coupe Fair 
Fordor Bad 
Fordor Bad 
Sedan Bad 
Sedan Fair 
Coupe Bad 
Sedan Fair 
Coach Crk. Block 
Fordor Fair 
1934 Models 
Tudor Fair 
Tudor Fair 
Panel Fair 
Coach Good 
Coupe Bad 
Coach Fair 
1933 Models 
Coach Good 
Tudor Fair 
Coach Bad 
Coach Bad 
Coupe Fair 
Fair 


510 
485 
445 
400 
395 
600 
500 
510 
475 
405 
390 


70 
310 
375 
360 
345 
330 
285 
350 
345 
315 
530 
500 
380 
340 
345 


55 


52 
60 


70 
60 
50 
65 
42 
50 


60 


52 
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35 
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—————— LS 
actual = — wi se 1940, 1939, 1938 and A D V E R T } Ss E D Cleveland—Plain Dealer; Indianapolis—Times; Detroit 
1937 used cars as advertised in local newspapers. a e — News; Chicago— Herald-American; Dallas —- News; 


SEDAN er only used a this comparison. News- Used Car Selling Prices New Orleans Picayune, States; Kansas City - - Star; 
Minneapolis—Star-Journal; Denver--Post; Los Angeles 


papers cooperating include: Boston—Globe; New York 











































































































—Times, Journal American; Philadelphia — Bulletin: For Week Ending April 6 Examiner; San Francisco— Chronicle. 
TE (Copyright 1941—Automotive News) 
MAKE Boston New York Phila. Cleve’d Ind’ polis Detroit Chicago New Orleans Dallas Kans. City Minn’polis Denver Los Angeles San Fran. Natl. Avg. 
pulck Series 40____—"40#i_795- 750 795-725 | 775-585 | | 795 | 695- 569| 895- 695 | | 665 | ‘795- 745| 725 | 845- 698| 850- 695, 925 —|_800- 683 
oa = cd 645- 565 | 595- 465| 695- 450| 579- 525| 547- 419| 595- 495| 615 | 645- = 465 | 885-405] ¢ 595- 527| 6 605-5 595 | 725- 685 | 683- 520_ 
~ 425 | 545-465! 485- 385) 525-395 | 499- 425 | 395-359 | 475-365 | | 495- 475 | 485- 395] 435- 389| 495- 395 | 595- 415) 595 | 504- 407 
Si] 445- 385 | 445- 375 | 365- 285| 435- 395| 395- 329| 295- 239| 365-245. 365- 300| 395- 5 350 | 2 295. ~+~+| *+448- 349 | 465- 295| 495- 345| 400- 324 
(adillac 60 Special 404 1350 l | 1445 11195 l l ! l l l l l l | 1380-1330 
’39] aaa | 995 | 895- 835| 995- 845| 895- 699| 777 | 875 l | l | | 1175- 995 | 1295 ~ 986- 820 
88] 825- 695 | l 645- 595 "645 | | %95- 695| 995 781- 662 
Bf. | | | | | | | | 
87] 545-495 | | 445 | 495- 425 | | = l | 395 l | 595 | 495- 460 
Chevrolet Master _—> "40 615- 545| 625 | 565 | 595- 545 | 610- 525| G00- 485| 625- 495, 595 | 599- 545| 675- 529 | 619- 595 | 675- 589| 697- 545| 698- 695] 635- 550° 
’39] 525-395! 495- 447| 485- 350| 545- 385| 495- 425 | 485- 319 | 499- 350| 495- 385| 545- 445| 545- | j- 395 | 535- 389| 535- 450| 495- 410| 585- 575| 519- 410 
38] 445- 315 | | 365 l | 385- 295| 289- 245| 395- 295! 337 | 385- 345] 425- 345| 439- $89| 495- 385| 425- 399] 495 | 407- 330 
87] 365- 295 329 | 280- 225| 299- 285| 279- 225| 286- 185| 325- 195| 195 | 329 | $45- 287| 369- 269| 3875- 295| 389- 295| 395 | $25- 251 
Chevrolet Deluxe 40] 685- 555° 625 675- 565| 675- 545| 645- 570| 599- 469| 645- 525 | 629- 500| 645- 569| 560 | 745- 561) 735- 595| 655- 545 
99] 545-465" 495- 475 | 475- 445] 495- 395| 540- 490| 425- 330| 485- 445] | 495- 469 | 545- 445 | | 525- 493) 595- 460| 618 | 520- 445 
88] 475- 395 | 365 445- 389| 345 $45- 277| 415- 375| 425 | 425- 389| 445- 375) 395- 360| 465- 425) 425- $45| 515 |_421- 370_ 
$45- 295) 325 | 295- 285| 365 ' 365 295- 195| 325- 250 365- 295| 345- 269, 300 | 365 _—is | $95- 205| 425- 395 | 947-285 
Chrysler Royal "404 845 | | 745 l | | 666 |_695- 645 | |_745 |_ 750 | | | |_740- 645 
39] 645- 515 | 599- 575| 595- 535| 595- 535| 499 | 566- 495| 595- 465| 685- a5 565 | 645- 595| 595 l | 597- 550 
88] 195-448 | 445 l | 325 | 445 | 435- 875| 465- 345| 395 | 475- 345] 195 rs 445 |: 495 | 447- 380 
87] 395- 275 295 395- 265| 299- 265] 295- 167| 328- 195 | 350- 295| 295 __| 398- 199| 334- $25| 495 _—'|_358- 248 
De Soto 40] (745- 695| 699- 695) | 769- 765] 625- 450] 695- 597 | | 595 695- 675| 595 | | 695- 645| 795 | 691- 647 
89] 665- 550 | l | 525 569- 485| 595- 395| 645 | 465 | 505 | | | 595 | 675 |«B92- 460_ 
38] | 395 | 497- 365| 399- 395| 347 | 425- 205 | _ wee | 999 | 425- $95| 495- 375| 545- 525| 432- $92 
87] 365- 245 | | 225- 195| 395- 295| 375- 245| 225- 195| 325- 195| 375- 339 __385- 265] 329- 229| 345 | _345- 295| 425- 368| 343- 260 
Dodge 40] 735- 635| 675- 545| 695- 645| 725- 645| 675- 599| 599- 495| 695- 535| 775- 645| 735- a 745- 635| 675- 575-645 | 725- 593| 795- 699| ss |_710- 600° 
pabica "394 595- 495 | 565- 495| 595- 445| 595- 395| 545- 469| 465- 369| 595- 395] 595 | 598- 565 | 505-- = 525 | 585- 559| 525- 496] 645- 595| 645- 595| 581- 492 
88] 495- 365| 465 | 445- 385 | 395 | $25- 275| 445- 340| 445 | 425 __—*|:-425- 325] 475- 350| 495- 346| 465 | 595-485) 453- 360_ 
87) 375- 275| 347- 295| 375- 245 | 875- 275| 345- 265| 295- 185| 335- 195| 375- 295 | 325- 245| 365- | 365- 219| |! _345- 295| 395- 345| 449- )- 929 | 4 455 | 368- 266 
Ford V-8 “85” 40] 649- 425 | 550 | 495- 485| 559- 539| 545 | 495- 395| 579- 425 595- 569| 505- 465| 569- 463| 695- 525] 575- 545 | | 575- 478 
39] 195- 345| 375 | 465- 375] 495- = 895- $85| 425- $45] 495- 365) | 415 ~~ | «525- 835) 459- 349] 545- 444/445 | 465 | AGI- 872 
$8) 449- 295| 275 | 345- 325] 395- 349] $45- $29| 295- 175| 395- 295 - | 4 385-205 | 399 | 289| 465- 456| 425- a 425- 295| 383- 310° 
295- 195| 245 | 245- 155| 295- 195| 250- 199| 250- 115| 265- 145 265 $25- 175| 325- 193| 345- 265| 275- 2 ~ 282- 187 
Ford V-8 Deluxe 40] 635- 465| 595- 585| 575- 495| 625- 445) | 625- 425| 595- 495 595- 555| 647- 565| 695- 549| 735- 595| 650- y | 634- 530 
39] 545- 395| 477 | 465- 395| 525- 365| 525- 429| 395- 295| 495- 365] 565 | 480 | 525- 335| 499- 433] 575- 445| 545- 495 | 595 | 515- 395 
88] 425- 285 | | 385- $25] 395- 345| 319- 299| 365- 335| | = | 445- ad 429- 388| 425- 345| 425 |_ 399 | 403- $26 
| 245- 165| 245- 185] | 289 | $25- 265| $25- 229| 375- 345| 306- 240 


"81 -245- 225 | l | 445- 265| 275 


Ee eT eee —ere— 
Hudson Six 404 685- 545 | | 650- 495) 595 | 599- 598| 585  —|_-595- 495| 595 645- 449| 623- 525| 695- =| ___|_688- 526 
eee __| 5 | 449 ‘| 495- 345/ 469- ae] 75 327| 525- ee [Mo | : 465 ____—*|:«-474- 403 


(112) '39] 495- 475 | | 
es 88] 445- 295! | | ~ | 445- 295 | 325 25 | 195 ; se 375- 5- 295) 445 | ss 895- 315] 369-— 445 395- 315| 369- 335 369- 335| 385- 295| 395- : 385- a 395- $75 | 377- 315 


(Terraplane) 37] 345- 225) | 210- 175| 285- 195| 295- 249| 275- 175| 295- 225| 275 




















































































































| | ae 
5- 225| 275 =| «845 ~C~*«<‘“L*:*é‘<‘(O*‘C‘*d:*«C RO 275 2OG- 195| 345- 295! 295 | 206- 222 
Lincoln-Zephyr 40] 1085- 995) 965- 875| 835 795 9 ] l | 975 _ | 930- 889 
89] 750- 595| 675- 545| 695- 535| 695- 595| 675- 599| 645- 539| 655- 495] | | 550 | 745 | 697- 675 | | 795- 745| 690- 591 
"885 545- 490| 475 | 550- 475 | | 495 | 369- 285| 435- 335) | 450- 445) 545 | 495 | | 619- 645 | 500- 446 
87] 385- 295! 395- 345| 265- 245| 365- 349| 395- 279| 345- 239| 375- 235) | | 375- 325| 450 | 445- 345| 349 | 375 ~—s«|-: 877- 295 
Mercury 404 777- 695| 695- 585| 695- 585| 749- 645| 695- 625| 675- 595) 715- 645 | | 645 | 797- 625| 745- 623| 795- 685| 695 —s|_ 795 | 728- 631_ 
"89 645- 535| 665- 475| 575- 550| 659- 475! 575 | 545- 444| 545- 495] | 545 | 645- 499| 545- 513| 695- 595| 645- 530| 625 | 608- 511 
Nash Ambassador Six _°40] | 525 |_ 565 | | 649 |_ 635 | 585 | 595 |_ 645 | 645 ! 895 | | | 584- 584 
39] 595- 515) 545-499 | 535- 450] 595 | 499 | 495- 425] 575- 465 | | 405 -— 475 Lnaniees 525 | 660- 645| 545- 500 
88] 465- 395 | l l | 349 | 300 | 365 «|: 395 | _—s«[ s96~—S—=~YT=sé#Sa8- "al ] | 380- 372 
ee =a ienesepeneesansaedhaseseseemceiacmstastansisl sits ——_—- ————————— 
= 375- 295 | | 285 | 345 | 275 | 275- 215| 345- 275| 295 | | 295- 285 | | | 295 | 304- 270 
Olds Six (60) 765- 599| 675- 635| 650- 595| 725- 640| 799 | 595- 585| 725- 595| | 695 | 695 | 625 | 690 695 | | 694- 608 
Be 595- 510| 575 | 575- 475| 595- 495| 575- 479| 475- 425) 545- 455| 575 | 485 | 575- 418| 545- 495| 625- 510| 645- 477) 645 —s|_‘574- 474 
88] 495- 425 | | 475- 395| 495- 445| 485- 399| 375- 319| 445- 3145| 445 | 449- 375! 475- 335| 425 | 475- 425) 545- 375| 595- 545) 475- 398 
87] 395- 325) 375- 319| 345- 295| 395- 275| 373- $39| $25- 245| 345- 225| 275 | | 875- 260| 360- 359| 389- 295| 435- 285| 495- 465| 375- S10 
Packard Six 40] 775- 695| 695 |_725- 695| 845- 695 | | 675- 595! 745- 645 | | | 795- 745 | | 795- 745| 875- 825| 935- 875| 786- 724 
89] 695- 595 | 695- 495 | | 505- 475| 495 | 565 675 | | 469 l | _720- 695| 614- 565 
$8] 525-465) 495 | 425 | 495- 475) | 299 | 445- $25 | 595 | 545 | 475 | 589- 445| 625- 595! 496- 481 
87] 425- 339| 375 | $45 | B45- 295| 875- 275| 249- 245| S45- 285| | 395 | 395- 350| 395 | 369 | 495 | 392- 298 
Plymouth 40] 650- 450| 635- 475| 595- 485) 665- 545! 595- 549| 479- 445| 599- 425 | |_565- 535 | 665- 575| 589 i | | 600- 498 
799) 545-415 | 495 | 495- 395] 525- 425| 495- 460| 439- 295| 495- 365 365 | 495- =) = 439| 565- 465] 525- 445| 445 press 795 | _595- 545 | 505- 425— 
98] 445-325 445- 375| 395- 295| 425- 295| 365 | 395- 329| 395- 294| 445- 345 - 327| 395- 315] 425- 375! 463- 298 | | 495- 458| 420- 336— 
_ OO a) eee ee Ce ee ee ee ee ee” | aa a 1k. a et aaa aeeaeSaeNIN aah ee ae a —— aan a 
"374 395- 175 | 295 | 495- 285| 350- 259| 249- 169| 345- 235| 275 295- 265| 350- 235| 350- 275| 365- 265| 325- 265| 425 | 347- 242 
Plymouth Deluxe 40] 665- 575| Gi7- 625| 645- 525| 619- 595| 625 | 595- 455 | 645- 490| 645- 540| 579 | 645-595) 595 | 696- 569| 695- 575| 695 | G44- 554_ 
99] 525-465 | 545-487) 535- 365] 545- 445! 525- 425| 399- 300| 495-435 | | 545 | 585- 445] 525- 475! 545- 398| 595- 445! 595- 575| 532- 438 
98) 425- 365 | | 395- 315| 495 | 425- 355 | | 895-295 | | 395- 875| 399- 365| 395- 295| 445- 399| 495 | 426- 345_ 
cee a Sf ee ; I sccananeieeiiianaanenneammeenitiene pete 
’ 15- 320 | ] | 895- 235 | | 250- 199| 295- 227 | | 295 | $45- 250] 335- 295) 329- 245| 385- 325| 425 | 340- 262 
si} 3 
es] 01 BOS ””*dY TS. AD] 65-580] T4S- 505) ~(»:~ GAS 625] “T4S~ G25] ~«S~aa0- 407] G90 ~«| «BAG ~«d;~Ca2O- BOT 
Pontiac Six 40) 750-665! 795- 625| 675- 565 | | 675- 649| 695- 530] 745- 595 | | 645- 625| 745- ( oi | 650- 497| 699 _ B45 | 720- 597_ 
999) _645- 495| 495 495- 395! 575- 495| 575- 395 | 495- 345| 595- 445 | |_565- 425| 625-495] 565 | 625- 495| 498 98 | _595- 575 | 565- 457 
93) 525-875 495 | 465 | 475- $85| 425- 345| 435- 3651 443 | 475- 435) | 465- 395! 465 | 565 | 476- 383 
Se y | 850- $310! 395- 245| 365- 299| 345- 195| 369- 265 | | 285 | 875- 195| 395- 329! 395- 249° 445- 245) 435- 395 | 378- 277 
| 625- 540| 549- 489| 490 | 595- 450) 575 | | 595- 475 | 745- 565! 645 | 607- 504 
S$ ion 40 | SS Ba 
paisbabor Champte aa 526 | 557 465- 429| 424 | | 545 ' §25- 475 | 525- 465 | 515- 474 
—_— ' ! ! 4 
; 5 5 | | oe 5 795 | 795 | | 735- 665 
8 der °40 795- 665 | 75 695 a ft} ee 
eer Cor ane Laisa 9 SOAs 955-0 
Se ee ae iether an ncn i nn 545-3990 | 4G A386 
(Dictator) 87) 365-345, 347 | 275- 235! 395- 325| 345- 195| 297 | 295- 195 | | 297- 247| 325- 295 395- 275) 395 _ 340- 264 
404 525 | 425 | 445 | | 485 | 495-425! | 495 | | 478-425 
ye | 275 | 299 Pe 2 | 450-289 oa 375- 345| 450 | 375 | | 370- 317 
Ff | | 195 | 195 j_ | | 285 | 295 | = | 280- 280 
"ar 195-125 —~—~«S:«=C«*28S | 199 | 145-90! 145- 140) 259- 125 | 149 ] | 245- 225 | 199- 155 | | 19t- 144 
National Average, All Makes, April 6—$524-$445 





National Average, All Makes, March 30—$521-$444 


Used C. Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled erclusively by Avromotive News as a copyrighted feature. 

Thi i th oat Pie anywhere that bona- -fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national indez. 
ae Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 

last week and will be published again next week 


: - a in Pittsburgh. Cincinnati St. Louis, Atlanta, Houston, Oklahoma City and Seattle appeared on this page 
‘sed Car prices ; 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


producing cars and trucks, or 
trucks alone, there would of 
course be no reduction placed 
in effect on output of trucks 
or any other units designed for 
the Army, Navy or any purely 
defense purpose. 
3 Ss 


Puts an End 


To Rumors 

When W. S. Knudsen, OMP di- 
rector general, announced Thurs- 
day night that the automobile in- 
dustry had agreed to an initial 
20 percent reduction in output 
for private consumption, he put 
an end with dramatic swiftness 
to many months of rumor and 
speculation on that vital point. 
Informed capital observers had 
not doubted that curtailment was 
on the way, but the secret as to 
when the announcement would 


be made, and how much the cut | 


was to be, had been well kept. 
Many of the guesses which had 
found their way into print, so 
long as a year ago, and had 
caused unnecessary and unfor- 
tunate uneasiness, now are shown 
to have been very wide of the 
mark, indeed. 

A brief three-paragraph an- 
nouncement by Knudsen told 
the story. Behind it is a back- 
ground not of a single meeting 
between national defense of- 
ficials and leaders of the in- 
dustry but of numerous con- 
ferences and many months of 
developing conditions in which 
it became increasingly clear 
that the world situation and 
America’s security would de- 
mand a greater portion of the 
vast productive capacity of the 
automotive industry. 


None who was close to the 
situation in all of its phases 
could fail to see that unless con- 
ditions abroad took a sudden and 
sharp change for the _ better 
(something that could only be 
described as wishfui thinking), 
action such as has been taken 
was inevitable. 

* * te 


Manpower 


Most Important 

WHILE THE automotive in- 
dustry consumes vast quantities 
of material vital to defense pro- 
duction—steels, gray iron, rub- 
ber, copper, zinc, cotton, lumber, 
gasoline, plate glass, upholstery, 
aluminum, etc.—-the opinion in 
Washington is that the most im- 
portant result of the production 
cut will be in releasing skilled 
manpower and desperately need- 
ed manufacturing equipment. It 
is emphasized in this connection 
that lack of machine tools and 
shortage of craftsmen have been 
two of the most serious stumb- 


WANT ADS 


Ten cents per word per inser- 
tion. Twenty-five cents per word 
for three insertions. 


WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
Automotive News, Detroit 





BUYER WANTED 


AUTOMOTIVE COLLECTION SYSTEM — 
Complete—(4) Notices, (3) Final Forms. 
Samples, literature and testimonials sent 
FREE. Guaranteed. Write today. Mer- 
cantile Forms Company, 11 Avon BStreet, 
Providence, Rhode Island. 


FOR RENT 












| 














FOR RENT. Extra fine proven location for | 


automobile parts business. 
on request. Stoebeners, 6227 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


FOR SALE 


AN AUTOMOBILE agency, 
repair shop; body, fender and painting 
department, complete with tools 
equipment of latest design. Filling sta- 
tion in connection and located on city 
route, east-west U. 8. arterial highway, 
in a city of over 70,000 population. For 
further information write Coe Hottle 
Realty Co., 318 Harrison 8t., Davenport, 
la. 


Penn Ave., 








ano mysropisHoTet Mayfair / 






new building, | 


and | 


NEXT STOP ST.LOUIS / § 
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in- 


ling blocks in the way of 
creased defense output. 
Now that it has definitely 
been decided that 1942 model 
production will be cut by about 
1,000,000 units, Washington has 
begun to consider whether ac- 
tion will be taken to hold down 
motor car prices. Some officials 
feel that, in view of the action 
taken to freeze steel prices, 
discussion of the entire matter 
with the automotive industry 
is very much in order. 
Nevertheless, it was pointed 
out (and with good reason, too) 
that the problem of fixing auto- 
mobile prices would be quite a 
different matter than in steel be- 
cause of varying cost factors 
which go into the ultimate price 
of a motor car. Also, the diffi- 
culty of enforcing price orders on 
used cars (should a step of such 
questionable advisability actually 


be undertaken) is recognized 
here. 

* * * 
The Used Car 


Price Angle 


AS ONE observer indicated, if | 


the Office of Price Administra- 
tion and Civilian Supply (the 
Henderson setup) should at- 
tempt to police prices among 
thousands of dealers in used cars 
throughout the country it prob- 
ably would run into the same 
enforcement difficulties encoun- 
tered by NRA in 1934 and 1935. 

It is noteworthy that no men- 
tion was made by Knudsen of 
a price policy to run parallel 
with the reduction in output. 
But it must not be assumed 
that this matter has not been 
under discussion, nor that no 
such action will be taken. This 
is definitely the most important 
angle to watch — particularly 
from the dealer standpoint— 
now that the curtailment plan 
is “set” effective Aug. 1. 

Also, it will be noted that the 
word “initial” was used in con- 
nection with the figure of 20 
percent already established. How 
much more will be added to it, 
and when, is dependent wholly 
upon the general emergency sit- 
uation. Insofar as the present re- 
duction is concerned, the opinion 
has been expressed in quarters 
representative both of the gov- 
ernment and automotive indus- 
try, that 20 percent is “not bad 
at all.” Unofficial estimates of 
the probable curtailment usually 
ran much higher, anywhere from 
35 to 50 percent, and one heard 
talk now and then (wholly un- 
supported by either logic or 
authoritativeness) of a complete 
blackout of production for priv- 
ate consumption. There never 
was any danger of the latter at 
this juncture. 

a x * 


Industry 
Wins Praise 

COMMENT WAS heard here 
in praise of the cooperative at- 
titude of the automotive in- 
dustry, and it is felt that this 
will extend to the entire dealer 
body as well, which already is on 
record, through the NADA, of 
expressing its earnest desire to 
aid the national defense pro- 
gram in every possible way. 

The point also was made here 
that the automotive industry 
thus has become the first pro- 
ducer of consumers goods to 
curtail production in the in- 
terest of the greater public 
welfare, once again emphasiz- 
ing the pre-eminent position 
of national leadership occupied 
by this industry, 

The reduction agreed upon last 
week is not the first control to 
which the automotive industry 
has been subjected as a result of 
the emergency. It has been af- 
fected by aluminum, nickel, steel, 
and machine tool priority regu- 
lations. And some hours before 
the Knudsen 20-percent§ an- 
nouncement was made an index 
showing aluminum suppliers how 
to allocate output was released, 
and it revealed that motor cars 


were in a deferred classification 
TOPS IN FOOD & SERVICE -AND RIGHT DOWNTOWN © namely B-4. 
For a fresh automotive viewpuint, 
Tae errr read George M. Slocum’s “‘A Word in 
Mere Arr rs witli wiry | Edgewise."’ 








to its defense work so that they 


a portable airplane refueling hose. 


ing column) was that the 20 per- 
cent reduction would still permit 
adequate profits IF wild-trading 
was abandoned. Many observers 
believe dealers are facing the best 
situation in 20 years. 

Interest was lent by AUTOMOTIVE 
|“ News’ discovery (see Automo- 
| tive Washington on page one) that 
cor reduction is applicable to a 





corporation's total production and 
| therefore that the curtailment may 
| vary in various divisions of a cor- 
| poration. This would permit more 
| output for a faster-selling line in 
| a corporation and a slackening of 
production in a line that wasn’t 
| selling as fast. 
| There was considerable specula- 

tion on a possible rise in prices 
| for both new and used cars. Rising 
material and labor costs, plus the 
volume reduction and higher ex- 
cise taxes is expected to up new 
ear prices from 10 to 15 percent 
next fall; used car prices will 
naturally rise according to short- 
age of new cars. No government 
attempt to control car prices is 
expected because of the great po- 
licing difficulty involved (remem- 
ber NRA days?) and because the 
U. S. is wont to class cars as 
“luxuries.” 

With the industry annually 

scrapping around 2,250,000 units, 
| the 20 percent curtailment in new 
car production is likely to ac- 
celerate considerably the demand 
for service and reconditioning to 
keep most of these vehicles in use 
|as an aid to defense-plant workers 
| and others. 

Since U. S. Army vehicles, be- 

ing produced by the automotive 
industry, are exempt from the cur- 
tailment, it would be assumed 
that trucks for domestic use would 
be curtailed more than usual. How- 
ever, since trucks represent a 
higher dollar volume per unit than 
cars, it is expected that there will 
be enough trucks provided even at 
the expense of further curtailing 
a company’s car output. 

An unprecedented wave of buy- 

ing is anticipated before the re- 
duction goes into effect Aug. 1. 
However, since most companies 
| have been producing at capacity 
|for several months and dealer 
stocks are only on a 30-day basis, 
it is doubtful if the upsurge in re- 
tail demand can be met at once. 
1 With definite information that 
there will be 1942 models, 
|even though in reduced quantity, 
it is indicated that the past week’s 
developments will accelerate plans 
| for local automobile shows through- 
|out the country early next fall. 

Approximately 100 words suf- 
| ficed for Knudsen to give to the 
country the announcement of the 
action taken by OPM in collabora- 
|tion with the industry. His state- 
| ment read: 

“I have just concluded a meet- 
ing with the leaders of the entire 
automobile and truck producing in- 
dustry, which I called to consider 








the growing defense production 
| job that faces us. 
“The entire industry willingly 


accepted an initial 20 percent re- 


duction in the production of motor! are being produced in large quant 





| A DEFENSE EXHIBIT, featuring more than 100 rubber products, has been 
| opened by United States Rubber Co., in its building at Rockefeller Center, 
| New York City. The exhibit was set up for two reasons: first, for the conveni- 
ence of government officials and for manufacturers who need rubber products 
in their defense production; second, to educate the company’s employes relative 
may 
Attending the opening were company representatives Herbert E. Smith, vice- 
president and member of the company’s national defense committee, and L. D. 
Tompkins, vice-president and chairman of the committee, who are examining 


1942 Model Output Cut 20%; 
4. Million Units Are Permitted 


(Continued from Page 1) 


aS 


aero 


service customers more efticiently. 





vehicles for the model year begin- 
ning Aug. 1 this year, in order to 
make available more man-power, 
materials, facilities and manage- 
ment for the defense load now be- 
ing made ready. 

“The reduction will amount to 
approximately 1,000,000 units.” 


From the material-saving angle, 


experts figure the curtailment will) on 


mean these savings: 





PUCCL, TOG GORE 6.2 ces cece 1,437,000 
Malleable iron, tons ...... 68,500 
Gray iron tons ........... 227,300 
Crude rubber, long tons .. 113,500 


Pamee N88, 60. 1b. 2.600500 28,230,000 
Upholstery leather, sq. ft. 6,493,000 
Copper, tons 26,400 
Aluminum, tons 


CE, bake Nika kiss ea 2,400 
ME : Sedincedese fcc 54,700 
eee rere 18,200 
Nickel, pounds ........... 4,796,000 
So ee 176,000 


H’dwood lumber, cord ft. .41,965,000 
Softwood, cord ft. ........ 24,940,000 
Glycerine, pounds ........ 4,364,000 
Upholstery cloth, yards . .10,820,000 


Representatives of the automo- 
bile industry who attended the con- 
ference with Knudsen were Alvan 
Macauley, chairman of Packard; 
Paul Hoffman, president of Stude- 
baker; Byron Foy, B. E. Hutchin- 
son and Nicholas Kelly, all of 
Chrysler; Robert Black of White 
Motors; William F. McAfee of 
International Harvester Co.; George 
W. Mason of Nash; A. E. Barit of 
Hudson; E. C. Fink of Mack Truck; 
C. E. Hunt and Donaldson Brown 
of General Motors, and H. C. Doss 
and Thomas Skinner, both of Ford. 


Goodyear Lets Contract 
For New Airplane Plant 


AKRON. Goodyear Aircraft 
Corp. announces the awarding of 
the contract for construction of a 
big new airplane parts plant to 
the Clemmer Construction Co. here. 

When completed, the plant and 
equipment will represent approxi- 
mately $3,700,000. It will be de- 
voted to the manufacture and 
fabrication of metal parts such 
as tail surfaces, outerwings and 


kindred sub-assemblies for war 
planes included in the government’s 
defense program. 


; are 





Ist Chrysler Tank 
Due Apr. 24; Car 
Sales at New Peak 


(Continued from Page 1) 


10,000 when the new tank arsenal 
here is in full production late this 
summer and another 12.000 to 15,- 
000 when operations are begun on 
the Martin B-26 bomber. 


The new Navy gun is understood 
to be the Swedish Bofors gun, 
which has proved itself in Euro- 
pean engagements. A_ production 
rate of 300 a month is believed to 
be the immediate goal. 


“But I think the most important 
thing we are doing, looking into 
the future, is the development of a 
2,000 - horsepower airplane engine 
which our engineers have laid out,” 
Keller said. 


“Army and Navy officials con- 
sider it a promising new design. 
At the present time, however, we 
only in the preliminary test 
steps of this engine and are build- 
ing the samples.” 

In addition to these three major 
activities, Chrysler has contracted 
to supply 58,000 Dodge trucks to 
the Army, of which 35,000 have al- 
ready been delivered. 


Keller revealed for the first time 
that Chrysler, at request of the 
Office of Production Management, 
has attempted to design a new 
method of making airplane landing 
gears, and expects to have its 
sample pieces ready for govern- 
ment tests within 10 days. 


While engaged in these under- 
takings, the corporation “inciden- 
tally” made 10,000 fuses which go 
the noses of airplane bombs; 
10,000 three-inch shells, and 10,000 
cartridge cases. 

Chrysler’s Dayton plant has 
turned out field kitchens for the 
Army, and other plants are mak- 
ing bearings for defense equip- 
ment. 


Chrysler’s first 28-ton tank was 
completed on Apr. 12 at the cor- 
poration’s tank arsenal near De- 
troit and since that time has been 
undergoing exhaustive tests. When 
it is delivered on Apr. 24 to Maj. 
Gen. Charles M. Wesson, Army 
chief of ordnance, it will be the 
first M-3 medium tank completed 
in the U. S. with regulation armor 
plate and fully equipped for com- 
bat duty. 


Presentation of the tank to Gen. 
Wesson will be made by a group 
of Chrysler distributors and deal- 
ers who some time ago expressed 
a desire to purchase this first 
industry-produced, regulation me- 
dium tank and present it to the 
Army as a designation of their in- 
terest in the national defense pro- 
gram. 

Keller stated that the tank ar- 
senal itself is fast being com- 
pleted and a number of machine 
tools are already in operation pro- 
ducing materials for tank as- 
sembly. In the development of the 
tank arsenal he said: “We now 
have about 900 men _ working. 
These do not include those engaged 
on the building or operating of 
machines. These 900 men are en- 
gaged in planning production op- 
erations, selecting machinery, and 
generally implementing the prepa- 
ration of the tank plant for pro- 
duction purposes. We are just now 
at the place where we are begin- 
ning to put productive workmen 
into that plant, and expect to have 
about 10,000 people in it before the 
end of summer.” 


BRAKE AND WHEEL assemblies for use on all types of military aircraft 


ities by the Goodyear Aircraft Corp., Akron. 
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Sparks 









Chris 
Sinsabaugh 


(Continued from Page 1) 


“It was a blend of ideas,” he re-| 
plied. “A combination of Roy Cole 
and his engineering aides; Chet 
Whittaker, head man of the Pa- 
cific Coast operation and his or- 
ganization; and members of Stude- 
paker’s sales staff, with Raymond 
Loewy, Studebaker’s designer and | 
stylist, blending them into an auto- 
mobile of functional beauty, a car 
that looks as if it were made for| 
going places. These cars will sell.” 

“Be specific,” I said. 


“ALL RIGHT,” he said, un- 
daunted. “Harry Williams, our 
Manhattan distributor, put one of 
these cars on his floor a week ago 
yesterday. He sold 11 in the first 
2% hours. That’s one example. I 
could give you plenty more. In 
fact, this type of thing has hap- 
pened so often in the past week 
that Ernie Hoyt, car order expert, 
has felt the surge to Skyway 
models in President and Com-| 
mander lines.” 

* * 

ELLIOTT couldn't be stopped | 
there. He'd been in the big markets | 
with Paul G. Hoffman and other 
veterans of the Studebaker selling 





staff. Everywhere their march with | 
the new models was SPO, | 


he said. 
“Okay. But what about total | 
sales for the year? How you 


doin’?” I asked. 
“Our first quarter was the best 


| and 
which it hopes to locate these very | 








| 
| 


»»» now available 
in book form! | 


Reviewers Say: | 


NEWSWEEK.—“This encyclopedic, yet 
chatty history of the auto industry 
could be written only by the editor 
of ‘Automotive News’ * * * Full of 
intimate reminiscences and _ little- | 
known facts, Sinsabaugh’s work in- 
cludes everyone connected with auto- 
mobiling.”’ 


LIBERTY.—‘‘Four honks on the horn 
of plenty for this really excellent | 
autobiography. It well illustrates a 
maxim of the late Professor Brander 
Matthews: ‘Autobiography is_ what 
biography ought to be’.’’ — Fulton 
Ovursler. 


BOSTON GLOBE.—"’. . . is perhaps 
the best history ever written of our 
industry ... is thoroughly compre- 
hensive; was really needed, an |, is 
written in clear newspaper style.’’— 
James T. Sullivan. 


CHICAGO TRIBUNE—"It is invalu- 
able to anyone interested in Amer- 
ica's No. 1 industry.”’ 


CHICAGO DAILY NEWS — “‘Sinsa- 
baugh’s 40 years of specialization in 
the motor car field have made him 
a unique authority on the subject of 
the automobile.”’ 


DETROIT TIMES —. . . tells it not in 
@ manner derived from digging sta- 
tistics from musty tomes, but in @ 
manner based on the personal con- 
tacts of the author.’’—Stokes Walesby. 


DETROIT FREE PRESS—“‘Here are 
four decades of history largely cen- 
tered in our own city. told with a 
sincerity for factual knowledge and 
with a fidelity to detail that will, in 
the generations to come, win from 
all historians a prayer of thanks to | 
Chris.",—Malcolm W. Bingay. 


DETROIT NEWS—"“It is so liberally 
seasoned with the salt of what news- 
paper people know as human interest 
that it is bound to compel the at- 
tention of every class of reader.’’— 
George W. Stark. 


Price $3.75 
deluxe autographed edition, $7.50 
ORDER FROM 


Automotive News 


DETROIT 


nel 








first quarter in Studebaker’s en- 
tire history,” he quickly replied. 
“Our retail deliveries totaled 30,298 
units, an all-time record for the 
quarter. Last year's first quarter 
showed retail sales of 22,389 units. 


“March was a blinger, too. Re- 
tail sales of cars and trucks for 
March were the largest for the 
month in the history of the com- 
pany. Last month’s retail sales 


| were also the best for any single 


month since May, 1928. Domestic 
deliveries in March amounted to 


13,636 cars and trucks, a gain of | 
|54 percent over the 8,829 unit sales 


of March, 1940.” 


He added that the Champion, 
introduced in April, 1939, was now 
embarking upon its third year, 
with a Studebaker distributor and 
dealer organization that is 63 per- 
cent greater than it was when 
the Champ was born. 

- + + 


KEEPER OF the archives, Auto- 
mobile Old Timers, Inc., with 
headquarters in Hotel Roosevelt, 
New York City, is conducting a 
national quiz, answers to which 
will enable Secretary Frederick H. 
Elliott (not to be confused with 
Studebaker's Elliott), bring his 
records up to date. 


“Somewhere,” Elliott writes me, 
“there are individuals who are the 


| oldest men in more than a score of 
in- | 


eallings connected with the 
dustry and motoring in general. 
Who are they and where are they? 


| We want to find out and do them 


honor. 

“Ours is a national organization 
of America's motor car pioneers, 
is conducting the hunt by 


oldest oldtimers. In its own mem- 
bership of 300 veterans of the mo- 
tor world, there are some who date 
from further back in their par- 
ticular fields than any others. But 
the organization is not content 


|with that. It wants to find, beyond 
|the possibility of any objections or 


criticism, the absolute 
who are still living. 
a” on . 
“THE OLDEST record is now 
held by R. E. Olds, who has the 


pioneers 


three-wheeled vehicle propelled by 
steam in the year 1886. Then there 
is a gap of seven years to 1893. In 
that year Charles B. King de- 
signed, built, drove and sold the 
first automobile in Detroit. In that 
same year, Walter C. Baker manu- 
factured bearings for axles. Next 
comes Thomas A. Willard, who in 
1894 built the storage batteries 
bearing his name. These are in- 
cluded in our division of Motor- 
dom’s Golden Pioneers, which now 
numbers 53 with classification up 
to 1900. 


* * # 


“IT IS THE purpose of the Auto- 
mobile Old Timers to complete its 
search for these outstanding vet- 
erans of motordom in time for 
their official designation at the 
third annual reunion and luncheon, 
to be held later in the year. Any- 
one believing he knows of a pio- 
neer who might qualify as the old- 
est in his particular automobile 
activity, is at liberty to enter him 
in the national competition and all 
claims will be painstakingly 
checked and verified by the or- 
ganization’s committee on research 
and awards. 

“These are the hunted men, who 
may be in any community, how- 
ever remote, in this country: The 
oldest automobile manufacturer, 
automobile dealer, automobile dis- 
tributor, dealer in supplies and ac- 
cessories, manufacturer of an auto- 
mobile engine, manufacturer of 
automobile tires, wheels, steering 
gear and transmission; operator of 
a public garage, operator of a fill- 
ing station not connected with a 
garage, automobile repair man, 
mechanic, automobile editor of a 
newspaper, publisher of an auto- 


|mobile trade journal, editor of an 


automobile trade journal, owner 
and regular user of an automobile, 
licensed automobile operator, 
licensed chauffeur, secretary of an 
automobile club or association, 
president of an automobile club or 
association, competitor for the 
Glidden Trophy, contestant for the 
Vanderbilt Cup, automobile racing 








| 
| 


| 
| 





driver, racing mechanic, tire sales- 
man and traffic cop.” 
* * * 


“I'M WRITING you thusly, Chris, 
because in ‘Sparks’ you refer to the 
moot question as to who was first 
to sell motor vehicles on time pay- 
ments. Of course, it would be in- 
teresting to learn who this in- 
dividual was, but there are a lot 
of other ‘firsts’ we would like to 
get some information on. And they 
are important as we have dis- 
covered during the past six months 
in trying to ascertain as to who 
received the first permit or license 
to operate a motor vehicle in the 
good old United States. Believe it 
or not, upon this one subject we 
have a file an inch thick. It has 
been claimed that Elwood Haynes 
received the first permit in 1893. 
So we contacted the authorities in 
Indiana and they reported that | 
there was no information verifying 
the fact that this statement was 
correct. 


“According to our records, the 
first permit was issued to Harold 
T. Birnie of New Rochelle, N. Y., 
who has filed with us a photostat 
copy of the permit issued to him 
by the New York City Police De- 
partment on May 15, 1900. Joseph 
H. McDuffee has filed a two-paged 
letter with us under date of March 
12, 1941, in which he states: 


“‘T went to New York from 
Newton, Mass., on Sept. 1, 1899, 
with the first Locomobile Steamer 
delivered to New York, for the 
purpose of demonstrating its value 
as a fire chief’s carriage. This 
demonstration was made at the 
Great Jones Street headquarters of 
Fire Chief Crocker. I spent four 
weeks on this demonstration, 
which resulted in the chief adopt- 
ing the steam carriage and giving 
up his horses. This was the first 
motor vehicle used in any fire de- 
partment in the world. 

* oa oa 


“"‘PRIOR TO that time there 
were several electric and gasoline 
ears driven in New York, without 
the necessity of permit or license 
for their operation. As soon, how- | 
ever, as we started delivery of the | 
steam carriages an order was is- | 


carriage must secure a_ license} 


Department. 


“‘T passed this examination and | 
was issued a license, but immedi- 


distinction of having built his first Shortly thereafter, as a result of | 


this protest, the licensing was} 
taken from the Steam Engine and | 


Dealers Believe Curtailment 


May Reduce 


Wild Trading 


(Continued from Page 1) 


20 percent production cut in a 
profit way, but I am a bit skeptical 
on that point because dealers have 
long demonstrated that they love 
old cars too well. They also relish 
the idea of permitting the custom- 
ers to run their business on trade- 
ins whether production is at a high 
or low rate.” 
* * 
John O. Munn, conductor of 
“Dealers Tell Me” column in AvTo- 
MOTIVE News: “Automobile manu- 
facturers’ voluntary agreement to 
cut production next year was a 
real act of national loyalty. It will 
free not only materials and factory 
space but, what is more important, 
manpower for the national de- 
fense program. Dealers want to 
cooperate with the government and 
will welcome the cut. This industry 
cannot find a market regularly 
each year for as many cars as will 
be produced for the 1941 model 
year, and a voluntary cut now will 
prevent unduly forcing the market, 
which is always accomplished at 
the expense of the dealer. The cut 
may involve, however, some hard- 
ships on dealers handling small 
volume lines, for these dealers need 
at least their present volume to 
maintain profitable operation. If! 
manufacturers ration cars to deal- 
ers on the basis of the 20 percent 
reduction as compared with what 


* 


each dealer sold this year, it will 
reduce wild trading and thus bene- 
fit the entire retailing industry.” 
s £9 

William L. Hughson, Ford dealer, 
San Francisco: “nIdustry should do 
anything necessary to help the gov- 
ernment. A 20 percent curtailment 
would not hurt dealers if wild trad- 
ing could be stopped. Dealers give 
half their profit away now in 
trade or cash allowance on clean 
deal.” Se 

W. L. Mallon, president, Newark 
Auto Trade Assn.: “The industry's 
agreement with government to cur- 
tail production 20 percent is in 
conformity with industry's promise 
of complete cooperation in defense 
program. Progressive dealers will 
operate accordingly and will or- 
ganize to render efficient service. 
Any wild trading is asinine. All 
dealers need full profit henceforth 
to meet their share of national de- 


fense costs.” 


* +* * 


Paul T. Graves, president, De- 
troit Auto Dealers Assn.: “The 
automobile dealers are squarely be- 
hind the defense movement. They 
are anxious to adjust their busi- 
ness in any manner necessary to 
aid the manufacturing end of the 


automobile industry to carry out 
their obligations to the govern- 
ment.” 


SSE 
What Do You Like in. . 


Automotive News? 


| pncipemaageey its desire to publish a trade newspaper in keeping with 
the needs of its readers, Automotive News intends occasionally to 


'sued that an operator of a steam| take a survey of reader opinion with the hope that readers will express 


L I | their approval or disapproval of various features now carried in Auto- 
from the Steam Engine and Boiler | Motive News, and suggest others that might be added to make AuTomo- 


TIVE News’ service to its subscribers 


all-embracing. Listed below are the 


major features now carried in Automotive News. We'd appreciate it 
ately protested the procedure, and | greatly if you would check those you like, or dislike, and mail the list 


to us at your earliest convenience. 


Below the list of present features 


is space in which you are urged to 


Boiler Department and placed in| make your recommendations for new features you believe would be 
the hands of the Police Depart-| neipful. Space is also provided for your signature, address and business. 


ment. 


““At this time the Police De-| 
partment issued an order that al 
motor vehicle operators must be 
licensed. In the spring of 1900, we 
sold a Locomobile to Harold Bir- | 
nie. I taught him to drive it, mak- 
ing our first trip together to Lake 
Hopatcong, after which he re- 
ceived his license from the Police 
Department. * * * It makes little 
difference to me whether I am 
given credit for the first license 
issued or not. The facts are as 
above stated however, for what- 
ever use you wish to make of | 
them’.” 





Obituaries— 


James F. Cox 


_BRISTOL, Conn.—James F. Cox, 76, 

since 1920 personnel manager of New 
Departure’ division, General Motors 
Corp., died at his home here Apr. 5 
after a week’s illness. 5 


F. D. Hegwood | 


_DETROIT. — Frederic D. Hegwood, 

vice-president and general manager of 

Knight Screw Products Co., died in 

his home here last week of a heart | 

attack. 
: & = 


S. D. Briggs | 


LAGUNA BEACH, Calif. — Stephen 
Daniel Briggs, 60, retired executive of 
the Chrysler Corp. and for a number 
of years director of its European de- 
partment, died Apr. 10 at his home| 
here after a long illness. | 

Mr. 
industry as a young mar. Twenty-five | 
years ago he was foreign sales rep- | 
resentative for Hupmobile. He joined | 
the Chrysler Corp. in 1925. For a num- 








ber of years he was. stationed in 
Europe, making his headquarters at 
Antwerp, Belgium, from which point | 
his business trips took him frequently 
to London, Paris and other capitals. 
After his retirement four years ago, | 
he came here to make his home. 
Gulick Appointed 
AKRON, O.—William C. Gulick has 
been appointed manufacturers’ sales 





representative of B. F. Goodrich Co. 
in its Detroit office, it is announced by | 
G. E. Brunner, general manager 

the Automotive Tire Sales division. 
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Briggs entered the automobile | | 


gee You can sign this Readers’ 
Poll or not as you choose. 
The Editor. 


Signature 


| However, since this is a general survey—and the result is the main 
1 objective — it is not necessary that you sign your name. 
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Address this to Editor, Automotive News, Detroit, Mich. 





HIS MONTH the 29,000,000th Ford rolls 
Tum the assembly line and an all- 
time record for the industry is being 
broken. 29,000,000 units built by the 
same management and all bearing one 
name—a name that has become the best- 
known trade-mark in the world! 

And it happens at a time when our 
Country is making a mighty effort to 
re-arm swiftly. To further that effort, to 
help speed it along, we offered the vast 
facilities of the Rouge Plant and every 
ounce of our experience. 

A $21,000,000 airplane engine plant 


HY 


AA. 





A Record Never Approached by Any Other Manufacturer! 


is rapidly approaching completion; a 
new magnesium alloy foundry is in pro- 
duction; an $11,000,000 airframe as- 
sembly plant is planned; Army recon- 
naissance cars will soon be rolling from 
the line again. 

In the midst of this National Defense 
Activity, building the 29,000,000th Ford 
is simply part of the day’s work. 

It is gratifying that the public has 
acclaimed the 1941 Ford as the finest 
Ford in history and that Ford Dealers 
are enjoying the greatest sales and 
expecting the best year since 1937. 


FORD MOTOR COMPANY 
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